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SOURCES FOR KEESING’S RECORD OF WORLD EVENTS 


Keesing’s research editors constantly monitor a vast range of news sources to ensure a comprehensive and reliable information service. Our sources 
include the following publications and websites as well as press releases and information from embassies, governments, high commissions, pressure 
groups, and all major international organisations. 


Africa News—AI-Ahram Weekly—The Annual Register—ArabNews.Com—Asahi Shimbun—The Baltic Times—Bangkok Post—BBC Online—BBC Global News Monitoring Service—Caribbean and Central 
America Report—China Daily—CIA Chiefs of State and Cabinet Members—Daily Mail and Guardian (South Africa)—The Economist—El Mercurio—E! Pais—Electronic Telegraph—Environmental News 
Network—EU News—Europa Year Book—Facts on File—Far Eastern Economic Review—Financial Times—Frontline (India)—The Globe and Mail—The Guardian—The Guardian (Nigeria)—Hellenic 
Resources Network—lISS Military Balance—The Independent—tinside Costa Rica—Iinstitute for Europe-Latin America Relations—international Foundation for Election Systems—tInternational Herald 
Tribune—Iinternational Monetary Fund website—The Jerusalem Post (Internet Edition)—La Repubblica—Latin America Weekly Report—Le Monde Diplomatique—Middle East Economic Digest—Middle 
East International—NATO website—New York Times—NRC Handesblad—The Observer—O Globo—Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty Newsline—South China Morning Post—The Straits Times— 
Suddeutsche Zeitung Onlirie—Sudan.Net—The Times—The Times of India Online—Turkish Daily News—United Nations Information Service—The Washington Post—Western Sahara Weekly News— 


ABORTION 
Colombia: 
Ruling in favour of legalising abortion in some 
cases (May 2006) 47248 
Italy: 
Protests against Vatican-sponsored plan to 
repeal abortion law (Jan. 2006) 47056 
USA: 
Legislation in South Dakota to prohibit nearly all 
abortions (March 2006) 47139 
Ruling against use of racketeering legislation to 
ban anti-abortion demonstrations (March 
2006) 47139 


ACQUIRED IMMUNE DEFICIENCY SYNDROME 
see AIDS 


AFGHANISTAN 
Appointment: 
Mohammad Farug Wardag as Parliamentary 
Affairs Minister (Jan. 2006) 47042 
Cabinet: 
Changes (March 2006) 47150; (April 2006) 47207 
New (May 2006) 47264-65 
Donors’ conference: 
Pledges for five-year aid plan (Feb. 2006) 47099 
Economy: 
Budget (March 2006) 47150 : 
Budget rejected by Wolesi Jirga (May 2006) 
47265 
Survey revealed larger than expected gas and 
oil reserves (March 2006) 47150-51 
- Foreign relations: 
Pakistan 
Tension over activities of Talibaan on 
Pakistani side of border (March 2006) 47150 
USA 
Visit of President Bush and meeting with 
President Karzai (March 2006) 47150 
Helmand province: 
Escalation of violence by Talibaan against US- 
led forces (May 2006) 47264 
Major Talibaan attack claimed as start of offensive 
against Western forces (March 2006) 47150 
International Security Assistance Force (ISAF): 
Announcement of large UK troop deployment in 


= Helmand province (Jan. 2006) 47042 


Whitaker's Almanack—White House and Government Information—The World Bank Group website 


AFGHANISTAN (contd) 


Political parties: 
Registration of Afghanistan’s Democracy and 
Progress Movement (Jan. 2006) 47042 
Registration of National Islamic Empowerment 
party (Jan. 2006) 47042 
Reconstruction: 
Commitment by Dutch legislature of more 


troops for NATO peacekeeping mission (Feb. 


2006) 47099 
New national anthem (May 2006) 47265 
Revised plan by NATO to allow expansion of 


International Security Assistance Force (Feb. 


2006) 47099 . 
Religious issues: 

Christian convert charged with apostasy under 
sharia law and granted asylum in Italy after 
international protests (March 2006) 47150 

Security: 

Attack by Talibaan on Afghan police and 
troops in Helmand province (Feb. 2006) 
47099 

Demonstrations against publication of satirical 
Danish cartoons (Feb. 2006) 47099 

Escalation in suicide bomb attacks (Jan. 2006) 
47042 

Release from prison of US journalist Edward 
Caraballo (April 2006) 47207 

Removal of security barriers around foreign 
compounds ordered by new legislature 
(Jan. 2006) 47041 

Schoolchildren killed by rocket which landed in 
playground in Kunar province (April 2006) 
47207 

Sectarian violence in Herat between Shi'ite and 
Sunni Muslims (Feb. 2006) 47099 

Suicide bombing in Kabul targeted at former 
President Mujjaddedi (March 2006) 47150 

Suicide bombing in Tirin Kot during visit of US 
ambassador (Jan. 2006) 47042 

Sustained rioting in Kabul after crash of US 
army vehicle (May 2006) 47264 

Trial: 

Charges dropped against US officer over death 
of prisoners in Bagram detention centre 
(Jan. 2006) 47042 

Two US soldiers sentenced to prison for abuse 
of Afghan detainees in Bagram air base 
(Feb. 2006) 47099 


AFGHANISTAN (contd) 
UN: 


Resolution 1659 endorsing “Afghanistan 
Compact” as framework for co-ordination of 
aid expenditure (Feb. 2006) 47099 

Resolution 1662 to extend mandate of UN 
Assistance Mission (UNAMA) (March 2006) 
47150 


AFRICAN UNION (AU) 
Chad: 
Decision against extradition of former President 
Hisséne Habré from Senegal to Belgium 
(Jan. 2006) 47022 
Comoros: 
Troops to be sent to ensure security during 
forthcoming elections (March 2006) 47137 
Darfur (Sudan): 
Meeting in Libya postponed (Jan. 2006) 47022 
Rejection of UN and EU peacekeeping mission 
(Jan. 2006) 47022 
Sudan: 
Extension of peacekeeping mission (AMIS) for 
six months (March 2006) 47134 
Summit meeting: 
Khartoum (Jan. 2006) 47022, 47026 
Dispute over chairmanship (Jan. 2006) 
47026 


AID AGENCIES 
see also ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC 
CO-OPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT (OECD) 
Burma: 
Withdrawal of medical aid agency Médicins 
sans Frontiéres (March 2006) 47155 
Eritrea: 
Expulsion of three international charities (March 
2006) 47134 
Indonesia: 
Suspension of aid projects in Aceh by Oxfam 
after fraud (May 2006) 47256 


AIDS 
see also HEALTH AND EPIDEMIC DISEASES 
China: 
New laws to provide free testing and to ban dis- 
crimination (Feb. 2006) 47100-01 
USA: 
Pledge of more funding (Jan. 2006) 47030 
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AIDS (contd) 
Vatican: 
Approval by Cardinal Carlo Maria Martini of 
use of condoms by married couples to 
prevent infection with HIV/AIDS (April 2006) 
47229 


AL-QAIDA see LADEN, OSAMA BIN; QAIDA, AL- 


ALBANIA 
Economy: 
IMF approval of special drawing rights arrange- 
ments (Jan. 2006) 47065-66 
Foreign relations: 
China 
Demand for return of Chinese men released 
to Albania from Guantanamo Bay (May 
2006) 47284 
Leka Zogu: 
Withdrawal from public life of son of late King 
Zog (Feb. 2006) 47120 


ALGERIA 
; Cabinet: 

Changes (May 2006) 47290 
Constitution: 

Announcement of proposed changes to presi- 
dential tenure (May 2006) 47290 

Elections: 

Agreement to write off debts to Russia in return 
for purchase of military hardware (April 
2006) 47234 

Foreign relations: 

Russia 
Visit of President Putin (April 2006) 47234 

USA 
Visit of US Defence Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld (Feb. 2006) 47127 

Prime Minister: 

Appointment of Abdelaziz Belkhadem (May 

2006) 47290 
Resignation: 

Prime Minister Ahmed Ouyahia (May 2006) 

47290 
Security: 

Release of Islamic militants after announcement 

of amnesty (March 2006) 47181 


AMERICAS 
see also CARIBBEAN; ORGANISATION OF 
AMERICAN STATES (OAS) 
Andean Community of Nations (CAN): 
Announcement by Venezuela of intention to 
withdraw (April 2006) 47199 
Group of Three (G3) trade bloc: 
Announcement by Venezuela of withdrawal 
(May 2006) 47252 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
China: 
Report on number of executions in 2005 (April 
2006) 47206 
Iraq: 
Allegations over human rights abuses by US 
forces in Iraq (May 2006) 47246 
Report on detention of Iraqis by US-led forces 
(March 2006) 47178 


ANGOLA 
Appointment: 

Gen. Manuel Helder Vieira Dias Junior as 
director general of SIE intelligence agency 
(March 2006) 47137 

Gen. Roberto Leal Monteiro (“Ngongo”) as 
Interior Minister (Feb. 2006) 47085 

Cabinet: 

Death of Interior Minister Osvaldo Van-Dunem 

after surgery in Brazil (Feb. 2006) 47085 
Dismissal: 

Foreign intelligence head Gen. Fernando 

Garcia Miala (March 2006) 47137 


ANIMAL RIGHTS 
UK: 
Conviction*of three people for intimidation of 
family of guinea-pig breeders (May 2006) 
47279 
Measures against extremists (May 2006) 47279 


ANTARCTICA 
Obituary: 

Heap, John (chief UK negotiator on Antarctic 

Treaty) (March 2006) 47183 
Whaling: 

Dispute between Greenpeace and Sea 
Shepherd Conservation Society over 
attempts to stop Japanese operation in 
Antarctic (Jan. 2006) 47073 


ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 
Internet: 
Protest to WTO against US attempts to outlaw 
internet gambling (Feb. 2006) 47092 


ARAB LEAGUE 
Summit: 
Khartoum 
Absence of several leaders (March 2006) 
47180 
Pledge of financial support for African Union 
Mission in Sudan (March 2006) 47180 
Support for Hamas government in Palestine 
(March 2006) 47180 


ARAB MAGHREB UNION (AMU) 
Secretary General: 
Appointment of Habib Ben Yahia of Tunisia (Jan. 
2006) 47071 


ARGENTINA 
Dismissals: 

Mayor of Buenos Aires Anibal Ibarra for failures 
connected with 2004 nightclub fire (March 
2006) 47143 

Economy: 

Early repayment of IMF loans (Jan. 2006) 
47036 

Recovery from 2001 economic crisis with social 
benefits (March 2006) 47143 

Foreign relations: 

Capture of Falklands Islands fishing vessel for 

illegal fishing (Feb. 2006) 47091 
Law and legislation: 

Measures to restructure Council of Judiciary 

(Feb. 2006) 47090 
President: 

Condemnation of 1982 invasion of Falkland 
Islands (April 2006) 47199 

State of the Nation address (March 2006) 47143 

Security: 

Death of police officer during protest by oil 

workers (Feb. 2006) 47091 
Trials: 

Conviction of former police officers for killings of 

protesters in 2002 (Jan. 2006) 47036 
War crimes: 

Arrest of former officer Ricardo Taddei on kidnap 
and torture charges (Feb. 2006) 47090-91 

Call by President to annul pardons for military 
officers charged with crimes during “dirty 
war” (March 2006) 47143 

Indictment in Spain of former naval officer 
Ricardo Miguel Cavallo on charges arising 
from “dirty war’ in 1970s (Jan. 2006) 47036 

Secret military documents relating to “dirty war” 
to be published (March 2006) 47143 


ARMENIA 
Appointments: 
Armen Gevorgyan as head of presidential 
administration (Feb. 2006) 47116 
Armen Harutiunian as Human Rights ombuds- 
man (Feb. 2006) 47116 


ontd 
paige: nen as Minister of Culture (Feb. 
2006) 47116 
Hasmik Poghosyan as Minister of Culture (May 
2006) 47271 . 
Levon Mkrtchyan as Minister of Education (May 
2006) 47271 
inet: 
Becreuee (Jan. 2006) 47055; (Feb. 2006) 47116; 
(May 2006) 47271 
Dismissal: } 
Minister of Education Sergo Yeritsyan (May 
2006) 47271 
Economy: 
Agreement with Gazprom on terms of gas 
supplies (April 2006) 47229 
Nagorno-Karabakh: 
Meeting in Paris between President Kocharian 
and President Aliyev of Azerbaijan and respec- 
tive foreign ministers (Feb. 2006) 47115-16 
Talks with Azerbaijani Foreign Minister on basic 
principles for settlement (Jan. 2006) 47055 
Political parties: 
New Gortsarar group set up in National 
Assembly (May 2006) 47271 
Registration of three new parties (Jan. 2006) 
47055 
Withdrawal of Country of Law Party (OE) from 
ruling coalition (May 2006) 47271 
Resignations: 
Minister of Culture Hovik Hoveyan (Jan. 2006) 
47055 
Minister of Town Planning Aram Arutyunyan 
(May 2006) 47271 
Speaker of National Assembly Artur 
Bagdasaryan (May 2006) 47271 


——— 


ARMS TRADE 
see also DISARMAMENT; NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
Somalia: 
UN to investigate violations of arms embargo 
against Somalia (May 2006) 47240 
Venezueia: 
Arms deal with Spain (Jan. 2006) 47036 e 
ASIA 
China-Pacific Island Countries Economic 
Development and Co-operation Forum 
(CPICEDCF): 
Inaugural meeting in Fiji (April 2006) 47213 


ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH-EAST ASIAN NATIONS 
(ASEAN) 
Burma: 
Visit of Malaysian Foreign Minister as represen- 
tative (March 2006) 47155 


ASYLUM see IMMIGRATION AND EMIGRATION, 
Asylum 


AUSTRALIA 
Cabinet: 
Changes (Jan. 2006) 47049 
Disasters: 
Bush fires in Victoria, Tasmania, and Western 
Australia (Jan. 2006) 47050 
Two miners rescued after deep mine rock fall 
(May 2006) 47265 
Economy: 
Announcement of tax cuts (May 2006) 47265 
Budget (May 2006) 47265 
Environment: 
Claims by scientists of government censorship 
over climate change (Feb. 2006) 47103 
Foreign relations: 
USA 


Visit of Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice 


Foreign trade: 


Suspension by Iraq of dealings with AWB Ltd 
(Feb. 2006) 47103 
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(March 2006) 47158 


AUSTRALIA (contd) 


Head of State: 
Visit by Queen Elizabeth II (March 2006) 47157 
Immigration and asylum: 

Claims by Indonesian Papuan refugees of 
torture and imprisonment as members of 
Christian minority (Feb. 2006) 47103 

Discovery of Indonesian asylum seekers near 
Cape York Peninsula, Northern Australia 
(Jan. 2006) 47050 

Issue of temporary visas to Papuan separatist 
asylum seekers (March 2006) 47158 

Proposed changes to assessment process for 
asylum seekers (April 2006) 47212 

Inquiry: 

Admission by former managing director of AWB 
of irregular payments for contracts (May 
2006) 47265 

Evidence that executives of AWB Ltd had been 
aware of illegal payments in UN “oil for food” 
programme in Iraq (Jan. 2006) 47049 

Into allegations of bribes paid by AWB for 
wheat export contracts to Iraq (April 2006) 
47212 

Obituary: 
Carleton, Richard (journalist) (May 2006) 47265 
Political parties: 

Defection of National Party Senator Julian 
McGauran to Liberal Party (Jan. 2006) 47049 

Donation to Liberal Party by UK Conservative 
Party deputy chairman Lord Ashcroft (Feb. 
2006) 47103 

Queensland: 

Promise of relief aid for cyclone damage (March 

2006) 47157 
Racial issues: 

Allegations of sexual abuse and violence 
against children and women in Aboriginal 
communities (May 2006) 47265 

Gang violence in Aboriginal townships in 
Northern Territory (May 2006) 47265 

Resignations: 

Defence Minister Robert Hill (Jan. 2006) 47049 

Family Minister Kay Patterson (Jan. 2006) 
47049 

Fisheries Minister lan Macdonald demoted 
(Jan. 2006) 47049 

Head of monopoly wheat exporter AWB Ltd 
Andrew Lindberg (Feb. 2006) 47103 

Premier of Western Australia Geoff Gallop (Jan. 
2006) 47049 

Security: 

Conviction of Jack Thomas on charges of 
receiving funds from al-Qaida (Feb. 2006) 
47103 

Social issues: 

Agreement of federal and state governments on 

reform agenda (Feb. 2006) 47103 
Storms and floods: 

Considerable damage caused by two cyclones 

(March 2006) 47157 
Visit: 

Visit by UK Prime Minister Tony Blair (March 

2006) 47157 
Western Australia: 

Inauguration of Alan Carpenter as Premier 

(Jan. 2006) 47049 


AUSTRIA 


EU: 
Assumption of presidency (Jan. 2006) 47064 
Proposal to revive draft EU Constitution (Jan. 
2006) 47064 
Mozart: 
Celebrations to mark 250th anniversary of birth 
of composer (Jan. 2006) 47064 
Racial issues: 
Arson at prayer room of first Islamic cemetery 
(April 2006) 47229 
Resignation: 
BZO leader Jorg Haider (May 2006) 47284 


AUSTRIA (contd) 


Trial: 

Controversial historian David Irving sentenced 
to imprisonment for Holocaust denial (Feb. 
2006) 47120 

War crimes: 

Austrian government to return looted Klimt 
paintings to heir of Jewish owners (Jan. 
2006) 47073 


AVIATION 


Iran: 
Crash of military passenger jet at Oroumieh 
(Jan. 2006) 47070 
Iraq: 
Crash of US army helicopter near Tal Afar in 
northern Iraq (Jan. 2006) 47068-69 
US reconnaissance helicopter shot down near 
Mosul (Jan. 2006) 47069 
Kenya: 
Deaths of six government officials in crash of 
military aircraft (April 2006) 47192 
Obituary: 
Laker, Sir Freddie (pioneer of low-cost air travel) 
(Feb. 2006) 47128 
Slovakia: 
Crash of Russian-built military aircraft near 
Hungarian border (Jan. 2006) 47062 
World distance record: 
Set by Steve Fossett in experimental light air- 
craft (Feb. 2006) 47128 


AZERBANWAN 


Appointment: 

Col-Gen. Kyamaleddin Heydarov as Minister of 
Emergency Situations (Feb. 2006) 47116 

Samir Sharifov as Finance Minister (April 2006) 
47227 

Cabinet: 
Changes (Feb. 2006) 47116; (May 2006) 47271 
Dismissal: 

Finance Minister Avaz Alekperov (April 2006) 

47227 
Economy: 

Redenomination of currency (Jan. 2006) 

47054-55 
Elections: 

Criticisms confirmed and recommendations 
made in final OSCE report on Nov. 2005 
elections (Feb. 2006) 47116 

Repeat elections in 10 constituencies (May 
2006) 47271 

Repeat elections in 10 constituencies sched- 
uled for May (Feb. 2006) 47116 

Foreign relations: 

Alleged destruction by Azerbaijan of ancient 
Armenian stone crosses in Nakhichevan 
enclave (May 2006) 47271-72 

Visit of President Ilham Aliyev to USA (April 
2006) 47227 

Health: 

Avian influenza 
Five human deaths from H5N1 virus (March 
2006) 47175 

Political parties: 

Musavat Party to contest repeat elections (Feb. 
2006) 47116 

Split within opposition Azarbaycan Milli Istiglal 
party (Jan. 2006) 47054 

Withdrawal of Musavat Party from Azadlyk bloc 
(Feb. 2006) 47116 

Resignation: 

First Deputy Prime Minister Abbas Abbasov 

(May 2006) 47271 


B 


BAHAMAS 


Death penalty: 
Abolition by Judicial Committee of UK Privy 
Council of mandatory death sentence (March 
2006) 47145 
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BAHAMAS (contd) 
Governor General: 
Inauguration of Arthur Dion Hanna (Feb. 2006) 
47092 


BAHRAIN 
Disaster: 
Arrest of owner of pleasure boat (April 2006) 
47235 
Sinking of pleasure boat killing at least 57 peo- 
ple (March 2006) 47181 


BANGLADESH 
Appointment: 

Anwarul Kabir Talukder as Minister of Power 

(May 2006) 47261 
Awami League (AL): 

Accusation of ruling BNP’s toleration of Islamist 
extremists (March 2006) 47148 

Announcement of end of boycott of legislature 
(Feb. 2006) 47096 

Local leader Sheikh Yunus Ali injured by bomb 
in Khulna city (Feb. 2006) 47096 

Corruption: 

Fine imposed on Islami Bank Bangladesh for 

money-laundering (April 2006) 47210 
Death penalty: 

Imposition of death sentence on 21 people for 
bombings in Jhenidah district in 2005 (Feb. 
2006) 47096 

Two militant Islamic leaders and five others for 
murder of judges in Nov. 2005 (May 2006) 
47261 

Dismissal: 

Commerce Minister Air Vice Marshal (retd) Altaf 
Hossain Chowdhury (April 2006) 47210 

Demotion of Minister of Power Iqbal Hassan 
Mahmood (May 2006) 47261 

Economy: 

Strikes by garment workers over dismissals 

(May 2006) 47261 
Environment: 

Appeal to UK House of Lords over contamina- 
tion of deep wells by British Geological 
Survey (May 2006) 47261 

Bangladeshi shipyards banned from breaking 
up French ocean liner (Feb. 2006) 47096 

Obituary: 

Chowdhury, Mizanur Rahman (former Prime 

Minister) (Feb. 2006) 47096 
Prime Minister: 

First visit by Khaleda Zia to India (March 2006) 

47148 
Security: 

Arrest of leaders of banned militant group JMB 
(March 2006) 47148 

Arrests of Islamic militants and seizure of explo- 
sives (Jan. 2006) 47041 

Bomb explosions in south-western and eastern 
districts claimed by al-Qaida (Feb. 2006) 
47096 

Capture of two leaders of banned Jamaat-ul- 
Mujaheddin Bangladesh group (April 2006) 
47210 

Deaths as demonstration demanding electricity 
supply broken up by police (April 2006) 47210 

Demonstrations against publication of Danish 
satirical cartoons (Feb. 2006) 47096-97 

Discovery of murdered geology professor S. 
Taher Ahmed at Rajshasi university (Feb. 
2006) 47096 

General strike to demand electoral reform (Jan. 
2006) 47041 

Strikes in Dhaka and other towns demanding 
electoral reforms (April 2006) 47209-10 

Trials: 

Conviction of Obaidullah Suman of banned 
JMB Islamic militant group of small bomb- 
ings (Jan. 2006) 47041 

Sentencing of Islamic militant leaders of JMB 
group (Feb. 2006) 47096 


a ae 


Subject index 


I 


BARBADOS 
Appointment: 
Clyde Mascoll as Minister of State for Finance 
(Feb. 2006) 47091 
Cabinet: 
New (Feb. 2006) 47091 
Economy: 
Budget (Jan. 2006) 47037 
Political parties: 
Election of David Thompson as president of 
DLP (Jan. 2006) 47037 
Leader of DLP Clyde Mascoll joined ruling BLP 
(Jan. 2006) 47037 
Resignation: 
Leader of opposition Clyde Mascoll (Jan. 2006) 
47037 


BELARUS 
Appointment: 
Viktar Sheyman as state secretary of Security 
Council (March 2006) 47165 
Cabinet: 
Changes (May 2006) 47273 
Economy: 
Large price increase in gas supplied by 
Gazprom from 2007 (March 2006) 47165 
Election: 
Presidential 
Detention and deportation of several 
international observers (March 2006) 
47165 
Registration of candidates (Feb. 2006) 47118 
Victory for incumbent Alyaksandr 
Lukashenka (March 2006) 47165 
Foreign relations: 
Ceremony to mark demarcation of border with 
Lithuania (March 2006) 47165 
EU 
Imposition of sanctions against President 
Lukashenka and senior officials (May 
2006) 47273-74 
Russia 
Appointment of new ambassador to Belarus 
(Feb. 2006) 47119 
USA 
Imposition of sanctions against President 
Lukashenka and senior officials (May 
2006) 47273-74 
Media: 
Start of foreign broadcasting project (Feb. 2006) 
47118 
President: 
Inauguration of Alyaksandr Lukashenka (April 
2006) 47228 
Prime Minister: 
Confirmation in post of Syarhey Sidorski (April 
2006) 47228 
Security: 
Arrest of opposition leaders at Chernoby! rally 
in Minsk (April 2006) 47228 
Continuing opposition protests (April 2006) 
47228 
March to mark 20th anniversary of Chernobyl 
disaster (April 2006) 47228 
Opposition protests against Lukashenka and 
arrests (March 2006) 47165 
Release of opposition leader Alyaksandr 
Milinkevich (May 2006) 47274 


BELGIUM 
Human rights: 
Approval of law allowing adoption by homosex- 
ual couples (April 2006) 47218 
Immigration and asylum: 
New law on naturalisation (May 2006) 47277 
Racial issues: 

Community service sentence on National Front 
leader for inciting racial hatred (April 2006) 
47218 

Murder by member of family with far-right links 
of Malian nanny (May 2006) 47277 
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BELGIUM (contd) 
Racially motivated attack on black Frenchman 
(May 2006) 47277 
Tension in Brussels after death of teenager 
blamed on North Africans (April 2006) 
47217-18 
Security: 
Extradition to France of Michel Fourniret sus- 
pected of 19 murders (Jan. 2006) 47066 
Trial: 
Conviction of three men of belonging to 
Moroccan Islamic Combatant Group (GICM) 
(Feb. 2006) 47120 


BELIZE 

Cabinet: 
Reshuffle (April 2006) 47195-96 

Economy: 
Budget (March 2006) 47140 

Elections: 
Municipal, Defeat of ruling PUP by opposition 

UDP (March 2006) 47140 


BENIN 
Appointment: 
Col Martin Dohou Azonhiho as Minister of State 
for Defence (Jan. 2006) 47026 
Cabinet: 
New (April 2006) 47190 
Disaster: 
Explosion of petrol tanker in village of Porga 
(May 2006) 47244 
Dismissal: 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Rogatien Biaou (Feb. 
2006) 47085 
Election: 
Presidential 
Victory for independent candidate Yayi Boni 
(March 2006) 47132 
President: 
Swearing in of Yayi Boni as new President (April 
2006) 47190 
Resignation: 
Minister of State for Defence Pierre Osho (Jan. 
2006) 47026 


BHUTAN 
Appointment: 
Aum Neten Zangmo as chairperson of Anti- 
Corruption Commission (March 2006) 47159 
Census: 
Clarification of population statistics (May 2006) 
47260 
Constitution: 
Appointments to new constitutional posts to 
prepare for democratic elections in 2008 
(Jan. 2006) 47051 


BIN LADEN see LADEN, OSAMA BIN; QAIDA, AL- 


BOLIVIA 
Cabinet: 
New (Jan. 2006) 47034-35 
Constitution: 

Approval by Congress of bill to establish con- 
stituent assembly and hold referendum on 
regional autonomy (March 2006) 47142 

Drugs: 

Pre-election promise by Morales to decrimi- 

nalise coca production (Jan. 2006) 47035 
Economy: 

Government plans to nationalise hydrocarbons 
industry (Feb. 2006) 47090 

Nationalisation of hydrocarbons industries (May 
2006) 47249-50 

Foreign relations: 

USA 

Speculation over future relations over drug 
trafficking (Jan. 2006) 47035 

Termination of joint counter-terrorism 
agreement (March 2006) 47142 
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BOLIVIA (contd) 


President: 
Address to European Parliament (May 2006) 


250 
aie US President George Bush to congratu- 
late Morales on election victory (Feb. 2006) 
47090 7 
Inauguration of Evo Morales (Jan. 2006) 47034-35 
Meeting with US Assistant Secretary of State 
Thomas Shannon (Jan. 2006) 47035 
To consider nationalisation of unproductive land 
(May 2006) 47250 
nation: 
dag eee Minister Gonzalo Mendez (Jan. 2006) 
47035 


Security: Pe f 
Release of three government ministers abducted 


in Puerto Suarez (April 2006) 47199 

Three former Presidents charged with signing 
illegal contracts with foreign oil companies 
(March 2006) 47142 


BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA 


Constitution: 
Agreement on reforms to strengthen central 
government (March 2006) 47161 
Economy: 
Budget (March 2006) 47161 
Political parties: 

Formation of New Croatian Democratic Union 

1990 (HDZ 1990) (April 2006) 47224 
Republika Srpska: 

Budget adopted (March 2006) 47161 

Cabinet (Feb. 2006) 47117 

Formation of new government under Milorad 
Dodik (Feb. 2006) 47117 

Vote of no confidence in government over 
economic policies (Jan. 2006) 47065 

War crimes: 

Death of wife of Bosnian Serb war crimes 
suspect Dragomir Abazovic in raid by EU-For 
troops (Jan. 2006) 47065 

Denial of reports of arrest of Gen. Ratko Mladic 
(Feb. 2006) 47117 

Dragomir Abazovic freed on technicality (Feb. 
2006) 47117 

Extradition from Argentina of Milan Lukic to 
ICTY (Feb. 2006) 47117 

Extradition of Milan Lukic from Argentina 
approved (Jan. 2006) 47065 

Sentencing of Gen. Enver Hadzihasanovic and 
Col Amir Kubura (March 2006) 47161 

Sentencing by ICTY of Bosnian Croat Ivica 
Rajic for 1993 crimes in Stupni Do and Vares 
(May 2006) 47269 

Sentencing of Nedjo Samardzic for crimes in 
1992-93 against Muslims at Foca by War 
Crimes Chamber of State Court (April 2006) 
47224 

Transfer of four Bosnian Serbs to State Court in 
Sarajevo (May 2006) 47269 


BRAZIL 


Appointments: 
Guido Mantega as Finance Minister (March 
2006) 47143 
Waldir Pires as Defence Minister (March 2006) 
47143 
Cabinet: 
Changes (March 2006) 47143; (April 2006) 
47198 
Children: 
Discovery of young children working in unregu- 
lated mines (March 2006) 47144 
Corruption: 
Charges laid against former Finance Minister 
Antonio Palocci (April 2006) 47198 
Claim of President’s knowledge of Workers’ 
Party plans (May 2006) 47250 
Declaration of bankruptcy of former head of 
Bancos Santos (May 2006) 47250 


eee 


BRAZIL (contd) 


Ministers and legislators among over 100 to 
face criminal charges over bribery scandal 
(March 2006) 47143 

Economy: 

Budget (April 2006) 47198 

Inauguration of new oil platform in Campos 
Basin (April 2006) 47198 

Environment: 

Report by Greenpeace on rate of deforestation 

in Amazon rainforest (April 2006) 47198 
Human rights: 

Report by ILO into slave-type labour (Jan. 2006) 

47036 
Indigenous affairs: 

Inquiry into claims of indigenous Indians being 
coerced into joining armed forces (Jan. 2006) 
47036 

Law and legislation: 

Law to limit election campaign expenditure 

(Feb. 2006) 47091 
Nuclear issues: 

Inauguration of uranium enrichment plant after 

dispute with IAEA (May 2006) 47250-51 
Resignation: 

Finance Minister Antonio Palocci (March 2006) 

47143 
Security: 

Deaths in gang violence in Rocinha slum in Rio 
de Janeiro (Feb. 2006) 47091 

Deployment of troops in Rio de Janeiro after 
theft of weapons from military base (March 
2006) 47144 

Invasion by Landless Workers’ Movement of 
eucalyptus plantation (March 2006) 47144 

Report on record levels of rural violence (April 
2006) 47198 

Violence in Sao Paolo state blamed on 
imprisoned PCC gang leaders (May 2006) 
47250 

Supreme Court: 
Ruling against constitutional amendment on 
electoral alliances (March 2006) 47144 
Trial: 
Overturn of conviction of police officer over 
prison massacre in 1992 (Feb. 2006) 47091 


BRITISH INDIAN OCEAN TERRITORY 
Chagos Islands: 
UK High Court ruling in favour of right of abode 
claim by islanders (May 2006) 47263 
Visit by islanders to former homes (March 
2006) 47159 


BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 
Appointment: 

Elmore Stoutt as Communications Minister 

(May 2006) 47252 
Constitution: 

Negotiations between Chief Minister Orlando 
Smith and UK over devolution of powers 
(March 2006) 47146 

Dismissal: 

Communications Minister J. Alvin Christopher 

(May 2006) 47252 
Governor: 

Inauguration of David Pearey as new Governor 

(April 2006) 47199-200 


BRUNEI 
Citizenship: 
Relaxation of rules on qualifications (May 2006) 
47257 
Sultan: 
Failure of appeal by Prince Jefri against return 
of assets (May 2006) 47257 
Legal action against his brother Prince Jefri 
abandoned (Feb. 2006) 47105 
Ruling on enforcement of settlement to recover 
state funds from Prince Jefri (March 2006) 
47159 


BULGARIA 
Appointment: 

Lt-Gen. Zlatan Stoykov as chief of armed forces 

(April 2006) 47226 
EU accession: 

Delay of final decision for progress on judicial 
reform and fight against crime and corruption 
(May 2006) 47270 

Warnings on rate of crime reduction and corrup- 
tion (April 2006) 47225 

Foreign relations: 

Libya 

Concern over retrial of nurses after protests 
ae Danish cartoons (May 2006) 47270 
USA 
Agreement on stationing of US troops 
(March 2006) 47162 
Rally against establishment of US military 
bases (April 2006) 47226 
Visit of Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice 
(April 2006) 47226 
Security: 

Bomb explosion at home of investigative jour- 

nalist Vasil lvanov (April 2006) 47225 
Storms and floods: 

State of emergency after River Danube reached 
highest level for 111 years (April 2006) 
47225-26 

Widespread flooding after weeks of snow and 
rain (March 2006) 47162 


BURKINA FASO 
Cabinet (Jan. 2006) 47021 
Political parties: 

Election of Manassé Nzobonimpa as secretary 
general of ruling CNDD-FDD (Feb. 2006) 
47080 

Prime Minister: 

Reappointment of Paramanga Ernest Yoli (Jan. 

2006) 47021 
Security: 

Release of political prisoners on temporary 

parole (Feb. 2006) 47080 


BURMA 
Cabinet: 
Reshuffle (May 2006) 47260 
Defence: 
Changes to senior military staff (May 2006) 47260 
Economy: 
Announcement of large pay rises for govern- 
ment employees (March 2006) 47155 
Foreign relations: 
Visit of Malaysian Foreign Minister representing 
ASEAN (March 2006) 47155 
Visit by SPDC delegation to Russia (April 2006) 
47201 
Health: 
Avian influenza 
First reported outbreak in Mandalay area 
(March 2006) 47155 
Withdrawal of medical aid agency Meédicins 
sans Frontiéres (March 2006) 47155 
Human rights: 
Report on deaths of political prisoners (May 
2006) 47260 
Report of more than half a million internally dis- 
placed persons (March 2006) 47155 
Kachin people: 
Attack by army on separatists in Shan state 
(Jan. 2006) 47047 
Karen people: 
New offensive driving Karen villagers over 
Burmese border (May 2006) 47260 
Offensive against Karen National Union in west- 
ern Karen state (March 2006) 47155 
New capital: 
Collapse of ceasefire agreed by KNU in Jan. 
2006 (May 2006) 47260 
Name reported as Naypyidaw (Feb. 2006) 
47096 
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BURMA (contd) 

Opening ceremony (March 2006) 47155 

Report of gas pipeline to supply new capital 
(Feb. 2006) 47096 

Political opposition: 

Aung San Suu Kyi, visit by Malaysian Foreign 
Minister thwarted (March 2006) 47155 

Claim of grounds for ban on National League 
for Democracy (NDL) (April 2006) 47201 

Designation of four exiled opposition groups 
named as terrorist organisations (April 2006) 
47201 

Extension of house arrest of Aung San Suu Kyi 
(May 2006) 47259-60 

Meeting of UN under-secretary Ibrahim 
Gambari with Aung San Suu Kyi (May 2006) 
47259-60 

Resignation of members of National League for 
Democracy after coercion and harassment 
(May 2006) 47260 

Security: 

Bomb attacks in Rangoon blamed on State 
Peace and Development Council (April 2006) 
47201 

Rioting between Muslims and Burmese 
Buddhists after rape of Buddhist woman 
(Feb. 2006) 47096 

Sentences on 63 people after Muslim-Buddhist 
riots (March 2006) 47155 

Shan people: 

Allegations against Shan militants by Interior 
Minister (Jan. 2006) 47047 

Capture of Shan State Army leader Sao Khun 
Kyaw (Jan. 2006) 47047 

Trial: 

Former Foreign Minister Win Aung on charges 

of corruption (Feb. 2006) 47096 
UN: 

Personal appeal by UN Secretary General Kofi 
Annan to SPDC chairman on behalf of Aung 
San Suu Kyi (May 2006) 47259-60 

Resignation of special envoy Razali Ismail (Jan. 
2006) 47047 


BURUNDI 
Appointments: 

Brig.-Gen. Evariste Ndayishimiye as Minister of 
Interior (March 2006) 47135-36 

Venant Kamana as Minister of Good 
Governance (March 2006) 47135 

Cabinet: 
Reshuffle (March 2006) 47135-36 
Foreign relations: 

Announcement of talks with FNL in Tanzania 

(April 2006) 47192 
Peace process: 

Provisional release of 673 political prisoners 

(Jan. 2006) 47023 
Political parties: 

Election of Aloys Rukuba as chairman of Union 
for National Progress (Uprona) party (Jan. 
2006) 47023 

Withdrawal of Frodebu (pro-Hutu Front for 
Democracy) from government (March 2006) 
47136 

Security: 

Lifting of midnight to dawn curfew imposed in 
1993 (April 2006) 47192 

Release of final batch of political prisoners 
(March 2006) 47136 

UN: 

Resolution 1669 authorising deployment of UN 
troops from Burundi to Democratic Republic 
of Congo (April 2006) 47191-92 
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CAMBODIA 
Appointment: 
Vorng Sot as Labour Minister (May 2006) 
47259 


Subject index 
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CAMBODIA (contd) 
Cabinet: 
Changes (March 2006) 47154 
Constitution: 

Proposals on National Assembly (Feb. 2006) 

47095 
Dismissals: 

Labour Minister Nhep Bunchin (May 2006) 47259 

Nhek Bun Chhay as co-Defence Minister 
(March 2006) 47154 

Prince Norodom Sirivuth as Deputy Prime 
Minister (March 2006) 47154 

Economy: 
Threat by World Bank to suspend aid to infra- 
structure projects (May 2006) 47259 
Elections: 
Senatorial (Jan. 2006) 47046-47 
Foreign relations: 

Visit of Vietnamese Prime Minister Phan Van 

Khai (March 2006) 47154 
Human rights: 

Release of activists charged with defamation 

(Jan. 2006) 47047 
Khmer Rouge: 

Appointment of judges to Tribunal to try former 
leaders (May 2006) 47258-59 

Nomination of judges for Tribunal to try former 
leaders (March 2006) 47154 

King: 

Return of former King Norodom Sihanouk (May 
2006) 47259 

Royal pardon for opposition leader Sam Rangsi 
(Feb. 2006) 47095 

Political parties: 

Appointment of Prince Norodom Chakkrapong 
as secretary-general of Funcinpec party 
(March 2006) 47154 

Prime Minister: 

Retraction of measures taken against opposi- 

tion critics (Feb. 2006) 47095 
Senate: 

Large majority for Cambodian People’s Party in 

elections (Jan. 2006) 47046-47 
UN: 

Attack by Prime Minister Hun Sen on UN human 
rights envoy Yash Ghai (March 2006) 47154 

Visit of UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights Louise Arbour (May 2006) 47259 


CAMEROON 
Disaster: 
Ferry sinking off port of Kribi (March 2006 47137 
Economy: 
Completion point under IMF HIPC initiative 
(May 2006) 47244 


CANADA 

Cabinet: 

New (Feb. 2006) 47088 
Economy: 

Budget (May 2006) 47247 
Elections: 

Legislative (Jan. 2006) 47032-33 
Environment: 

Agreement to protect rainforest in British 
Columbia (Feb. 2006) 47088 

Foreign trade: 

Resolution of dispute with USA over timber 

(May 2006) 47247 
Political parties: 

Paul Martin to stand down as Liberal Party 
leader after electoral defeat (Jan. 2006) 
47032-33 

Prime Minister: 

Stephen Harper to form minority government 
after electoral victory for Conservative Party 
of Canada (Jan. 2006) 47032-33 


CAPE VERDE 
Cabinet: 
New (March 2006) 47133 


Subject index 


CAPE VERDE (contd) 
Elections: 
Legislative (Jan. 2006) 47020-21 
Presidential (Feb. 2006) 47082 


CARIBBEAN 
EU-Latin American and Caribbean summit: 
4th summit in Vienna (May 2006) 47283 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 
Cabinet: 
Changes (Feb. 2006) 47081 
Economy: 
IMF special drawing rights approved (Jan. 2006) 
47024 
Security: 
Defection of two senior generals to FUC rebels 
(Feb. 2006) 47083 
Further reports of unrest in northern areas 
(Feb. 2006) 47081 
Rebellion in northern area blamed on former 
President Ange-Félix Patasse (March 2006) 
47137 
Report of unrest in northern areas (Jan. 2006) 
47024 
War crimes: 
Referral of cases of Jean-Pierre Bemba and 
Ange-Félix Patasse to International Criminal 
Court (ICC) (April 2006) 47191, 47192 


CHAD 
African Union: 

Decision against extradition of former President 
Hisséne Habré from Senegal to Belgium 
(Jan. 2606) 47022 

Defence: 

Reported death of army commander Gen. 

Abakar Itno (March 2006) 47133-34 
Economy: 
World Bank interim agreement on access to oil 
revenues (April 2006) 47188-89 
Elections: 
Presidential (May 2006) 47242 
Law and legislation: 

To enable oil revenues to be used to bridge 
government budget shortfall (Jan. 2006) 
47021-22 

President: 
Re-election of Idriss Déby (May 2006) 47242 
Security: 

Attack by FUC rebels on Ndjamena repulsed by 
government troops (April 2006) 47188 
Claim by FUC rebels of attack on army base 

near Sudanese border (April 2006) 47188 

Failure of coup attempt by army officers (March 
2006) 47133 

Killings in eastern Chad by Sudanese-backed 
janjawiet militia (May 2006) 47242 

Launch of offensive against FUC rebels near 
border with Sudan (March 2006) 47133-34 


CHEMICAL WEAPONS 
Korea, South: 
Ruling that US chemical companies pay 
compensation to veterans for exposure 
to Agent Orange in Vietnam (Jan. 2006) 
47046 


CHILDREN 
see also UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN’S FUND 
(UNICEF) 
Australia: 

Allegations of sexual abuse and violence 
against children and women in Aboriginal 
communities (May 2006) 47265 

Brazil: 

Discovery of young children working in unregu- 

lated mines (March 2006) 47144 
Chile: 

Conviction of cult leader for sexual abuse of 

children (May 2006) 47250 
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CHILDREN (contd) 
Haiti: ; : 
Report by UNICEF on child mortality (March 


2006) 47145 


CHILE 
Cabinet: 

New (Jan. 2006) 47035 
tions: 

Sepraclaantiel second Round won by Michelle 
Bachelet (Jan. 2006) 47035 
Foreign relations: 
Bolivia 
Attendance by President Morales at 
inauguration of President Bachelet (March 
2006) 47143 
Pinochet cases: 

Allegations over death of former President 
Eduardo Frei Montalva (May 2006) 47250 

Arrest ordered of Pinochet's wife and children 
on charges of tax evasion and fraud (Jan. 
2006) 47035 

Charges of human rights abuses against offi- 
cials of former colony linked with paramilitary 
operations under Pinochet (April 2006) 
47197 

Charges laid against Pinochet in connection 
with death of DINA chemist Eugenio Berrios 
Sagredo (May 2006) 47250 

Removal of immunity on General Pinochet in 
investigations into allegations of torture at 
Villa Grimaldi (Jan. 2006) 47035 

Removal of immunity on General Pinochet 
upheld by Supreme Court (April 2006) 47197 

President: 

Inauguration of Michelle Bachelet (March 2006) 
47143 

Michelle Bachelet elected as first woman presi- 
dent (Jan. 2006) 47035 

State of the nation address (May 2006) 47250 

Security: 

Investigation into murder of Col Gerardo Huber 
who had been involved in illegal arms ship- 
ment to Croatia (March 2006) 47143 

Trial: 

Conviction of cult leader for sexual abuse of 
children (May 2006) 47250 

Conviction of five military officers over deaths of 
soldiers in training exercise (Feb. 2006) 47092 


CHINA 
Corruption: 

Indictment in USA of two former managers of 
Bank of China on fraud charges (Feb. 2006) 
47101 

Defence: 

Report by US Department of Defence on 
increased military capability (May 2006) 
47253 

Economy: 

Announcement of rural investment plans (Feb. 
2006) 47100 

Budget (March 2006) 47151 

Criticism by USA of failure of progress on cur- 
rency reform (May 2006) 47252 

Currency reforms (Jan. 2006) 47043 

Endorsement by NPC of Five Year Plan (March 
2006) 47151 

Increase in permitted investment overseas 
(April 2006) 47205-06 

Marginal change in exchange rate by central 
bank (May 2006) 47253 

Policy of gradualism towards currency and 
exchange reforms (Feb. 2006) 47100; (March 
2006) 47151 

Possible permission for foreign purchase of 
controlling stakes in Chinese banks (April 
2006) 47205-06 

Environment: | 

Call for reduction in air pollution (April 2006) ; 

47206 
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CHINA (contd) 

Compensation awarded to water company in 
Baotou (Inner Mongolia) for pollution of 
Yellow river (Jan. 2006) 47044 

Completion of Three Gorges dam on Yangtze 
River (May 2006) 47252 

Investment in pollution control on Songhua river 
(Jan. 2006) 47043 

Plan to treat and monitor water in Songhua river 
after pollution incident (March 2006) 47152 

Espionage: 

Release of journalist Jiang Weiping (Jan. 2006) 
47044 

Revival of charges against news researcher 
Zhao Yan (May 2006) 47253 

Foreign relations: 
Russia 
Visit of President Vladimir Putin (March 
2006) 47151-52 
Spain 
Condemnation of Spanish law suit accusing 
former Chinese leaders of genocide in 
a Tibet (April 2006) 47206 


Dispute over readmission of Chinese citizens 
refused entry to USA (March 2006) 47152 

Visit of King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia (Jan. 

2006) 47071 
Health: 
Avian influenza 
12th human fatality (April 2006) 47206 
Death of man in Guangdong province 
(March 2006) 47152 

Five further cases and one death (Feb. 2006) 
47101 

Three further human cases and two deaths 
(Jan. 2006) 47044 

HIV/AIDS 
New laws to provide free testing and to ban 

discrimination (Feb. 2006) 47100-01 

WHO warning on risk of increase in diabetes 

and cancer (May 2006) 47253 
Human rights: 

Amnesty International report on number of exe- 
cutions in 2005 (April 2006) 47206 

Disappearance of human rights campaigner 
Yang Maodong while staging hunger strike 
(Feb. 2006) 47101 

Internet: 

Agreement with Google Inc. on Internet access 
with censored search results (Jan. 2006) 
47044 

Information on former civil servant imprisoned 
for subversion supplied by Yahoo! Holdings 
(Hong Kong) (Feb. 2006) 47101 

Law and legislation: 

New laws to protect intellectual property rights 

(April 2006) 47206 
Media: 

Notice of closure served on supplement to 

China Youth Daily (Jan. 2006) 47044 
National People’s Congress: 

Endorsement of 11th Five Year Plan and new 

economic policies (March 2006) 47151 
Obituary: 
Yao Wenyuan (last member of “Gang of Four’) 
(Jan. 2006) 47044 
President: 
Visit of Hu Jintao to USA (April 2006) 47205 
Religious issues: 

Consecration of Zhan Silu as Catholic bishop 
despite Vatican disapproval (May 2006) 
47253 

Security: 

Death of newspaper editor in Zhejiang province 
after police beating (Feb. 2006) 47101 
Espionage charges against New York Times 
researcher Zhao Yan dropped (March 2006) 

47152 

Release of Yu Dongyue after allegations of tor- 

ture during detention (Feb. 2006) 47101 


CHINA (contd) 

Teenager beaten to death by police in land 
riots in Guangdong province (Jan. 2006) 
47044 

Tiananmen Square massacre: 

Payment of “hardship assistance” to mother of 

boy killed by police (April 2006) 47206 
Trade: 

Abolition of foreign exchange quota limits (Jan. 
2006) 47043 

Agreement with India to co-operate on overseas 
oil contracts (Jan, 2006) 47044 

Agreement with Russia on supply of natural gas 
to China (March 2006) 47151-52 

Transport: 
. Plan to build 48 new airports (May 2006) 47253 
lal: 

Sentencing of dissident writer Yang Tianshui for 
criticism of human rights record (May 2006) 
47253 


COLOMBIA 
Constitutional court: 
Rejection of key elements in Justice and Peace 
law (May 2006) 47248 
Ruling in favour of legalising abortion in some 
cases (May 2006) 47248 
Corruption: 
Allegations made against security services 
(April 2006) 47196 
Elections: 
Legislative (March 2006) 47140-41 
Presidential (May 2006) 47248, 47249 
To be held in May (March 2006) 47140-41 
FARC (Columbian Revolutionary Armed 
Forces): 
Bomb explosion in Caqueta (March 2006) 47141 
Rebels charged by US Department of Justice 
with importing cocaine into USA and else- 
where (March 2006) 47141 
Release of two police officers taken hostage in 
Nov. 2005 (March 2006) 47141 
Reported killing of intelligence chief Eduardo 
Diaz (May 2006) 47248 
Resignation: 
Commander of army Gen. Reinaldo Castellanos 
Trujillo (Feb. 2006) 47090 
Security: 
Attack by airforce on suspected positions of 
FARC guerrillas (Feb. 2006) 47090 
Bomb attacks blamed on FARC guerrillas (April 
2006) 47196 
Demobilisation 
Bloque Norte faction of AUC (United Self 
Defence Forces of Colombia) (March 
2006) 47141 
Magdalena Medio Bloc faction of AUC (Feb. 
2006) 47089-90 
Miners Bloc faction of AUC (Jan. 2006) 
47034 
Rejection of key elements in Justice and 
Peace law likely to jeopardise peace 
process (May 2006) 47248 
Remaining members of United Self Defence 
Forces of Columbia (April 2006) 47196 
Expulsion of legislators suspected of links with 
AUC (Jan. 2006) 47034 
Murder of Liliana Gaviria Trujillo, sister of former 
President (April 2006) 47196 
Second round of exploratory peace talks in 
Cuba with ELN (Feb. 2006) 47090 
Small bomb explosion near President Uribe’s 
farm (March 2006) 47141 
Third round of talks to formalise peace process 
(April 2006) 47196 


COMMONWEALTH OF NORTHERN MARIANA 
ISLANDS 
Economy: 
Budget cuts to subsidise fuel supply (Jan. 2006) 
47051 


COMOROS 
Cabinet: 
New (May 2006) 47240 
Elections: 
Presidential 
Primaries to choose three candidates (April 
2006) 47192 
Victory for Anmed Abdallah Mohamed Sambi 
(May 2006) 47240 
Security: 
African Union (AU) troops to ensure security dur- 
ing forthcoming elections (March 2006) 47137 
Trial: 
“Col’ Bob Denard on charges of staging coup 
attempt in 1995 (Feb. 2006) 47085 


CONGO 
Economy: 
Qualification for debt relief under HIPC initiative 
(March 2006) 47137 


CONGO, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF (DRC) 

Appointment: 

Mira Ndjoku as head of National Intelligence 
Agency (March 2006) 47136 

Sesanga Ikungu as Minister of Planning (April 
2006) 47191 

Constitution: 

Promulgation of new constitution (Feb. 2006) 
47080 

Economy: 

Donors’ conference in Brussels (Feb. 2006) 
47081 

Elections: 

Announcement of date for presidential and 
legislative elections (April 2006) 47191 
Date for presidential elections (Feb. 2006) 47080 

Health: 

Report on extent of humanitarian crisis (Jan. 
2006) 47024 

Political parties: 

Launch of Congolese Alliance for Renewal 
(April 2006) 47191 

Refugees: (April 2006) 47235 

Resignation: 

Planning Minister Alexis Thambwe Mwamba 
(March 2006) 47136 

Speaker of Chamber of Representatives Olivier 
Kamitatu Eysu (April 2006) 47191 

Security: 

Arrest of 32 foreigners accused of being merce- 
naries (May 2006) 47241 
Attacks on army in North Kivu by dissident 
Brig.-Gen. Laurent Nkunda (Jan. 2006) 
47024 
UN peacekeepers killed in ambush in Garamba 
National Park (Jan. 2006) 47024 
Unrest in North Kivu province (Feb. 2006) 
47081 
UN: 
Death of Nepalese member of MONUC in 

fighting with rebels (May 2006) 47241 

Joint military operation with Congolese soldiers 
abandoned (March 2006) 47136 

Request to EU for military assistance for 
MONUC (March 2006) 47136 

Resolution 1653 on situation in Great Lakes 
Region (Jan. 2006) 47024 

Resolution 1654 on provisions for re-establish- 
ment of sanctions committee (Jan. 2006) 
47024 

Resolution 1671 to authorise temporary deploy- 
ment of EU forces to support MONUC (April 
2006) 47191 

War crimes: 

Referral of cases of Jean-Pierre Bemba and 
Ange-Félix Patasse to International Criminal 
Court (ICC) (April 2006) 47191 

Transfer of Thomas Lubanga, leader of UPC 
militia to International Criminal Court in The 
Hague (March 2006) 47136 
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COOK ISLANDS 
Dismissal: 
High Commissioner to New Zealand Robert 
Woonton (March 2006) 47159 


COSTA RICA 
Cabinet: 
New (May 2006) 47248 
Elections: 
Legislative (Feb. 2006) 47088-89 
Presidential (Feb. 2006) 47089 
Foreign relations: 
Iraq war 
Withdrawal of Costa Rica from “coalition of 
the willing” (May 2006) 47248 
President: 
Inauguration of Oscar Arias Sanchez as 
President (May 2006) 47248 


COTE D’IVOIRE 
Appointment: 

Gen. (retd) Gaston Ouassenan Kone as disar- 
mament and reintegration chief (March 2006) 
47132 

Elections: 
Presidential 
Eligibility of political leaders to contest (Jan. 
2006) 47020 
National Assembly: 
UN mandate not extended (Jan. 2006) 47020 
Opposition leader: 

Return of Alasanne Ouattara from exile (Jan. 

2006) 47020 
Peace process: 

Peace talks between five key leaders (Feb. 
2006) 47082 

Withdrawal of Ivorian Popular Front (Jan. 2006) 
47020 

Political parties: 

Formation of centrist Republican Union for 

Democracy (URD) (May 2006) 47244-45 
President: 
Unilateral extension of National Assembly 
mandate (Jan. 2006) 47020 
Security: 
Unrest in Abidjan (Jan. 2006) 47020 
UN: 

Refusal by International Working Group estab- 
lished by Resolution 1633 to extend mandate 
of National Assembly (Jan. 2006) 47020 

Resolution 1652 to extend mandate of UN 
Operation in Céte d’lvoire (UNOCI) (Jan. 
2006) 47020 

Resolution 1657 to redeploy UN troops from 
Liberia to UNOCI (Feb. 2006) 47082 

Resolution 1667 to redeploy troops from Liberia 
(April 2006) 47189 


COUNCIL OF EUROPE 
France: 
Report critical of police detention conditions 
(Feb. 2006) 47111 


CROATIA 
Appointment: 
Ana Lovrin as Justice Minister (Feb. 2006) 47120 
Dismissal: 

Justice Minister Vesna Skare-Ozbolt (Feb. 2006) 

47120 
Political parties: 

Inauguration of right-wing Croatian Democratic 
Assembly of Slavonia and Baranja (May 
2006) 47284 

War crimes: 

Suicide in detention at ICTY in The Hague of 
former Croatian Serb leader Milan Babic 
(March 2006) 47161-62 


CUBA 
President: 
Erection of monument to obscure US Interests 
Section building (Feb. 2006) 47092 


CUBA (contd) 
Protest against electronic billboard erected by 
US Interests Section (Jan. 2006) 47038 


CYPRUS 
Appointment: 

Lt-Gen. Constantinos Bisbikas as Commander 

of National Guard (Jan. 2006) 47056 
Elections: 

Legislative 

Greek Cyprus (May 2006) 47282-83 
Health: 

Avian influenza 

Outbreak near Nicosia (Jan. 2006) 47056 
Political parties: 

‘ Election of Huseyin Ozgurgun as leader of 
National Unity Party (UBP) (Feb. 2006) 
47114 

President: 

Refusal by Tassos Papadopoulos to meet UK 
Foreign Minister Jack Straw (Jan. 2006) 
47056 

Reunification: 

Complaint about criticism by UK Foreign 
Secretary of Greek Cypriot approach to 
reunification (Feb. 2006) 47114 

Initiative by Turkey on lifting trade restrictions 
rejected by Greek Cypriot President (Jan. 
2006) 47055-56 

Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC): 

Census (May 2006) 47283 

Visit by UK Foreign Minister Jack Straw (Jan. 
2006) 47056 


CZECH REPUBLIC 
Appointment: 

Petr Hostek as new head of National Security 

Office (NBU) (April 2006) 47222 
Communist era: 

Two secret agents charged with murder of French 

Official’s wife in 1957 (Jan. 2006) 47062 
Health: 

Avian influenza 

First case of H5N1 virus found in wild swan 
(March 2006) 47166 
Political parties: 

Change of name of Freedom Union to New 
Freedom Union (April 2006) 47222 

Election of Jiri Paroubek as leader of CSSD 
(May 2006) 47275 

Merger of four minor far-right parties as Law 
and Justice Party (Jan. 2006) 47062 

Merger of Independent Democrats and Party for 
Secure Life as Independent Democrats (ND) 
(Jan. 2006) 47062 

The Moravians party to contest elections in 
June (Jan. 2006) 47062 

Prime Minister: 

Lawsuit filed by Jiri Paroubek against opposition 
leader Mirek Topolanek for defamation (May 
2006) 47275 

Security: 

Attack by police on Green Party election candi- 

date Katerina Jacques (May 2006) 47275 
Social issues: 

Bill to allow same-sex couples to register part- 
nerships vetoed by President Vaclav Klaus 
(Feb. 2006) 47120 

Veto on same-sex partnerships overturned 
(March 2006) 47166 

Storms and floods: 

Heavy flooding in Bohemia and Moravia and 

threat to Prague (March 2006) 47166 


D 


DEATH PENALTY 
Bahamas: 
Abolition by Judicial Committee of UK Privy 
Council of mandatory death sentence (March 
2006) 47145 


DEATH PENALTY (contd) 


Bangladesh: ' er 

21 people convicted of Jnenidah bombings in 
2005 (Feb. 2006) 47096 

Two militant Islamic leaders and five others for 
murder of judges in Nov. 2005 (May 2006) 
47261 

China: 

Amnesty International report on number of exe- 

cutions in 2005 (April 2006) 47206 
Indonesia: Bx 

Delay of execution of three Christian men for 
role in sectarian conflict in Poso district (April 
2006) 47203 

Two Australians sentenced for leading drug- 
smuggling ring (Feb. 2006) 47094 

Iran: 
Public hanging of two men suspected of bomb- 
ings in city of Anvaz (March 2006) 47179-80 
Iraq: 
hanane of 13 insurgents (March 2006) 47178 
Japan: 

Appeal lodged with Supreme Court against 
sentence on Shoko Asahara (May 2006) 
47255 7 

Rejection of appeal on behalf of leader of Aum d 
Shinrikyo cult Shoko Asahara (March 2006) } 
47153 : 

Jordan: 

Execution of Libyan national and Jordanian 
national for 2002 assassination of US diplo- 
mat Laurence Foley (March 2006) 47177 

Nine people sentenced for riots in Maan in 
2002 (March 2006) 47177 

Third death sentence imposed in absentia on 
Abu Misab Zarqawi and eight associates * 
(Feb. 2006) 47124 

Pakistan: 

11 members of Jundullah Islamic group for 
2004 attack on army convoy in Karachi (Feb. 
2006) 47099 

Rejection of appeal by man convicted in 1991 
as Indian spy (March 2006) 47150 

Philippines: 

Commutation of sentences on more than 1,000 

convicts (April 2006) 47203 
Thailand: 

Two men sentenced for murder of UK tourist 

Katherine Horton (Jan. 2006) 47047 
Trinidad and Tobago: 

Former police officer for shooting at 2004 carni- 

val (March 2006) 47145 
Yemen: 

Abed Abdel Razzak Kamel for killing three US 

missionaries in 2002 (Feb. 2006) 47124 


DEBT 


see also INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND 
(IMF); WORLD BANK 
Congo: 
Qualification for debt relief under HIPC initiative 
(March 2006) 47137 


DENMARK 


Economy: 

Production of Arla foods in Saudi Arabia forced 
to halt (March 2006) 47173 

Protests in Copenhagen against welfare 

a reforms (May 2006) 47276 

Support from European leaders for freedom of 
expression and criticism of violent protests at | 
cartoons (Feb. 2006) 47106 

Foreign relations: 

Announcement of intention to open more 
embassies in Middle East (May 2006) 
47276 

Boycott by Islamic countries of Danish export 
goods (Jan. 2006) 47064; (Feb. 2006) 47106 

Diplomats withdrawn from embassies endan- 


gered by protests (Feb. 2006) 47106 é 
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DENMARK (contd) 


End of two-month Muslim boycott of Arla foods 
(April 2006) 47219 
Escalation of global crisis over cartoons (Feb. 
2006) 47105-06 
Iran 
Withdrawal of ambassador from Denmark 
(Feb. 2006) 47106 
Libya 
Closure of embassy in Denmark (Jan. 2006) 
47064 
Saudi Arabia 
Ambassador withdrawn over cartoons (Jan. 
2006) 47064 
Syria 
Re-opening of Danish embassy (April 2006) 
47219 
Health: 
Avian influenza 
First case in domestic poultry (May 2006) 
47276 
First case of H5N1 virus found in wild buzzard 
(March 2006) 47173 
Media: 
Award for Jyllands-Posten for defending free- 
dom of expression (Feb. 2006) 47106 
Prime Minister: 
Refusal to issue apology for publication of car- 
toons (Feb. 2006) 47106 
Religious issues: 
Anti-Muslim backlash against protests (Feb. 
2006) 47106 
7 Call for expulsion of radical Islamic imams 
(March 2006) 47173 
Claim by Pakistani journalist of plot to kill illus- 
trators (May 2006) 47276 
Conference in Copenhagen on cultural and reli- 
gious dialogue (March 2006) 47173 
Continuing controversy over satirical cartoons 
(May 2006) 47276 
End of two-month Muslim boycott of Arla foods 
(April 2006) 47219 
Jyllands-Posten newspaper to be sued by group 
of Danish Muslim organisations (March 
2006) 47173 
Re-publication of caricatures in several 
European countries (Feb. 2006) 47105-06 
Siorm of protest over publication of satirical 
cartoons of Prophet Mohammed (Jan. 2006) 
47064 
Royal Family: 
Admission by Prince Henrik of liking for dog 
meat while in Vietnam (May 2006) 47276 
Security: 
Increased risk of terrorism after caricature crisis 
(April 2006) 47219 


a 
{ 


DISARMAMENT AND ARMS CONTROL 
see also ARMS TRADE; NUCLEAR ENERGY; 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
UN Conference on Disarmament: 
Draft treaty on Fissile Material Cut-Off tabled by 
USA (May 2006) 47291 
USA 
Plan to develop anti-satellite laser (May 
2006) 47291 
UN Resolution 1673 to extend mandate of 1540 
Committee to monitor prevention of access to 
weapons (April 2006) 47237 


DISASTERS 
see also AVIATION; DROUGHT AND FAMINE; 
EARTHQUAKES; ENVIRONMENT; HEALTH 
AND EPIDEMIC DISEASES; STORMS, 
CYLONES, AND FLOODS 
Buildings: 
Germany 
Collapse of snow-laden roof of skating rink in 
Bavarian Alps (Jan. 2006) 47061 
Poland ; 
Deaths resulting from collapse of exhibition 


DISASTERS (contd) 
hall roof under weight of snow (Jan. 2006) 
47063 
Russia 
Collapse of Baumansky indoor market in 
Moscow under weight of heavy snow 
(Feb. 2006) 47120 
Saudi Arabia 
Death of 76 Haj pilgrims when roof of hostel 
collapsed (Jan. 2006) 47071 
Uganda é 
Collapse of roof of church in Kampala killing 
23 worshippers (March 2006) 47135 
Drownings: 
Zimbabwe 
Drowning of migrants trying to cross 
Limpopo river into South Africa (Jan. 
2006) 47025 
Explosions: 
Benin 
Petrol tanker in village of Porga (May 2006) 
47244 
Nigeria 
Petroleum pipeline near Lagos (May 2006) 
47244 
Fires: 
Australia 
Bush fires in Victoria, Tasmania, and Western 
Australia (Jan. 2006) 47050 
India 
Fire at trade fair in Uttar Pradesh (April 
2006) 47209 
Landslide: 
Philippines 
Coastal village covered by landslide after 
heavy rain (Feb. 2006) 47093 
Railways: 
Serbia and Montenegro 
Derailment and crash of passenger train 
near Podgorica (Jan. 2006) 47065 
Shipping: 
Bahrain 
Sinking of pleasure boat killing at least 57 
people (March 2006) 47181; (April 2006) 
47235 
Cameroon 
Ferry sinking off port of Kribi (March 2006) 
47137 
Djibouti 
Capsize of ferry in Gulf of Tadjoura (April 
2006) 47192 
Egypt 
Sinking of ferry in Red Sea (Feb. 2006) 
47126-27; (April 2006) 47234 
Ghana 
Capsize of ferry on Lake Volta (April 2006) 
47190 
Indonesia 
Sinking of ferry off port of Kupang (Feb. 
2006) 47094 
Tanzania 
Capsize of ferry on Lake Victoria (April 2006) 
47193 
Stampedes: 
Philippines 
Deaths of 74 people in stampede at stadium 
in Manila (Feb. 2006) 47093 
Saudi Arabia 
Death of at least 363 Haj pilgrims in stampede 
near Mecca (Jan. 2006) 47071 
Workplace: 
Australia 
Two miners rescued after deep mine rock fall 
(May 2006) 47265 
Mexico 
Death of 65 miners in coal mine explosion 
(Feb. 2006) 47088; (March 2006) 47146 
USA 
Twelve miners died after explosion at 
Sago Mine in West Virginia (Jan. 2006) 
47032 
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Aviation: 

Crash of two US military helicopters in Gulf of 

Aden (Feb. 2006) 47085 
Disaster: 

Capsize of ferry in Gulf of Tadjoura (April 2006) 

47192 
Foreign relations: 

Dispute with France over killing of judge 
Bernard Borrel in 1995 passed to 
International Court of Justice in The Hague 
(Jan. 2006) 47026 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
Economy: 
Budget (Feb. 2006) 47092 
Elections: 
Legislative and municipal (May 2006) 47251 


DROUGHT AND FAMINE 
Korea, North: 
WFP food aid (April 2006) 47205; (May 2006) 
47254 
Somalia: 
Warning by UN humanitarian co-ordinator of 
widespread famine (March 2006) 47134 


DRUGS 
Bolivia: 

Pre-election promise by Morales to decrimi- 
nalise coca production (Jan. 2006) 47035 

Speculation over future relations with USA over 
drug trafficking (Jan. 2006) 47035 

Colombia: 

FARC rebels charged by US Department of 
Justice with importing cocaine into USA and 
elsewhere (March 2006) 47141 

Indonesia: 

Death sentences on two Australians convicted 
of leading drug-smuggling ring (Feb. 2006) 
47094 

Italy: 

Increased penalties for smoking cannabis (Feb. 

2006) 47113 
Mexico: 

Senate approval of bill to decriminalise drug 
possession (April 2006) 47195; (May 2006) 
47247 

UK: 

Partial decriminalisation of cannabis to remain 
(Jan. 2006) 47059 : 

Review of classification system announced 
(Jan. 2006) 47059 

Venezuela: 

Renewal of co-operation with USA on drug traf- 

ficking (Jan. 2006) 47036 


E 
EARTHQUAKES 
see also DISASTERS, Asian Tsunami 
Indonesia: 


Southern Java 
Damage to Yogyakarta ancient city (May 
2006) 47256 
Three killed by resulting tsunami in Maluku 
province (March 2006) 47157 
Iran: 
Three earthquakes in western Iran (March 
2006) 47180 
Russia: 
Kamchatka peninsula (April 2006) 47228 
Tonga: 
Minor offshore earthquake and small tsunami 
(May 2006) 47268 


EAST TIMOR 
Commission for Reception, Truth and 
Reconciliation: 
Endorsement by President Gusmao and 
Indonesian President (Feb. 2006) 47105 
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EAST TIMOR (contd) 

Leak in Australian newspaper of report on 

Indonesian occupation (Jan. 2006) 47049 
Defence: 

Dismissal of troops striking in protest at condi- 

tions (March 2006) 47157 
Foreign relations: 

Australia 

Agreement on shares of gas and oil revenues 
from Timor Sea fields (Jan. 2006) 47049 
Indonesia 
Meeting on Bali of President Gusmao and 
Indonesian President Yudhoyono (Feb. 
2006) 47105 
Political parties: 

Challenge to leadership of Fretilin party of 

Prime Minister Alkatiri (May 2006) 47257 
President: 

Reports of tension between José Xanana 
Gusmao and Prime Minister (May 2006) 
47257 

Security: 

Arrival of Australian troops to help quell unrest 
(May 2006) 47257 

Continuing conflict between factions in Dili (May 
2006) 47257 

Serious violence at demonstrations by former 
soldiers in capital Dili (April 2006) 47214 

UN: 

Resolution 1677 to extend mandate of UNOTIL 
and expressing concern over unrest (May 
2006) 47257 

Visit of UN human rights commission to assess 
situation (May 2006) 47258 

UNDP report: 

Findings of increased poverty and declining 
human development since independence 
(March 2006) 47157 


ECHR see EUROPEAN COURT OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS (ECHR) 


ECUADOR 
Appointments: 

Felipe Vega as Interior Minister (March 2006) 

47141 
Constitutional court: 

Ruling on import tax for residents of border 

town of Huaquillas (May 2006) 47249 
Foreign relations: 

Colombia 

Discussion of Colombian incursion in pursuit 
of FARC rebels (March 2006) 47142 

Protest at violation of airspace by Colombian 
airforce (Feb. 2006) 47090 

USA 

Cancellation of oil contract with Occidental 
Petroleum (May 2006) 47249 
Suspension of Free Trade Agreement (May 
2006) 47249 
Resignations: 

Interior Minister Alfredo Castillo (March 2006) 
47141 

President of Petroecuador Luis Roman (Feb. 
2006) 47090 

Security: 

Charges dropped against former President 
Lucio Gutiérrez for violating internal security 
(March 2006) 47142 

Protests against planned Free Trade Agreement 
with USA (March 2006) 47141 

Strike by oil workers in protest at unpaid wages 
(March 2006) 47141-42 

Violent protests against public transport fare 
increases (Jan. 2006) 47038 

Violent protests at Sardina oil installation to 
demand transport improvements (Feb. 2006) 
47090 

State of Emergency: 

Called in five provinces in response to protests 

against FTA with USA (March 2006) 47142 


ECUADOR (contd) 
Called in response to oil workers’ strike in three 
provinces (March 2006) 47141-42 


EGYPT 
Disaster: 

Ferry owners blamed for safety failings (April 
2006) 47234 

Sinking of ferry in Red Sea (Feb. 2006) 
47126-27 

Elections: 

Local 

Postponed for two years (Feb. 2006) 47127 
Foreign relations: 

Confirmation of reports on US “black sites” in 
Europe (Jan. 2006) 47031 

Palestine 
Call on Hamas to modify approach to !srael 

(Feb. 2006) 47126 
USA 
Halt to trade negotiations in protest at 
imprisonment of opposition politician 
Ayman Nur (Jan. 2006) 47071 
Health: 

Avian influenza 

First case of human infection with H5N1 
virus (March 2006) 47180 
Law and legislation: 

Extension of Emergency Laws for two years 

(May 2006) 47289 
People’s Assembly: 

Arrest of 22 Islamic militants (April 2006) 
47234 

Arrest in Kenya of five men suspected of bomb 
attack at Cairo football cup final (Feb. 2006) 
47127 

Death of Tawhid wal-Jihad leader Nasser 
Khamis el-Mallahi (May 2006) 47290 

Detention of members of Muslim Brotherhood 
and activists (May 2006) 47289-90 

Protests in Cairo in support of judges who had 
made charges of electoral fraud (May 2006) 
47290 

Opposition by Muslim Brotherhood to extension 
of Emergency Laws (April 2006) 47234 

Religious issues: 

Attack on worshippers in Coptic churches in 

Alexandria (April 2006) 47234 
Security: 

Release from prison of three UK citizens con- 
victed of promoting banned Islamist organi- 
sation (March 2006) 47180 

Rioting between Copts and Muslims in 
Alexandria (April 2006) 47234 

Suicide bombs near El Gorah in Sinai (April 
2006) 47234 

Tourists among dead in bombings in resort of 
Dahab (April 2006) 47234 


EL SALVADOR 
Elections: 
Legislative (March 2006) 47140 
FMLN: 
Death and funeral of former leader Schafik 
Jorge Handal (Jan. 2006) 47033 
Violent clashes with supporters of ruling 
Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA) 
party (Jan. 2006) 47033 


ENVIRONMENT 
see also DROUGHT AND FAMINE; EARTH- 
QUAKES; NUCLEAR entries; PETROLEUM 
AND GAS; SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH; 
STORMS, CYCLONES, AND FLOODS; 
UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT 
PROGRAMME (UNEP) 
Arctic: 
Concern over US oil exploration project (April 
2006) 47236 
Research on chemical pollutants in polar bears 
(Jan. 2006) 47073 


ENVIRONMENT (contd) 
Climate change/global warming: 
Australian research into rising global sea levels 
(Jan. 2006) 47072 
Germany 
Falling water levels in river Elbe probably 
due to global warming (Jan. 2006) 47062 
Inaugural meeting of Asia-Pacific Partnership 
on Clean Development and Climate to pro- 
mote clean technology (Jan. 2006) 47073 
NASA data showed 2005 warmest year for 100 
years (Feb. 2006) 47127-28 
Report at Exeter conference that climate at “tip- 
ping point” (Feb. 2006) 47127 
Statistics on US greenhouse gas emissions 
(April 2006) 47236-37 
Two separate reports of record atmospheric 
carbon dioxide levels (March 2006) 47182 
UK 
Target on “greenhouse gas” emissions 
missed (March 2006) 47172 
Warning in government report Avoiding 
Dangerous Climate Change of irreversible 
climate change effects (Jan. 2006) 47072 
Degradation of habitats: 
Brazil 
Report by Greenpeace on rate of deforestation 
in Amazon rainforest (April 2006) 47198 
Canada 
Agreement to protect rainforest in British 
Columbia (Feb. 2006) 47088 
Endangered species: 
Extension on ban on export of caviar from 
Caspian Sea sturgeon (April 2006) 47237 
France 
Authorisation of re-introduction of brown 
bears in Pyrenees (May 2006) 47280-81 
Publication by World Conservation Union of 
2006 Red List including polar bear and hip- 
popotamus (May 2006) 47292 
Report in Nature on critical population levels of 
five deep-sea fish species (Jan. 2006) 
47073 
Suspension of trade in caviar pending research 
into sustainable management (Jan. 2006) 
47073 
Glaciers: 
Acceleration of melting rate of Greenland gla- 
ciers (Feb. 2006) 47128 
Kiribati: 
Creation of Phoenix Islands Protected Area 
marine reserve (March 2006) 47159 
Pollution: 
Bangladesh 
Appeal to UK House of Lords over contami- 
nation of deep wells by British Geological 
Survey (May 2006) 47261 
Shipyards banned from breaking up French 
ocean liner (Feb. 2006) 47096 
China 
Call for reduction in air pollution (April 2006) 
47206 
Compensation awarded to water company in 
Baotou (Inner Mongolia) for pollution of 
Yellow river (Jan. 2006) 47044 
Investment in pollution control on Songhua 
river (Jan. 2006) 47043 
Plan to treat and monitor water in Songhua 
river after pollution incident (March 2006) 
47152 
India 
Decommissioned French ship Clemenceau 
barred on environmental grounds (Jan. 
2006) 47040; (Feb. 2006) 47097 
Indonesia 
Payment of settlement by US Newmont 
Mining Corp. over alleged pollution of 
Buyat Bay (Feb. 2006) 47094 
Warning to Freeport McMoRan to improve 
standards at Grasberg mine (March 2006) 
47156 
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ENVIRONMENT (contd) 
USA 


Major leak from trans-Alaska oil pipeline in 
Prudhoe Bay (March 2006) 47139 
Russia: 
Veto by President Putin of planned pipeline 
route near Lake Baikal (April 2006) 47227-28 
UN Convention on Biodiversity: 
8th biennial meeting in Curitiba, Brazil (March 
2006) 47182 
World Water Forum: 
Meeting in Mexico City (March 2006) 47182 


EQUATORIAL GUINEA 
Appointment: 
Nephew of President as Minister of Regional 
Integration (Feb. 2006) 47085 


ERITREA 
Foreign relations: 
Expulsion of three international charities (March 
2006) 47134 
Growing tension on border with Ethiopia (Jan. 
2006) 47022 
Meeting in London of Eritrea-Ethiopia Boundary 
: Commission (March 2006) 47134 
N: 
Address by Secretary General on restrictions 
on UNMEE (Jan. 2006) 47022 
Resolution 1661 to extend mandate of UN 
Mission (UNMEE) for one month (March 
2006) 47134 
Resolution 1670 to extend mandate of UN 
~ Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) 
(April 2006) 47193 
Resolution 1681 to extend mandate of UN 
Mission (UNMEE) but reduce maximum 
strength (May 2006) 47240 


ESTONIA 
EU constitution: 
Ratification (May 2006) 47284 
Foreign relations: 
Russia 
New talks on border demarcation (Jan. 2006) 
47066 
Obituary: 
Meri, Lennart (former President) (March 2006) 
47175 
Political parties: 
Merger of opposition Pro Patria Union and 
Union for the Republic Res Publica (April 
2006) 47229 


1 
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ETHIOPIA 
Economy: 
Funds from UK and World Bank for poorest to 
compensate for aid cuts (May 2006) 47241 
Foreign relations: 
Border tension with Eritrea (Jan. 2006) 47022 
Human rights: 
UK aid reduced due to concerns over crack- 
down on opposition supporters (Jan. 2006) 
47022 
Political parties: 
New opposition coalition (May 2006) 47241 
Rejection of request by three opposition parties 
to form unified coalition party (March 2006) 
47134 
Security: 
; Bomb explosions in Addis Ababa blamed on 
Eritrean government (March 2006) 47134 
Eight bomb explosions in Addis Ababa (May 
2006) 47241 
Trials: 
129 opposition activists on charges of treason 
and attempted genocide (Feb. 2006) 47085 
Acauittal of 18 defendants of treason charges 
(March 2006) 47134 
Prosecution evidence of treason and genocide 
2 against 76 defendants (May 2006) 47240-41 


EUROPE 
see also COUNCIL OF EUROPE; entries beginning 
EUROPEAN; ORGANISATION FOR SECURITY 
AND CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE (OSCE) 
GUAM regional grouping (Georgia, Azerbaijan, 
Ukraine, and Moldova): 

Summit meeting in Kiev, change of name to 
Organisation for Democracy and Economic 
Development-GUAM (ODED-GUAM) (May 
2006) 47284 


EUROPEAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS (ECHR) 
France: 

Appeal by “Carlos the Jackal” against previous 
ruling on conditions of solitary confinement 
(Jan. 2006) 47060-61 

Latvia: 

Appeal upheld on exclusion of former 
Communist Party member from parliament 
(March 2006) 47165-66 

Russia: 

Award of compensation to Aleksei Mikheyev for 

torture by Russian police (Jan. 2006) 47053 
UK: 

Ruling on refusal of pension as woman to per- 
son who had undergone sex-change (May 
2006) 47279 


EUROPEAN COURT OF JUSTICE (ECV) 
Recommendation: 
Pension of former EU Commissioner Edith 
Cresson to be cut by half (Feb. 2006) 47115 
Rulings: 
Against legality of EU-US agreement on provi- 
sion of personal data on airline passengers 
(May 2006) 47283 
Against requirement for foreign workers in 
Germany to work for a year to qualify for 
visas (Jan. 2006) 47061 
On illegality of Ireland’s action at UN against 
BNFL nuclear reprocessing plant at Sellafield 
(May 2006) 47284 
On illegality of paying employees to work during 
holiday entitlement (March 2006) 47174 
UK 
On refusal of pension as woman to person 
who had undergone sex-change (April 
2006) 47221 
Reimbursement of UK nationals for hospital 
treatment in other EU states (May 2006) 
47279 


EUROPEAN UNION (EU) 
Competition Commission: 

Raids on major energy companies for evidence 
of market-distorting activities (May 2006) 
47283 

Warning about distortions in EU energy market 
(Feb. 2006) 47114-15 

Constitution: 

Intention by Austrian presidency to revive draft 
(Jan. 2006) 47064 

No vote on ratification in Finland (Jan. 2006) 
47064 

Court of Auditors: 

Criticism of Technical Assistance for the 
Commonwealth of Independent States 
(TACIS) programme (April 2006) 47224 

Economy: 

Adoption of controversial draft directive on 
services sector single market (Feb. 2006) 
47114 

Adoption of new directive on services sector 
single market (May 2006) 47284 

Approval of 2007-13 budget (May 2006) 47283 

Commitment by Brussels summit to Energy 
Policy for Europe (March 2006) 47174 

Compromise agreement on 2007-13 budget 
(April 2006) 47223-24 

Concern over protectionist tendencies (March 
2006) 47174 


EUROPEAN UNION (EU) (contd) 

Expiry of opt-out period on labour movement 
from new member states (April 2006) 47223 

Proposal to extend single market to services 
sector (Jan. 2006) 47064. 

Report on Lisbon strategy showing mixed 
progress on competitiveness (Jan. 2006) 
47064 

Summit in Brussels focussing on “Lisbon 
strategy” (March 2006) 47174 

Walkout from summit by President Chirac in 
protest at speech in English (March 2006) 
47174 

Enlargement: 
Visit by EU President to Balkan region (Feb. 
2006) 47114 
EU-Latin American and Caribbean summit: 
4th summit in Vienna (May 2006) 47283 
European Central Bank: 
Increase in interest rate (March 2006) 47174 
European Commission (EC): 

Adoption of blacklist of airlines (March 2006) 
47174 

Case to be sent to ECJ against states which 
had failed to implement ban on tobacco 
advertising (April 2006) 47224 

Condemnation of protectionist policies in Poland 
(Feb, 2006) 47114; (March 2006) 47174 

Criticism of France for decree to protect strate- 
gic French industries (Jan. 2006) 47064; 
(Feb. 2006) 47114 

Draft directive to extend internal market to serv- 
ices sector (April 2006) 47224 

Formal proceedings against Deutches Post for 
abuse of market domination (May 2006) 
47283 

Further attempts by Microsoft to resolve anti- 
trust dispute with EC (Jan. 2006) 47064; 
(Feb. 2006) 47115 

Further talks with Microsoft (March 2006) 47174 

Legal action against seven states for failure to 
open gambling industries to competition 
(April 2006) 47223 

Notification to 17 states of legal action over pro- 
tectionist measures (April 2006) 47223 

Proposal for “EU crime” and penalties for coun- 
terfeiting goods (April 2006) 47224 

Warning by President José Manuel Barroso 
against trying to revive constitution (Jan. 
2006) 47064 

European Court (of First Instance): 

Appeal by Microsoft against fine imposed by EC 

(April 2006) 47224 
European Parliament: 

Adoption of controversial draft directive on 
services sector single market (Feb. 2006) 
47114 

Disclosure of overcharging by Strasbourg for 
rent of parliamentary premises (April 2006) 
47224 

Rejection of EC directive on liberalisation of 
port services (Jan. 2006) 47064 

France: 

Condemnation by EC of protectionist policies 
(Feb. 2006) 47114 

Demand by EC for explanation of Gaz de 
France merger with Suez power (March 
2006) 47174 

Lithuania: 

Application to join euro single currency (March 
2006) 47174 

Failure to meet single currency requirements 
(May 2006) 47283 

Poland: 

Opposition to takeover of BPH bank by Uni- 

Credit of Italy (March 2006) 47174 
Ports: 

Abandonment of draft directive on liberalisation 

of port services (March 2006) 47174 
Presidency: 
Assumption by Austria (Jan. 2006) 47064 
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EUROPEAN UNION (EU) (contd) 
Single currency: 
Latvia to adopt euro in 2007 (Jan. 2006) 
47064 
Lithuania not admitted due to inflation (May 
2006) 47283 
Slovenia deemed to have met requirement 
(May 2006) 47283 
Slovenia: 
Deemed to have met requirements for joining 
single currency (May 2006) 47283 
Spain: 
Explanation demanded by EC of takeover block 
(March 2006) 47174 
Transport: 
Approval of adoption of standardised driving 
licences (March 2006) 47174 


F 


FAO see UNITED NATIONS FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE ORGANISATION (FAQ) 


FiJl 
Cabinet: 
New (May 2006) 47267 
China-Pacific Island Countries Economic 

Development and Corporation Forum 

(CPICEDCF): 

Inaugural meeting (April 2006) 47213 

Elections: 

Legislative 
Date announced (March 2006) 47158-59 
Victory for ruling SDL party (May 2006) 

47267 
Foreign relations: 

Visit of Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao (April 

2006) 47213 
Political parties: 

CAMV to contest elections independently of 
SDL (March 2006) 47159 

Coalition government offered by Laisenia 
Qarase to FLP (May 2006) 47267 

Dissolution of NLUP party (March 2006) 47159 

Merger of minority CAMV party with main 
nationalist United Fiji Party (SDL) (Feb. 
2006) 47104 

Merger of three parties in Ba province (March 
2006) 47158-59 

President: 

Reappointment of Ratu Josefa Iloilo (March 

2006) 47158 
Prime Minister: 

Appointment of Laisenia Qarase for second 

term (May 2006) 47267 
Security: 

Charge of inciting troops against former 
Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka (May 2006) 
47267 

Legal action launched by forces commander 
against Finance Minister Ratu Jone 
Kubuabola (Feb. 2006) 47104 

Renewed tension between forces commander 
Frank Bainimarama and government (Jan. 
2006) 47050 

Vice President: 

Reappointment of Ratu Joni Madraiwiwi (March 

2006) 47158 


FINLAND 
Elections: 
Presidential (Jan. 2006) 47063-64 
EU: 
No vote on ratification of constitutional treaty in 
immediate future (Jan. 2006) 47064 
Political parties: 
Election of Martti Korhonen as chairman of 
Left-Wing Alliance (VAS) (May 2006) 47284. 
President: 
Re-election of Tarja Halonen (Jan. 2006) 
47063-64 


FRANCE 
Clearstream affair: 

Admission by confidant of Prime Minister de 
Villepin of role as informant (May 2006) 
47280 

Allegations that Interior Minister Sarkozy had 
channelled bribes through Clearstream 
International Bank in Luxembourg (April 
2006) 47217 

Corruption: 

Allegations against politicians and executives of 
bribery in connection with sale of French 
ships to Taiwan (April 2006) 47217 

Investigation of former Interior Minister Charles 
Pasqua in connection with UN oil-for-food 
programme in Iraq (April 2006) 47217 

Opening of trial of businessmen and officials on 
charges relating to Paris mayoralty of 
Jacques Chirac (Jan. 2006) 47060 

Corsica: 

Claim by both wings of Corsican National 
Liberation Front for recent bombings (Jan. 
2006) 47060 

Further bombings and arrests (Feb. 2006) 
47111 

Responsibility for recent bombings claimed by 
Corsican National Liberation Front (May 
2006) 47281 

Shooting dead of Corsican assembly member 
Robert Feliciaggi (March 2006) 47168 

Cour de Cassation (Appeals Court): 

Overturning of acquittals of photographers 
charged with invasion of privacy of Princess 
of Wales (Feb. 2006) 47111 

Economy: 

Announcement of state funding for high-tech- 
nology projects (April 2006) 47217 

Government opposition to hostile bid by Mittal 
Steel for Arcelor steel giant (Feb. 2006) 
47110 

Launch of hostile takeover of Arcelor steel com- 
pany by Mittal Steel (May 2006) 47281 

Mass protests against new employment con- 
tract (CPE) for younger workers (March 
2006) 47168 

Merger of Gaz de France and Suez power con- 
glomerate (Feb. 2006) 47111 

Withdrawal by President of proposed new job 
contract (April 2006) 47217 

Elections: 
Presidential 
Announcement of candidacy of far-right 
leader Jean-Marie Le Pen (May 2006) 
47280 
Announcement of candidacy of former Prime 
Minister Laurent Fabius (Jan. 2006) 47060 
Environment: 

Authorisation of re-introduction of brown bears 

in Pyrenees (May 2006) 47280-81 
EU: 

Condemnation by EC of protectionist policies 

(Feb. 2006) 47114 
Health: 
Avian influenza 
First case found in wild duck (Feb. 2006) 
47110 
Further cases of H5N1 virus confirmed 
(March 2006) 47168 
Human rights: 

Appeal to ECHR by “Carlos the Jackal” against 
previous ruling on conditions of solitary con- 
finement (Jan. 2006) 47060-61 

Report by Council of Europe critical of police 
detention conditions (Feb. 2006) 47111 

Immigration and asylum: 

Additions to list of “safe” countries (May 2006) 
47280 

Adoption of controversial immigration bill (May 
2006) 47280 

Criticism of remarks by Interior Minister Nicolas 
Sarkozy on immigrants (April 2006) 47217 


FRANCE (contd) 

New bill restricting unskilled and dependant 

immigrants (Feb. 2006) 47111 
Interior Minister: 

Reconciliation of Nicolas Sarkozy with 

estranged second wife (Jan. 2006) 47060 
Internet: 

Announcement of state funding for Quaero 

search engine project (April 2006) 47217 
Media: 

Debate on limits of freedom of expression after 
re-publication of Danish cartoons (Feb. 2006) 
47110 

Dismissal of France-Soir editor for re-publication 
of Danish cartoons (Feb. 2006) 47110 

National Front (FN): 

Loss of libel suit by Olivier Martinelli against } 

Guardian newspaper (Jan. 2006) 47060 
Nuclear issues: 7 

Declaration by President Chirac of willingness 
to retaliate with nuclear weapons in certain 
circumstances (Jan. 2006) 47060 

President: 

Criticism of grant of presidential pardon to for- 
mer Sports Minister Guy Drut (May 2006) ft 
47280 | 

Overruling of Prime Minister's proposed new job 
contract (April 2006) 47217 

Prime Minister: | 

Authority of Dominique de Villepin challenged } 
over CPE employment contract (March 2006) 
47168; (April 2006) 47217 

Continuing dispute with President Chirac and 
political rival Nicolas Sarkozy (May 2006) ‘ 
47280 

Defeat of no-confidence vote in National 
Assembly (May 2006) 47280 

Racial issues: 

Black comedian fined for inciting racial hatred 
against Jews (March 2006) 47168 

Investigation ordered into claim of anti-Semitic 
propaganda on Islamic website (May 2006) 
47280 

March in Paris against racism and anti- 
Semitism (Feb. 2006) 47111 

Meeting between Interior Minister Sarkozy and 
French Council of the Muslim Faith (March ) 
2006) 47168 

Order for extradition from Céte d'Ivoire of 
Youssouf Fofana to face charges relating to 
murder of French Jew (March 2006) 47168 

Renewal of suburban rioting by Muslim youths 
in Paris (May 2006) 47280 

Religious issues: 
Filing of criminal complaint by French Council of 
the Muslim Faith about publication of Danish 
cartoons (May 2006) 47281 
Sikhs to remove turbans for photographs for 
identity documents (March 2006) 47168 
Security: 

End of hunger strike by National Assembly | 

deputy in protest at relocation of Japanese | 
car paint factory (April 2006) 47217 

Passengers on Riviera train assaulted and 
robbed by gangs of youths (Jan. 2006) 

47060 | 

Terrorism 

Fine imposed on “Carlos the Jackal” for 
defence of terrorism in television interview 
(April 2006) 47217 

French nationals returned from Guantanamo 
Bay sent for trial (April 2006) 47217 

Lawsuit filed by family of French national 
detained in Abu Ghraib prison (March 
2006) 47168 

Rejection of appeal against sentence on 
Pakistani national for support of Islamic 
extremism (Jan. 2006) 47060 

Rejection of appeals for release of five 
French former Guantanamo detainees 


(Jan. 2006) 47060 é 
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FRANCE (contd) 

Release from French custody of French 
national released from Guantanamo Bay 
(March 2006) 47168 

Release from French custody of two French 
nationals released from Guantanamo Bay 
(Jan. 2006) 47060 

Violent demonstration in Paris suburb after fatal 
shooting of robber by police (Feb. 2006) 
47111 
Social issues: 
Report of failure of marriage of Nicolas Sarkozy 
and his second wife (Feb. 2006) 47111 
Request to Constitutional Council to rule on 
teaching on French colonialism (Jan. 2006) 
47060 
State of emergency: 

Ended after decline in violent protests by 

Muslim youths (Jan. 2006) 47060 
Trials: 

Acquittal of campaigners against genetically 
modified crops (Jan. 2006) 47060 

Algerian national Rachid Ramda on charges 
relating to 1995 Paris bombings (Feb. 2006) 
47111 

Businessmen and public housing officials on 
corruption charges (Jan. 2006) 47060 

Conviction and sentencing of Rachid Ramda on 
charges of financing 1995 Paris bombings 
(March 2006) 47168 

Fine imposed on Gaz de France for apartment 
block explosion in Dijon in 1999 (March 

7 2006) 47168 

Sentencing of Algerian nationals convicted of 
criminal conspiracy linked to terrorism (April 
2006) 47217 

Six air industry officials on charges connected 
with 1992 crash of French Airbus (May 2006) 
47280 


FRENCH POLYNESIA 
Appointment: 
Jacqui Drollet as Economy and Finance 
} Minister (Jan. 2006) 47051 
Cabinet: 
Changes (April 2006) 47214 
Economy: 

Announcement of budget deficit (Feb. 2006) 
47104 

Vote by Legislative Assembly to adopt euro 
instead of French Pacific franc (Jan. 2006) 
47051 

High Commissioner: 

Revocation of privileges of Marine Affairs 
Minister Keitapu Maamaatuaiahutapu (March 
2006) 47159 

Nuclear issues: 

Approval by Legislative Assembly of report on 
French nuclear tests (Feb. 2006) 47104 

Report by committee of inquiry into effects of 
nuclear tests in 1966-74 (Jan. 2006) 47051 

Resignation: 

Economy and Finance Minister Emile Vanfasse 

(Jan. 2006) 47051 
Security: 

Dissolution of controversial government inter- 

vention group (GIP) (Jan. 2006) 47051 
Trial: 

Conviction of Minister for Post and 
Telecommunications on charges of misuse of 
public resources (Feb. 2006) 47104 


G 
G-7 see INDUSTRIALISED COUNTRIES 
G-8 see INDUSTRIALISED COUNTRIES 
GABON 


Cabinet: 
2 New (Jan. 2006) 47024, 47025 


GABON (contd) 
Obituary: 
Rawiri, Georges (former Deputy Prime Minister 
and Speaker) (April 2006) 47193 
President: 
Omar Bongo sworn in (Jan. 2006) 47024 


THE GAMBIA 
Security: 
Discovery of coup plot by army officers (March 
2006) 47133 


GEORGIA 
Economy: 

Protests against closure of Russian base at 

Akhalkalaki (April 2006) 47226 
Foreign relations: 

Russia 

Agreement on closure of Russian military 
bases (April 2006) 47227 

Ban on import to Russia of Georgian wine 
and mineral water on safety grounds (May 
2006) 47271 

Deterioration in relations over gas pipeline 
explosions (Jan. 2006) 47053, 47054; 
(Feb. 2006) 47116 

Tension over Russian peacekeepers in South 
Ossetia (Feb. 2006) 47116 

Parliament: 

Opposition boycott in protest at exclusion of 
Republican Party member (April 2006) 
47227 

Trial: 

Conviction and sentencing of Vladimir 
Arutyunian for attempted assassination of 
US President George Bush in 2005 (Jan. 
2006) 47054 

UN: 

Resolution 1656 to extend mandate of UN 
Observer Mission (UNOMIG) (Jan. 2006) 
47054 

Resolution 1666 to extend mandate of UN 
Observer Mission (UNOMIG) (April 2006) 
47227 


GERMANY 
Appointment: 
Monika Harms as first woman Federal 
Prosecutor General (April 2006) 47218 
Petra Pau as one of five vice presidents of 
Bundestag (April 2006) 47218 
Chancellor: 
Popularity of Angela Merkel in opinion polls 
(Feb. 2006) 47112 
Disaster: 
Collapse of snow-laden roof of skating rink in 
Bavarian Alps (Jan. 2006) 47061 
Economy: 
Compromise agreement with strikers in Baden- 
Warttemburg (April 2006) 47218 
Compromise reached with public sector workers 
in Hamburg and Lower Saxony (March 2006) 
47167 
Enquiry by EC into bank loan guarantee for 
planned trans-Baltic gas pipeline (May 2006) 
47276 
National strike begun by public sector workers 
against plans to extend working week (Feb. 
2006) 47112 
Strike by public sector workers over working 
hours (May 2006) 47276 
Elections: 
State 
Baden-Wiirttemberg (March 2006) 47166, 
47167 
Rhineland-Palatine (March 2006) 47166, 
47167 
Saxony-Anhalt (March 2006) 47166, 47167 
Energy: 
Summit in Berlin on problems of supply, 
prices, and climate change (April 2006) 47218 


GERMANY (contd) 
Environment: 

Falling water levels in river Elbe probably due to 

global warming (Jan. 2006) 47062 
Espionage: 

Allegations in connection with leaks from BND 

intelligence service (May 2006) 47275 
European Court of Justice (ECJ): 

Ruling against requirement for foreign workers 
to work for a year to qualify for visas (Jan. 
2006) 47061 

Federal Constitutional Court: 

Release ordered of Moroccan national Mounir 
Motassadeq pending appeal against convic- 
tion (Feb. 2006) 47112 

Ruling against database trawling by police to 
find suspected terrorists (May 2006) 47275 

Ruling against obligation to pay damages to vic- 
tims of Nazi crimes (March 2006) 47167 

Ruling as unconstitutional law authorising 
shooting down of hijacked aircraft (Feb. 
2006) 47111 

Foreign relations: 

China 

Visit by Chancellor Angela Merkel (May 
2006) 47276 

Ruling that government not entitled to charge 
citizens for costs of release from kidnapping 
abroad (April 2006) 47218 

Russia 
Visit by Angela Merkel to Moscow (Jan. 

2006) 47061 
USA 
Call by Merkel for closure of Guantanamo 
Bay detention camp (Jan. 2006) 47061 
Second visit by Chancellor Angela Merkel 
(May 2006) 47276 
Visit by Angela Merkel to improve German- 
US relations (Jan. 2006) 47061 
Former Chancellor: 

Controversial appointment of Gerhard Schréder 
as director of Russian N. European Gas 
Pipeline consortium (March 2006) 47167 

Injunction made against FDP leader over alle- 
gations about Schréder’s appointment to 
NEGP (April 2006) 47218 

Health: 
Avian influenza 
Cases found in wild swans on Rigen island 
(Feb. 2006) 47112 
First case of H5N1 virus in domestic poultry 
near Leipzig (April 2006) 47218 
Two more cases found in cats and other 
species on Rigen island (Mar. 2006) 47167 
Immigration and asylum: 

Agreement of states on standards for naturali- 
sation of immigrants (May 2006) 47275 

Support from Chancellor for national citizenship 
test (March 2006) 47167 

Media: 

Re-publication in several newspapers of Danish 

cartoons (Feb. 2006) 47111 
Obituary: 

Rau, Johannes (former federal President) (Jan. 

2006) 47062 
Political parties: 

Agreement on ruling coalition in Baden- 
Wirttemburg (May 2006) 47276 

Election of Kurt Beck as leader of Social 
Democratic Party (May 2006) 47276 

Nomination of Kurt Beck as leader of SPD 
(April 2006) 47218 

Racial issues: 

Statistics on right-wing extremists (May 2006) 

47275 
Religious issues: 

Ban by North Rhine-Westphalia on wearing of 
Islamic headscarves by schoolteachers (May 
2006) 47275 

Call by Islamic Council of Germany for fight 
against Islamophobia (May 2006) 47275 
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GERMANY (contd) 
Saxony-Anhalt: 

Re-election of Wolfgang Bohmer as minister 

president (April 2006) 47218 
Security: 

Controversial warning over security in 
Brandenburg for visitors to World Cup (May 
2006) 47275 

Raids in search of members of neo-Nazi Blood 
and Honour group (March 2006) 47167 

Statement by Interior Ministry on measures to 
deal with threat from radical Islamists (Jan. 
2006) 47061 

Statistics on violence attributed to right-wing 
extremists (May 2006) 47275 

Social issues: 

Campaign for more child-friendly employment 
policies (Jan. 2006) 47061-62 

Concern over perceived unwillingness of 
Muslims to accept German social norms 
(April 2006) 47218 

Criticism of violence in schools (April 2006) 
47218 

Lowest birth-rate in Europe (March 2006) 47167 

Sport: 

Fears over security for non-white visitors (May 

2006) 47275 
Transport: 

Approval of construction of Berlin-Brandenburg 
International airport (March 2006) 47167 

Opening of new railway station in Berlin (May 
2006) 47276 

Trial: 

Conviction of Iraqi Kurd Lokman Amin 
Muhammad on charges of recruiting for 
Ansar al-Islam movement (Jan. 2006) 47061 

Conviction of self-confessed cannibal of murder 
(May 2006) 47276 

Engineer Gotthard Lerch on charges of supply- 
ing equipment for Libya’s nuclear weapons 
programme (March 2006) 47167 . 

Naming of several foreign nationals in connec- 
tion with trial of Gotthard Lerch (April 2006) 
47218 

War in Iraq: 

Controversy over contribution of German 
Intelligence Service (BND) to US-led inva- 
sion in 2003 (Jan. 2006) 47061; (Feb. 2006) 
47111; (March 2006) 47166 

Establishment of committee of inquiry into role 
of BND in invasion of Iraq (April 2006) 47218 

Opposition demands for inquiry into role of BND 
(Feb. 2006) 47111; (March 2006) 47166 

Report of payment of large ransom for release 
of German archaeologist (Jan. 2006) 47061 

World War II and Holocaust: 

Agreement to opening of Bad Arolsen archives 

to researchers (April 2006) 47218 


GHANA 
Cabinet: 
Reshuffle (April 2006) 47189-90; (May 2006) 
47243 
Disaster: 
Capsize of ferry on Lake Volta (April 2006) 
47190 


GREECE 
Cabinet: 
Changes (Feb. 2006) 47113-14 
Economy: 
Ending of seamen’s strike over pensions and 
benefits (Feb. 2006) 47114 
Strike by Athens refuse collectors for improved 
pay (April 2006) 47216 
Strike by public service workers over wages 
(May 2006) 47282 
Espionage: 
Political crisis over tapping of mobile telephones 
of Prime Minister and senior officials (Feb. 
2006) 47114 


Subject index 
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GREECE (contd) 
European Commission: 
Legal action over unlawful state aid to Olympic 
Airways (April 2006) 47216 
Foreign relations: 
Visit of US Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice (April 2006) 47216 
Security: 
Bomb explosion at home of Culture Minister 
Georgios Voulgarakis (May 2006) 47282 
Calls for resignation of Culture Minister Georgios 
Voulgarakis over incidents during time as 
Public Order Minister (May 2006) 47282 
Violent protests during visit of Condoleezza 
Rice (April 2006) 47216 


GREENLAND 
Environment: 
Acceleration of melting of glacier ice (Feb. 
2006) 47128 
EU: 
Grant in return for scientific research facilities 
(April 2006) 47229 


GRENADA 
Economy: 
Approval of IMF loan (April 2006) 47200 
Resignation: 
President of Senate Leslie Ann Seon Holukoff 
(March 2006) 47146 
Senate: 
Inauguration of Kenny Lalsingh as president 
(March 2006) 47146 


GROUP OF SEVEN (G-7) see INDUSTRIALISED 
COUNTRIES 


GUADELOUPE 
Prefect: 
Appointment of Jean-Jacques Brot (May 2006) 
47252 


GUATEMALA 
Human rights: 
Payment of compensation to families of victims 
of massacre in 1982 (Feb. 2006) 47092 
Obituary: 
Lucas Garcia, Gen. Fernando Romeo (former 
President) (May 2006) 47252 


GUINEA 
Appointment: 
Elhadj Fodé Bangoura as Minister for 
Presidential Affairs (May 2006) 47243 
Cabinet: 
Changes (April 2006) 47189 
Reshuffle (May 2006) 47243 
Elections: 
Legislative (Dec. 2005) 
Results (Jan. 2006) 47026 
Political parties: 

Withdrawal of Union for Progress and Renewal 
party from National Assembly (Jan. 2006) 
47026 

President: 

Confusion over dismissal of Prime Minister and 

other ministers (April 2006) 47189 
Prime Minister: 

Extension of powers of Cellou Dalein Diallo 

(April 2006) 47189 


GUYANA 
Security: 
Murder of Agriculture Minister Satyadeow Sawh 
(April 2006) 47200 


H 
HAITI 
Chamber of Deputies: 


Election of Pierre Eric Jean-Jacques as presi- 
dent (May 2006) 47252 
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HAITI (contd) 
Children: ; 
Report by UNICEF on child mortality (March 
2006) 47145 
Economy: 
General strike in protest at MINUSTAH failure to 
end violence (Jan. 2006) 47037 
Elections: 
Legislative 
First round (Feb. 2006) 47091-92 
Second round (April 2006) 47199 
New date announced (Jan. 2006) 47037 
Presidential (Feb. 2006) 47091-92 
President: 
Announcement of intention to abolish armed 
forces (March 2006) 47145 
Inauguration of René Préval as President (May 
2006) 47251-52 
Postponement of inauguration of René Préval 
(March 2006) 47145 
Visit by President-elect Préval to USA, Brazil, 
Argentina and Chile (March 2006) 47145 
Prime Minister: 
Ratification of appointment of Jacques Edouard 
Alexis (May 2006) 47252 
Security: 
Shooting of two Haitian security guards at US 
embassy (March 2006) 47145 
Senate: 
Election of Joseph Lambert as president (May 
2006) 47252 
UN: 
Appointment of Gen. Eduardo Aldunate Herman 
as head of MINUSTAH (Jan. 2006) 47037 
Criticism of judicial system by MINUSTAH 
human rights section (April 2006) 47199 
MINUSTAH troops killed in Cité Soleil (Jan. 
2006) 47037 
Resolution 1658 to extend mandate of MINUS- 
TAH (Feb. 2006) 47092 
Suicide of head of MINUSTAH Lt-Gen. Urano 
Teixeira Da Matta Bacellar (Jan. 2006) 
47037 


HEALTH AND EPIDEMIC DISEASES 
see also AIDS; SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH; WORLD 
HEALTH ORGANISATION (WHO) 
Avian influenza: 
Azerbaijan 
Five human deaths from H5N1 virus (March 
2006) 47175 
Burma 
First reported outbreak in Mandalay area 
(March 2006) 47155 
China 
12th human fatality (April 2006) 47206 
Death of man in Guangdong province 
(March 2006) 47152 
Five further cases and one death (Feb. 2006) 
47101 
Three further human cases and two deaths 
(Jan. 2006) 47044 
Claims by Russian Influenza Institute of vaccine 
against H5N1 strain of avian influenza (Feb. 
2006) 47129 
Cyprus 
Outbreak near Nicosia (Jan. 2006) 47056 
Czech Republic 
First case found in wild swan (March 2006) 
47166 
Denmark 
First case in domestic poultry (May 2006) 
47276 
First case of H5N1 virus found in wild buzzard 
(March 2006) 47173 
Egypt 
First case of human infection with H5N1 
virus (March 2006) 47180 
France 
First case found in wild duck (Feb. 2006) 
47110 


—— = 
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HEALTH AND EPIDEMIC DISEASES (contd) 
Further cases of H5N1 virus confirmed 
(March j 
2006) 47168 

Germany 
Cases found in wild swans on Rigen island 
(Feb. 2006) 47111 
First case of H5N1 virus in domestic poultry 
near Leipzig (April 2006) 47218 
Two more cases found in cats and other 
species on Rigen island (March 2006) 
47167 
India 
Outbreaks in Maharashtra state but no 
’ human cases (Feb. 2006) 47097-98 
Indonesia 
24th human death from H5N1 virus out of 32 
cases (April 2006) 47203 
Death of baby caused by H5N1 virus (March 
2006) 47157 
Largest cluster of human deaths in northern 
Sumatra (May 2006) 47256 
Italy 
Cases found in wild swans in Sicily (Feb. 
2006) 47113 
Nigeria 
Outbreak among poultry (Feb. 2006) 
47081-82 
Pakistan 
Outbreak of H5N1 strain in North-West 
Frontier Province (March 2006) 47150 
Poland 
First outbreak confirmed in wild swan (March 
2006) 47166 
Sweden 
First case of H5N1 virus in wild ducks 
(March 
2006) 47174 
Turkey 
At least 21 human cases and four deaths 
(Jan. 2006) 47055 
UK 
First case confirmed in wild swan in Scotland 
(April 2006) 47220 
Vietnam 
Claim of success in containing outbreaks 
(Feb. 2006) 47095-96 
WHO Conference of donor countries on funding of 
research and surveillance (Jan. 2006) 47074 
Bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE): 
Sweden 
First case found on farm west of Stockholm 
(March 2006) 47174 
Cholera: 
Zimbabwe 
Due to slum clearance programme (Feb. 
2006) 47084 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC): 
Humanitarian crisis (Jan. 2006) 47024 
Smoking: 
Scotland 
Ban in public places came into force (March 
2006) 47172 
UK 
Ban in workplaces, pubs, and private clubs 
(Jan. 2006) 47058; (Feb. 2006) 47108-09 
Variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (vCJD): 
UK 
Third suspected case of transmission by 
blood transfusion (Feb. 2006) 47109 


HONDURAS 
Cabinet: 
New (Jan. 2006) 47033, 47034 
Economy: 
Budget (May 2006) 47247 
Strike by taxi drivers protesting against fuel 
prices (May 2006) 47247 
President: 
Inauguration of Mel Zelaya (José Manuel 
Zelaya Rosales) (Jan. 2006) 47033-34 


HONDURAS (contd) 
Security: 
Talks between Security Minister and street 
gangs (Jan. 2006) 47034; (May 2006) 
47247 


HONG KONG 
Constitution: 

Abandonment of electoral reform proposals 
(Jan. 2006) 47044 

Bill to amend term of office of Chief Executive 
(May 2006) 47253 

Economy: 
Budget (Feb. 2006) 47105 
Health: 

Ban on poultry imports from China (March 

2006) 47152 
Media: 

Announcement of review of public broadcasting 

(Jan. 2006) 47044 
Obituary: 

Cater, Sir Jack (founding commissioner of 
Independent Commission against 
Corruption) (May 2006) 47253 

Political parties: 

New Civic Party established (March 2006) 

47152 
Religious Issues: 

Ordination as cardinal of Bishop Joseph Zen 

(March 2006) 47152 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
see also DEATH PENALTY; EUROPEAN COURT 
’ OF HUMAN RIGHTS (ECHR); INTERNATIONAL 

CRIMINAL COURT (ICC); UNITED NATIONS 

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION (UNHRC); 

WAR CRIMES 

Belgium: 

Approval of law allowing adoption by homosexual 

couples (April 2006) 47218 
Brazil: 

Report by ILO into slave-type labour (Jan. 2006) 

47036 
Burma: 

Report on deaths of political prisoners (May 
2006) 47260 

Report of more than half a million internally 
displaced persons (March 2006) 47155 

Cambodia: 

Release of activists charged with defamation 

(Jan. 2006) 47047 
China: 

Amnesty International report on number of 

executions in 2005 (April 2006) 47206 
Ethiopia: 

UK aid reduced due to crackdown on opposition 

supporters (Jan. 2006) 47022 
France: 

Appeal to ECHR by “Carlos the Jackal” against 
previous ruling on conditions of solitary 
confinement (Jan. 2006) 47060-61 

Report by Council of Europe critical of police 
detention conditions (Feb. 2006) 47111 

Haiti: 

Criticism of judicial system by MINUSTAH 

~ human rights section (April 2006) 47199 

lraq: 

Announcement of intention to close Abu Ghraib 
prison (March 2006) 47178-79 

Report of abuses by Iraqi police (March 2006) 
47179 

Report by Amnesty International of detention 
of Iragis by US-led forces (March 2006) 
47178 

Libya: 

Report by Human Rights Watch on improve- 

ments in human rights (Jan. 2006) 47071 
Malaysia: 

Report on practice of making women drug sus- 
pects perform “naked squats” (Jan. 2006) 
47048 


HUMAN RIGHTS (contd) 
Pakistan: 

Report by Human Rights Foundation of Turkey 
of use of torture by officials (Jan. 2006) 
47055 

Evidence of army atrocities in Baluchistan (Jan. 
2006) 47039 

Philippines: 

Protests against deaths of journalists and 

activists (May 2006) 47255 
Russia: 

Adverse report by US State Department on 
centralisation of power (March 2006) 47164 

Compensation awarded by ECHR to Aleksei 
Mikheyev for torture by Russian police (Jan. 
2006) 47053 

Sri Lanka: 

Report by Human Rights Watch of extortion 
of funds from Tamil diaspora (March 2006) 
47148 

Turkey: 

Claim of use of torture (Jan. 2006) 47055 

Parliamentary commission to investigate prac- 
tice of “honour killings” (April 2006) 47226 

UN special rapporteur to investigate surge of 
forced female suicides in eastern city of 
Batman (May 2006) 47271 

UK: 

Consultation on enfranchisement of serving 
prisoners (Feb. 2006) 47109 

UN warning on proposal to extend period of 
detention of terrorism suspects to 60 days 
(Jan. 2006) 47058 

USA: 
Allegations by Amnesty International over 
human rights abuses in Irag (May 2006) 
47246 
Demand by UN Committee Against Torture for 
closure of Guantanamo Bay (May 2006) 
47246 
Guantanamo Bay 
Publication of UN report that treatment of 
prisoners amounted to torture (Feb. 2006) 
47086 

Ruling by District Court in Manhattan that 
Department of Defence must release 
names of detainees (Jan. 2006) 47031 

Report of US delegation to UN Committee 
Against Torture (May 2006) 47246 


HUNGARY 
Cabinet: 
New coalition (May 2006) 47274-75 
Elections: 
Legislative (April 2006) 47223 
Resignation: 
Agriculture Minister Jozsef Graf from legislature 
(May 2006) 47275 
Storms and floods: 
State of emergency after flooding of Danube 
and Ipoly rivers (April 2006) 47223 


IAEA see INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY 
AGENCY (IAEA) 


ICELAND 
Cabinet: 
-Reshuffle (March 2006) 47174-75 
Foreign relations: 
USA 
Withdrawal of US troops (March 2006) 47175 
Security: 
Establishment of new “secret service” unit to 
investigate serious international crime (Feb. 
2006) 47120 


ICJ see INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE (ICJ) 
IMF see INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND (IMF) 


15 


Subject index 


IMMIGRATION AND EMIGRATION 
Asylum: 

Australia 

Proposed changes to assessment process 
for asylum seekers (Aprii 2006) 47212 

UK 

Criticism by Children’s Commissioner for 
England of deportation of children of 
failed asylum seekers (Jan. 2006) 47059 

Criticism by head of Asylum and Immigration 
Tribunal of failure to deport failed asylum 
seekers (Jan. 2006) 47059 

Decision by Home Secretary not to resume 
deportations to Zimbabwe (April 2006) 
47220 

Increase in applications for asylum from 
Zimbabwe (May 2006) 47278 

Proposal for tighter controls over failed 
asylum seekers (Jan. 2006) 47059 

Reintroduction of vouchers for subsistence 
payments for failed asylum seekers 
(March 2006) 47172 

Scheme to offer cash to failed asylum seekers 
to return home (Jan. 2006) 47059 

Statistics on asylum applications (Feb. 2006) 
47108; (May 2006) 47278 

Australia: 

Claims by Indonesian Papuan refugees of tor- 
ture and imprisonment as members of 
Christian minority (Feb. 2006) 47103 

Discovery of Indonesian asylum seekers near 
Cape York Peninsula, Northern Australia 
(Jan. 2006) 47050 

Issue of temporary visas to Papuan separatist 
asylum seekers (March 2006) 47158 

Proposed changes to assessment process for 
asylum seekers (April 2006) 47212 

Belgium: 
New law on naturalisation (May 2006) 47277 
France: 

Additions to list of “safe” countries (May 2006) 
47280 

Adoption of controversial immigration bill (May 
2006) 47280 

Criticism of remarks by Interior Minister Nicolas 
Sarkozy on immigrants (April 2006) 47217 

New bill restricting unskilled and dependant 
immigrants (Feb. 2006) 47111 

Germany: 

Agreement of states on standards for naturali- 
sation of immigrants (May 2006) 47275 

Support from Chancellor for national citizenship 
test (March 2006) 47167 

Italy: 

Admission of grants of work permits to illegal 

immigrants (May 2006) 47282 
Mauritania: 

Death of migrants attempting to reach Europe 

via Mauritania (March 2006) 47137 
Netherlands: 

Introduction of tests for immigrants on Dutch 
history and language (March 2006) 47168 

Threat by Immigration Minister Rita Verdonk to 
revoke Dutch nationality of Somali-born 
politician (May 2006) 47276 

Russia: 

Simplification of rules for Russian citizenship for 
citizens of former Soviet states (Jan. 2006) 
47053 

Spain: 

Assistance from EU to stop illegal migrants 

from Africa (May 2006) 47281 
Turkey: 

Deaths of 40 illegal immigrants in truck crash 

(May 2006) 47271 
K: 


Admission of backlog of applications for UK citi- 
zenship (Feb. 2006) 47108 

Allegation that women given permission to 
remain in UK in return for sex (Jan. 2006) 
47059 
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IMMIGRATION AND EMIGRATION (contd) ; 

Claim of improper conduct at Croydon immigra- 
tion centre (March 2006) 47171-72 

Criticism by chief judge of Asylum and 
Immigration Tribunal of failure to deport failed 
asylum seekers (Jan. 2006) 47059 

Criticism by Children’s Commissioner for 
England of deportation of children of failed 
asylum seekers (Jan. 2006) 47059 

Decision by Home Secretary not to resume 
deportations to Zimbabwe (April 2006) 47220 

Furore over admission of failure to deport over 
1,000 convicted foreign nationals after 
release from prison (April 2006) 47219 

Hunger strikes by detainees at removal centres 
(April 2006) 47220 

Increase in applications for asylum from 
Zimbabwe (May 2006) 47278 

Proposal for tighter controls over failed asylum 
seekers (Jan. 2006) 47059 

Protest against new immigration rules for non- 
EU doctors (April 2006) 47220 

Reintroduction of vouchers for subsistence pay- 
ments for failed asylum seekers (March 
2006) 47172 

Scheme to offer cash payments to failed asylum 
seekers to return home (Jan. 2006) 47059 

Statistics on applications from immigrants from 
EU to work in UK (Feb. 2006) 47108 

Statistics on asylum applications (Feb. 2006) 
47108; (May 2006) 47278 

Statistics on grants of citizenship (May 2006) 
47278 

USA: 

Acceptance of North Korean refugees (May 
2006) 47254 

Demonstrations against measures against ille- 
gal immigrants (March 2006) 47140; (April 
2006) 47195 

Guest worker programme and scheme to 
enable illegal immigrants to become citizens 
(May 2006) 47245 

Protests against immigrants (May 2006) 47245 

Stronger enforcement and border security 
announced (Jan. 2006) 47029; (May 2006) 
47245 


INDIA 
Assam: 
State assembly elections (April 2006) 47209; 
(May 2006) 47262 
Strikes called in protest at death of ULFA sus- 
pect in custody (Feb. 2006) 47097 
Talks with People’s Consultative Group aimed at 
negotiation with ULFA (Feb. 2006) 47097 
Cabinet: 
Changes (Jan. 2006) 47039 
Chhattisgarh state: 
Attack by Maoist Naxalite rebels on trucks 
carrying civilians from anti-Maoist rally 
(Feb. 2006) 47098 
Corruption: 
Opposition allegations by Amar Singh of 
Samajwadi Party of telephone tapping 
(Jan. 2006) 47040 
Disasters: 
Fire at trade fair in Uttar Pradesh (April 2006) 
47209 
Economy: 
Budget (Feb. 2006) 47097 
Forecast of high economic growth (Feb. 2006) 
47097 
Strikes in protest at partial privatisation of two 
largest airports (Feb. 2006) 47097 
Education: 
Bill to reserve higher education places for Other 
Backward Classes (May 2006) 47262 
Elections: 
By-election 
Victory for Congress (I) president Sonia 
Gandhi (May 2006) 47262 
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INDIA (contd) 

State assembly (April 2006) 47209 

Results (May 2006) 47261-62 
Environment: 

Decommissioned French ship Clemenceau 
barred on environmental grounds (Jan. 2006) 
47040 

Decommissioned French ship Clemenceau 
ordered to return to France (Feb. 2006) 
47097 

Foreign relations: 

Afghanistan 

Deployment of paramilitary commandos to 
protect Indian officials of Border Roads 
Organisation (Jan. 2006) 47040 

Australia 

Visit of Australian prime minister John 
Howard (March 2006) 47146 

France 

Decommissioned French ship Clemenceau 
barred on environmental grounds (Jan. 
2006) 47040; (Feb. 2006) 47097 

Visit of French President Jacques Chirac 
(Feb. 2006) 47097 

Pakistan 

Meeting of foreign ministers on transport 
links in Jammu and Kashmir state (Jan. 
2006) 47040 

Offer by Prime Minister Singh of peace treaty 
(March 2006) 47147 

Russia 
Visit of Russian Prime Minister Mikhail 

Fradkov (March 2006) 47146 
USA 
Agreement to purchase nuclear fuel and 
technology from USA (March 2006) 
47146 
Visit of President Bush (March 2006) 47146 
Gujarat state: 

Communal violence after demolition of Muslim 

shrine (May 2006) 47263 
Health: 

Avian influenza 

Outbreaks in Maharashtra state but no 
human cases (Feb. 2006) 47097-98 
Jammu and Kashmir state: 

Agreement on freight truck service to Pakistani 
Kashmir (May 2006) 47262 

Agreement on new bus service to Pakistani 
Kashmir (May 2006) 47262 

Imposition of curfew in Ladakh region after 
clashes between Buddhists and Muslims 
(Feb. 2006) 47097 

Increased violence in apparent attempt to 
undermine peace initiative (May 2006) 
47262 

Meeting of Prime Minister Singh and Kashimiri 
separatist groups (Jan. 2006) 47040 

Protests against visit of President Bush (March 
2006) 47146 

Resumption of transport links (Jan. 2006) 47040 

State assembly elections (April 2006) 47209 

Talks in Srinigar with Prime Minister Singh on 
future of state (May 2006) 47262 
Karnataka state: 
Swearing in of chief minister H.D. 
Kumaraswamy (Feb. 2006) 47097 
Kashmir earthquake: 
Agreement to re-open transport links (Jan. 
2006) 47040 
Kerala state: 

State assembly elections (April 2006) 47209 

Victory for leftist bloc (May 2006) 47262 
Lok Sabha (lower house of Parliament): 

Indefinite adjournment of budget debate (March 

2006) 47147 
Madhya Pradesh: 

Protests by campaigners for survivors of 1984 
Bhopal chemical disaster (April 2006) 47209 

pipes at Narmada dam project (April 2006) 
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INDIA (contd) 


Maharashtra state: 

Ban on dance bars ruled unconstitutional 
(April 2006) 47209 

By-election (Jan. 2006) 47040 

Outbreak of avian influenza (Feb. 2006) 
47097-98 

Nagaland: 

Agreement with National Socialist Council of 
Nagaland-Isaac Muivah to extend ceasefire 
(Jan. 2006) 47040 

Narmada dam project: 

Hunger strikes in protest at rehabilitation plans 

(April 2006) 47209 
Naxalite (Maoist) guerrilla movement: 

Address by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh on 
extent of insurgency in six states (April 2006) 
47208-09 

Attack on trucks carrying civilians from anti- 
Maoist rally in Chhattisgarh state (Feb. 2006) 
47098 

Nuclear issues: 

Agreement by Russia to supply uranium (March 
2006) 47146 

Agreement to purchase nuclear fuel and tech- 
nology from USA (March 2006) 47146 

Refusal by Australia to export uranium to India 
(March 2006) 47146 

Obituaries: 

Mahajan, Pramod (general secretary of BUP) 
(May 2006) 47263 

Rajkumar (film star) (April 2006) 47209 

Orissa state: 

Clashes over farmland clearance by Tata steel 

company (Jan. 2006) 47040 
Political parties: 

Announcement by Uma Bharati, formerly of BUP 
of intention to form new party (Jan. 2006) 
47040 

Formation of five-party opposition alliance (April 
2006) 47209 

Launch of Maharashtra Reconstruction Army 
(MNS) by Raj Thackeray (March 2006) 47147 

Pondicherry: 
State Assembly elections (May 2006) 47262 
Religious issues: 

Law prohibiting religious conversion by means 

of pressure or allurement (April 2006) 47209 
Resignations: 
Chief minister of Karnataka state Dharam Singh 
(Jan. 2006) 47040 
President of the Congress Sonia Gandhi from 
Parliament and National Advisory Council 
(March 2006) 47147 
Security: 
Arrests in connection with bombings in Varanasi 
(April 2006) 47209 
Bombings at Jama Masjid mosque in Old Delhi 
(April 2006) 47209 
Charges filed against Tariq Anmad Dar and oth- 
ers in relation to bombings in New Delhi 
(Jan. 2006) 47039 
Demonstrations against publication of satirical 
Danish cartoons (Feb. 2006) 47097 
Protests against visit of President Bush (March 
2006) 47146 
Recapture of chief suspect in 2001 murder of 
Phoolan Devi (April 2006) 47209 
Remand in custody of Sikh separatist leader 
Jagjit Singh Chauhan on sedition charges 
(March 2006) 47147 
Riots at funeral of Rajkumar in Bangalore (April 
2006) 47209 
Shooting by brother of Pramod Mahajan, general 
secretary of BUP (April 2006) 47209 
Terrorism 
Arrest in Bombay (Mumbai) of Mustim cleric 
linked to Lashkar-i-Toiba group (Jan. 
2006) 47039 

Arrest in New Delhi of Harakat-ul-Jihad-i- 
Islami suspects (Jan. 2006) 47039 


INDIA (contd) 
Arrest of suspected terrorists in Andhra 
Pradesh (Jan. 2006) 47039 
Supreme Court: 

Indictment of Bihar state governor Buta Singh 
(Jan. 2006) 47039 

Sentencing of Maharashtra minister for defying 
court order against sawmill operations (May 
2006) 47263 

Tamil Nadu state: 
State Assembly elections (May 2006) 47262 
Transport: 

Inaugural journey of Thar Express train 
service to Khokrapar in Pakistan (Feb. 2006) 
47097 

Inauguration of bus service between Punjab 
state and Pakistani Punjab province (March 
2006) 47147 

New bus services between Amritsar and Lahore 
(in Pakistan state of Punjab) (Jan. 2006) 
47040 

Re-opening of train services to Pakistan (Jan. 
2006) 47040 

Resumption of bus service between Srinigar 
and Muzaffarabad in Kashmir (Jan. 2006) 
47040 

Trials: 

Conviction of nine people for murder in Best 
Bakery arson case in Gujarat (Feb. 2006) 
47097 

Prison sentence for principal witness in Best 
Bakery case (March 2006) 47147 

Sentencing of two Pakistani LIT militants and 
three Indian nationals for bombings in 1997 
(Jan. 2006) 47039-40 

Uttar Pradesh: 

Bomb explosions in Hindu holy city of Varanasi 
claimed by LiQ separatist group (March 
2006) 47147 

Protests against visit of President Bush (March 
2006) 47146 

West Bengal: 

State assembly elections (April 2006) 47209; 

(May 2006) 47262 


INDONESIA 
Aceh province: 

Formation by Free Aceh Movement (GAM) of 
new political party (May 2006) 47256 
Opposition to proposal to allow formation of 

local political parties (Jan. 2006) 47048 

Presentation of draft law on Aceh autonomy 
(Jan. 2006) 47048 

Return from exile of GAM leaders (Apri! 2006) 
47202 

Suspension of aid projects by Oxfam after fraud 
(May 2006) 47256 

Appointment: 

Air Marshal Djoko Suyanto as chief of armed 

forces (TNI) (Feb. 2006) 47094 
D-8 meeting: 

Meeting in Bali of Muslim developing countries 
to discuss economic co-operation (May 
2006) 47256 

Death penalty: 

Death sentences on two Australians convicted 
of leading drug-smuggling ring (Feb. 2006) 
47094 

Delay of execution of three Christian men for 
role in sectarian conflict in Poso district (April 
2006) 47203 

Disaster: i 

Sinking of ferry off port of Kupang (Feb. 2006) 

47094 
Earthquake: 

Southern Java 

Damage to Yogyakarta ancient city (May 
2006) 47256 

Three killed by resulting tsunami in Maluku 

province (March 2006) 47157 
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INDONESIA (contd) 


Environment: 

Payment of settlement by US Newmont Mining 
Corp. over alleged pollution of Buyat Bay 
(Feb. 2006) 47094 

Warning to Freeport McMoRan to improve 
standards at Grasberg mine (March 2006) 
47156 

Foreign relations: 

UK 

Visit by Prime Minister Tony Blair (March 
2006) 47156 

USA 

Visit of US Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice (March 2006) 47156 
Health: 
Avian influenza 
24th human death from H5N1 virus out of 32 
‘cases (April 2006) 47203 
Death of baby caused by H5N1 virus (March 
2006) 47157 
Largest cluster of human deaths in northern 
Sumatra (May 2006) 47256 
Jemaah Islamiah: 

New leader claimed to be Abu Dujana (March 
2006) 47156-57 

US Treasury blacklisting of four named leaders 
(April 2006) 47202 

Media: 

Criticism of ban on direct relay of foreign news 
programmes (Feb. 2006) 47094 

Demonstration against publication of controver- 
sial issue of Playboy magazine (April 2006) 
47202 

Obituary: 

Pramoedya Ananta Toer (nominee for Nobel 

Prize for Literature) (April 2006) 47203 
Papua province: 

Clashes with students protesting against US 
Freeport McMoRan mine (March 2006) 
47156 

Demonstrations against TNI armed forces after 
shooting incident (Jan. 2006) 47048 

Suspects questioned about killing of three 
teachers in 2002 (Jan. 2006) 47048-49 

Security: 

Demonstrations against publication of satirical 
Danish cartoons (Feb. 2006) 47093-94 

Rally of trade unionists in Jakarta against new 
labour laws (May 2006) 47256 

Terrorism 
Report that Malaysian Islamic militant 

Noordin Mohammed Top claimed to lead 
new militant organisation Tanzim Qaedat 
al-Jihad (Jan. 2006) 47048 

Social issues: 

Debate on anti-pornography bill (April 2006) 
47202 

Storms and floods: 

Landslides after heavy rain in Central Java and 
Jember district of East Java (Jan. 2006) 
47049 

Supreme Court: 

Rejection of appeal against 2002 conviction of 
Eurico Guterres for crime in East Timor 
(March 2006) 47157 

Trials: 

Corruption charges dropped against Suharto 
due to deteriorating health (May 2006) 
47256 

Opening of trial of four Islamic militants for 2005 
Bali bombings (May 2006) 47256 

Re-examination of health of former President 
Suharto to establish ability to stand trial 
(April 2006) 47203 

Sentencing of former Minister for Religious 
Affairs for embezzlement (Feb. 2006) 47094 

Volcano: 

Increased activity of Mount Merapi (May 2006) 

47256 


Subject index 


a ES EE 


INDUSTRIALISED COUNTRIES 
G-7: 
Finance Ministers meeting in Washington, DC 
Call for OPEC to raise investment (April 
2006) 47236 
G-8: 
Finance Ministers meeting in Moscow (Feb. 
2006) 47119, 47129 
Meeting of Energy Ministers in Moscow (March 
2006) 47183 


INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY (IAEA) 
Iran: 
Reports to UN Security Council (March 2006) 
47179; (April 2006) 47230 
Vote by IAEA to report Iran to UN Security 
Council (Feb. 2006) 47122 
Warning of “loss of patience” (Jan. 2006) 47070 


INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE (ICJ) 
Djibouti: 
Jurisdiction given to ICJ over dispute with 
France (Jan. 2006) 47026 
Serbia and Montenegro: 
State charged with genocide (Feb. 2006) 47117 


INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT (ICC) 
First case brought against Thomas Lubanga of 
Democratic Republic of Congo on charges of 
child conscription into militia (March 2006) 47182 


INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND (IMF) 
Argentina: 
Early repayment of loans (Jan. 2006) 47036 
Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) 
Initiative: 
Cameroon 
Completion point reached (May 2006) 47244 
Congo 
Qualification for debt relief (March 2006) 
47137 
Japan: 
Assessment of economic recovery (May 2006) 
47255 
Policy Support Instruments: 
Uganda (Jan. 2006) 47024 
Poverty Reduction and Growth Facility: 
Grenada (April 2006) 47200 
Moldova (May 2006) 47270 
Sierra Leone (May 2006) 47243 
Special drawing rights: 
Albania (Jan. 2006) 47065-66 
Central African Republic (Jan. 2006) 47024 
Spring Meeting: 
Washington, DC 
Agreement on revision of contributory quotas 
(April 2006) 47235 
Turkey: 
Warning on monetary policy (May 2006) 47271 
World Economic Outlook: 
Predictions of economic growth (April 2006) 
47235 
Report on dangers of protectionism (April 2006) 
47235 
Zimbabwe: 
Complaint withdrawn after payment of arrears 
(Feb. 2006) 47084 
Sanctions on voting rights retained (March 
2006) 47137 


INTERNET/WORLD WIDE WEB 
Antigua and Barbuda: 

Protest to WTO against US attempts to outlaw 

internet gambling (Feb. 2006) 47092 
China: 

Agreement with Google Inc. on Internet access 
with censored search results (Jan. 2006) 
47044 

France: 

Announcement of state funding for Quaero 

search engine project (April 2006) 47217 


INTERNET/WORLD WIDE WEB (contd) 
Sweden: 

Closure by site host of website which published 

one of the Danish cartoons (Feb. 2006) 47106 
USA: 

Google search engine ordered to hand over 
search terms information related to child 
pornography (March 2006) 47139-40 

Rejection by Internet search engine Google to 
hand over information on search terms (Feb. 
2006) 47087 


IRAN 
Aviation: 

Crash of military passenger jet at Oroumieh 

(Jan. 2006) 47070 
Death penalty: 

Public hanging of two men suspected of 
bombings in city of Ahvaz (March 2006) 
47179-80 

Defence: 

Claim of successful test of underwater missile 

(April 2006) 47230 
Earthquakes: 
Three earthquakes in western Iran (March 
2006) 47180 
Economy: 
Budget (Jan. 2006) 47070 
Foreign relations: 

UK 

Accusations of UK incitement of religious 
and ethnic instability (March 2006) 47180 

Allegations of UK involvement in bomb 
attacks in Ahvaz (Jan. 2006) 47070 

USA 

Letter sent by President Ahmadi-Nejad to US 
President Bush (May 2006) 47286 

Report by IAEA to UN Security Council on 
lack of co-operation of Iran (April 2006) 
47230 

Statement from UN Security Council requiring 
cessation by Iran of parts of nuclear pro- 
gramme (March 2006) 47179 

Talks with EU high representative for foreign 
affairs (Feb. 2006) 47122 

Media: 

Closure ordered of Asia daily financial newspa- 
per and of women’s Nour-e Banovan publica- 
tion (Jan. 2006) 47070 

Competition for cartoons to show West's double 
standards (Feb. 2006) 47122 

Suspension of publication of /ran state newspa- 
per (May 2006) 47287 

Nuclear issues: 

Agreement by USA to join EU in direct negotia- 
tions (May 2006) 47286-87 

Announcement of first successful uranium 
enrichment (April 2006) 47230 

Announcement of intention to resume research 
activities (Jan. 2006) 47070 

Claim by US journalist of possible US air strike 
against Iran (April 2006) 47230 

Confirmation of resumption of uranium enrich- 
ment at Natanz facility (Feb. 2006) 47122 

Failure of EU troika meeting to agree on strate- 
gy (March 2006) 47179 

File from inconclusive IAEA meeting sent to UN 
Security Council (March 2006) 47179 

Letter sent by President Anmadi-Nejad to US 
President Bush (May 2006) 47286 

Meeting of Foreign Ministers of US, UK, Russia, 
China, Germany, and France to draw up 
common position (May 2006) 47286 

Opposition by China to use of threats of sanc- 
tions (Jan. 2006) 47070 

Plan by EU to offer package of incentives if ura- 
nium enrichment programme halted (May 
2006) 47286 

Proposal by Russia to create joint lranian- 
Russian enrichment facility in Russia (Jan. 
2006) 47070; (Feb. 2006) 47122 


IRAN (contd 
Lae les diprer by EU troika of referral to UN 


Security Council (Jan. 2006) 47070 
Removal by Iran of IAEA seals at Natanz plant 
(Jan. 2006) 47070 
USA thought to favour referral to UN Security 
Council (Jan. 2006) 47070 
Vote by IAEA to report Iran to UN Security 
Council (Feb. 2006) 47122 
Warning by IAEA of “loss of patience” (Jan. 
2006) 47070 
President: 
Controversial remarks on elimination of Israel 
(April 2006) 47230 
Religious issues: 
Preparation for crackdown on dress code 
infringements (April 2006) 47230 
Security: 
Anti-Western demonstrations against Danish 
cartoons (Feb. 2006) 47122 
Bomb attacks in Ahvaz in Khuzestan province 
claimed by ethnic Arab separatist group 
(Jan. 2006) 47070 
Capture of Iranian soldiers by Sunni Muslim mil- 
itants near Pakistan border (Jan. 2006) 
47070 
Capture of Iraqi border guards in clash on 
Shatt-al-Arab waterway (Jan. 2006) 47071 


IRAQ 
Appointment: 
Hashem al-Hashimi as Oil Minister (Jan. 2006) 
47068 
Aviation: 
Crash of US army helicopter near Tal Afar in 
northern Iraq (Jan. 2006) 47068-69 
US reconnaissance helicopter shot down near 
Mosul (Jan. 2006) 47069 
Basra: 
End of co-operation of local police with UK 
troops (Feb. 2006) 47121-22 
Cabinet: 
New (May 2006) 47284-85 
Casualty figures: 
100th UK soldier killed in explosion in Umm 
Qasr (Jan. 2006) 47069 
Statistics for civilian deaths and woundings in 
2005 (Jan. 2006) 47069 
Council of Representatives: 
Failure to agree election of Speaker (March 
2006) 47179 
Death penalty: 
Hanging of 13 insurgents (March 2006) 47178 
Economy: 
Plans for gradual increase in domestic fuel 
prices (Feb. 2006) 47122 
Elections: 
Legislative 
Final results (Jan. 2006) 47068 
Foreign hostages: 
Discovery of body of US aid worker Tom Fox 
(March 2006) 47179 
Release of French aid worker Bernard Planche 
(Jan. 2006) 47069 
Release unharmed of two German engineers 
(May 2006) 47286 
Release unharmed of US journalist Jill Carroll 
(March 2006) 47179 
Rescue of three aid workers including UK 
national Norman Kember by coalition forces 
(March 2006) 47179 
Statistics on kidnappings (May 2006) 47286 
Two engineers captured in ambush and body- 
guards killed (Jan. 2006) 47069 
Two German engineers kidnapped in Beiji (Jan. 
2006) 47069 
Hostages shown in videotape on Al-Jazeera 
television channel (Jan. 2006) 47069 
US journalist Jill Carroll kidnapped (Jan. 2006) 
47069 
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IRAQ (contd) 


Human rights: 

Allegations of abuse of Iraqis by UK troops dur- 
ing street riots in Basra in 2004 (Feb. 2006) 
47121-22 

Announcement of intention to close Abu Ghraib 
prison (March 2006) 47178-79 

Report of abuses by Iraqi police (March 2006) 
47179 

Report by Amnesty International of detention of 
Iraqis by US-led forces (March 2006) 47178 

Insurgency: 


Ambush of fuel tanker convoy north of Baghdad ; 


(Jan. 2006) 47068 
Attack on police checkpoints (April 2006) 47231 
Attacks on Sunni mosques (Feb. 2006) 47121 
Bombings 
Attack on Shi'ite shrine in Samarra (Feb. 
2006) 47121 
Attacks in Shiite neighbourhood of Sadr City, 
Baghdad (March 2006) 47178 
Car bombs in Baghdad (Jan. 2006) 47068 
Car bombs in Baquba (April 2006) 47231 
Car bombs near Christian churches in 
Baghdad and Kirkuk (Jan. 2006) 47069 
Commercial market in Doura (Jan. 2006) 
47068 
Roadside attacks killing Italian and 
Romanian soldiers (April 2006) 47231 
Roadside attacks on US troops (Jan. 2006) 
47068 
Shiite district of Kadhimiya (Jan. 2006) 
47068 
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Plans for exploration and improvement of facili- 

ties (May 2006) 47254 
Trial: 

Ruling that US chemical companies pay com- 
pensation to veterans for exposure to Agent 
Orange in Vietnam (Jan. 2006) 47046 


KUWAIT 
Amir: 
Abdication after 9 days of Crown Prince Shaikh 
Saad al-Salim al-Sabah due to ill-health 
(Jan. 2006) 47069 
Death of Shaikh Jabir Al-Ahmed al-Jabir al- 
Sabah (Jan. 2006) 47069 


KUWAIT (contd) 
Succession of Shaikh Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jabir 


al-Sabah approved by National Assembly 
(Jan. 2006) 47069 
Appointment: 
Ma’suma al-Mubarak, first female Cabinet minis- 
ter, as Minister of Planning (April 2006) 47231 
Cabinet: 
Changes (Feb. 2006) 47122-23 
Constitution: 
Rights for women to vote and stand for election 
(April 2006) 47231 
Economy: 
Discovery of large oil and natural gas field 
(March 2006) 47181 
Elections: 
By-election 
Participation of women for first time (April 
2006) 47231 
To be held on June 29 (May 2006) 47286 
National Assembly: 
Approval of succession of Shaikh Sabah al- 
Ahmad al-Jabir al-Sabah (Jan. 2006) 47069 
Early dissolution (May 2006) 47286 
Obituary: 
al-Sabah, Shaikh Jabir Al-Ahmed al-Jabir (Amir 
of Kuwait) (Jan. 2006) 47069 
Prime Minister: 
Appointment of Shaikh Nasser al-Mohammad 
al-Ahmad al-Sabah (Feb. 2006) 47122-23 


KYRGYZSTAN 
Appointment: 

Turatbek Junushaliev as Industry and Trade 

Minister (April 2006) 47207 
Cabinet: 

Changes (April 2006) 47206 

Resolution declaring performance of Cabinet 
unsatisfactory (May 2006) 47268 

Corruption: 
Suspension of chairman of Central Bank Ulan 
Sarbanov (Feb. 2006) 47099 
Economy: 
Budget (April 2006) 47207 
Foreign relations: 

USA : 

Threat to close US military base near 
Bishkek (April 2006) 47207 
Obituary: 

lordan, Andrey (former acting Prime Minister) 

(Jan. 2006) 47042 
Political parties: 

Formation of the People’s Coalition of 
Democratic Forces from 18 parties and 
movements (Jan. 2006) 47042 

Formation of Tynchtyk (Peace) People’s 
Patriotic Party (Feb. 2006) 47099 

President: 

Rejection by Kurmanbek Bakiev of resignation 

of most of Cabinet (May 2006) 47268 
Resignation: 

Industry and Trade Minister Almazbek 
Atambayev (April 2006) 47207 

Speaker of Parliament Omurbek Tekebayev 
(Feb. 2006) 47099 

Supreme Assembly: 

Election of Marat Sultanov as Speaker (March 

2006) 47159 


L 


LADEN, OSAMA BIN 
Audiotape warning of more attacks on USA broad- 
cast by Al-Jazeera television channel (Jan. 
2006) 47031 
Call purportedly from Osama bin Laden for new 
holy war in Darfur (April 2006) 47188 


LAOS 
Elections: 
Legislative (May 2006) 47259 
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LAOS (contd) 
Political parties: 
Appointment of Choummali Saygnasone as sec- 
retary general of LPRP (March 2006) 47159 
Resignation of President Khamtay Siphandon 
as secretary general of LPRP party (March 
2006) 47159 


LATVIA 
Cabinet: 
New (April 2006) 47222 
‘Dismissal: 
Transport Minister Ainars Slesers (March 2006) 
47165 
EU: 
Decision to adopt euro in 2007 (Jan. 2006) 
47064 
Human rights: 

Appeal upheld by ECHR on exclusion of former 
Communist Party member from parliament 
(March 2006) 47165-66 

Political parties: 

Formation of nationalist All for Latvia party (Jan. 
2006) 47063 

Former Foreign Minister Sandra Kalniete to join 
New Era (JL) (Feb. 2006) 47121 

New minority coalition following withdrawal from 
government of New Era (JL) party (April 
2006) 47221-22 

Saeima (legislature): 

Approval of publication of names of Soviet-era 

members of KGB (May 2006) 47284 
Security: 

Arrests at banned march to honour Latvians 
who fought with Germany against Soviet 
Union in World War II (March 2006) 47166 

Supreme Court: 

Rejection of appeal by Boris Berezovsky 
against ruling to declare him persona non 
grata (Jan. 2006) 47063 


LEBANON 
Assassination of Al-Hariri: 
Agreement of Syria to co-operation with inquiry 
(March 2006) 47177-78 
Allegation of personal involvement of President 
Bashar al-Assad of Syria in assassination 
(Jan. 2006) 47068 
Anniversary demonstration (Feb. 2006) 47125 
Appointment of Serge Brammertz as 
Commissioner of the UN International 
Independent Investigation Commission (IIIC) 
(Jan. 2006) 47068 
Lebanese suspect arrested in Brazil (March 
2006) 47178 
Release by French court of Zuhair Mohammed 
al-Siddiq (March 2006) 47178 
Report of improved co-operation of Syria (April 
2006) 47232 
Foreign relations: 
Israel 
Attack by Israeli airforce on Palestinian 
bases after cross-border clashes (May 
2006) 47287 
Offer by Saudi Arabia to mediate between 
Lebanon and Syria (Jan. 2006) 47068 
Syria 
Call for improved diplomatic relations (April 
2006) 47232 
Hezbollah: 
Agreement with Gen. Michel Aoun of Free 
Patriotic Movement (Feb. 2006) 47125 
Israeli attacks on Shabaa farms area in retaliation 
for Hezbollah rocket attacks (Feb. 2006) 47125 
Islamic Jihad: 
Death in car bomb of leader Mahmoud al- 
Majzoub and brother (May 2006) 47287 
Security: 
Detainees suspected of belonging with al-Qaida 
charged with planning terrorist operations 
(Jan. 2006) 47068 


LEBANON (contd) 

Violent protests against Danish cartoons (Feb. 

2006) 47125 
UN: 

Resolution 1655 to extend mandate of UN 
Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) (Jan. 
2006) 47068 

Resolution 1664 calling for establishment of tri- 
bunal to try assassins of Al-Hariri (March 
2006) 47178 

Resolution 1680 urging Syria to establish full 
diplomatic relations (May 2006) 47287 


LESOTHO 
Security: 
Shooting of Minister of Foreign Affairs Monyane 
Moleleki (Jan. 2006) 47026 


LIBERIA 
Appointments: 
Frances Johnson Morris as Justice Minister 
(Feb. 2006) 47082 
Cabinet: (Jan. 2006) 47020 
Changes (Feb. 2006) 47082 
Dismissals: 

Entire staff of Ministry of Finance (Feb. 2006) 

47082 
House of Representatives: 

Election of Edwin Snowe as Speaker (Jan. 

2006) 47020 
President: 

Inaugural address (Jan. 2006) 47075-77 

Call for political renewal (Jan. 2006) 
47075-76 

Commitment to democracy (Jan. 2006) 
47076 

Corruption (Jan. 2006) 47076-77 

Economic renewal (Jan. 2006) 47076 

Foreign policy (Jan. 2006) 47077 

Social inclusion (Jan. 2006) 47076 

Inauguration of Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf (Jan. 
2006) 47020 

UN: 

Resolution 1667 to extend mandate of UN 
Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) (April 2006) 
47189 

War crimes: 

Extradition of former President Charles Taylor to 
War Tribunal (March 2006) 47132-33 

First appearance of Charles Taylor before 
Special Court for Sierra Leone (April 2006) 
47189 


LIBYA 
Cabinet: 
Changes (March 2006) 47180 
Dismissal: 

Suspension of Nasser al-Mabrouk Abdallah as 

Interior Minister (Feb. 2006) 47127 
Economy: 

Presentation of blueprint for reform programme 

(Feb. 2006) 47127 
Foreign relations: 
USA 
Libya removed from list of sponsors of 
terrorism (May 2006) 47290 
Restoration of full diplomatic relations (May 
2006) 47290 
Foreign trade: 

Agreement with Italy to purchase helicopters for 

border patrols (Jan. 2006) 47071 
Human rights: 

Report by Human Rights Watch on improve- 
ments in human rights standards (Jan. 2006) 
47071 

Obituary: 

Maziq, Husain (former Prime Minister) (May 

2006) 47290 
Security: 

Attack on Italian consulate in protest at T-shirt 

worn by Italian minister (Feb. 2006) 47127 


LIBYA (contd) 
Release of political prisoners including journal- 
ist and members of Muslim Brotherhood 
(March 2006) 47180 
Violent protests over Danish cartoons (Feb. 
2006) 47127 


LITHUANIA 
Corruption: 

Allegations of corruption against two ministers 
(May 2006) 47274 

Inquiry into purchase of houses by presidential 
advisers (March 2006) 47175 

Former President: 

Rolandas Paksas to seek cancellation of 

impeachment (Jan. 2006) 47063 
Nuclear issues: 

Hope to extend life of Ignalina power plant to 
allow time to build new reactor (Jan. 2006) 
47063 

Political crisis: 

Collapse of government after withdrawal of 
Lithuanian Social Democratic Party (LSDP) 
(May 2006) 47274 

Withdrawal of New Union-Social Liberals (NS- 
SL) from coalition government (April 2006) 
47222 

Political parties: 

Change of name of Liberal Democratic Party to 
Order and Justice Liberal Democrats (May 
2006) 47274 

Resignation of leader of Labour Party (DP) 
(May 2006) 47274 

Prime Minister: 

Investigation into family business of Algirdas 

Brazauskas closed (Jan. 2006) 47063 


MACAO 
Corruption: 
Severing of all links of Banco Delta Asia (BDA) 
with North Korea (Feb. 2006) 47105 


MACEDONIA 
Constitution: 

Changes to electoral law to conform to EU 

accession terms (April 2006) 47225 
Defence: 

Abolition of compulsory military service (April 

2006) 47225 
Elections: 

Legislative 

Date set for July 5 (April 2006) 47225 
Political parties: 

Establishment of branch of ultra-nationalist 
Serbian Radical Party in Macedonia (Radical 
Party of Serbs in Macedonia) (April 2006) 
47225 

Inaugural congress of Party for Economic 
Restoration (April 2006) 47225 

Security: 
Bomb attack in Skopje (April 2006) 47225 


MALAWI 
Dismissal: 

Vice President Cassim Chilumpha granted 
injunction against President Mutharika (Feb. 
2006) 47084 

Security: 

Arrest of Vice President Cassim Chilumpha and 
two associates on charges of treason (April 
2006) 47193 

Trial: 

Conviction of former education minister for cor- 

ruption (Feb. 2006) 47084 


MALAYSIA 
Cabinet: 
Changes (Feb. 2006) 47094-95 
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MALAYSIA (contd) 
Constitution: 

Rejection by Prime Minister of memorandum on 
amendment pertaining to relative powers of 
civil and sharia courts (Jan. 2006) 47048 

Elections: 
State assembly (May 2006) 47268 
Human rights: 

Report on practice of making women drug sus- 
pects perform “naked squats” (Jan. 2006) 
47048 

Media: 

Suspension of English-language newspaper for 
republication of Danish satirical cartoons 
(Feb. 2006) 47094 

Obituary: 

Ghafar Baba, Abdul (former Deputy Prime 

Minister) (April 2006) 47202 
Political parties: 

Re-election of S. Samy Vellu as leader of 
Malaysian Indian Congress (March 2006) 
47156 

Religious affairs: 

Criticism of Islamic law by Marina Mahathir 
(March 2006) 47156 

High Court unable to contest sharia court ruling 
in cases of religious conversion (Jan. 2006) 
47048 

Transport: 

Award of contract to build bridge to replace half 
of causeway linking Malaysia and Singapore 
(Jan. 2006) 47051 

Cancellation of Johore Strait Bridge after 
objections from Singapore (April 2006) 
47202 

Trial: 

Launch of defamation lawsuit by former Deputy 
Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim against Prime 
Minister Mahathir Mohamad (Jan. 2006) 
47048 


MALDIVES 
Legislature: 

Boycott of presidential opening by opposition 
Maldivian Democratic Party (Feb. 2006) 
47098 

Media: 

Charges against opposition journalists (April 

2006) 47212 
Political parties: 

Election of President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom 
as leader of ruling DRP (April 2006) 47212 

Inaugural congress of Maldivian People’s Party 
(DRP) (April 2006) 47212 

Registration of Maldivian Social Democratic 
Party (Feb. 2006) 47098 

Security: 

Arrest of 100 members of pro-democracy youth 

movement (May 2006) 47263 
Trial: 

Opposition leader Mohammed Nasheed on 
charges of terrorism and sedition (May 2006) 
47263 


MALI 
Security: 
Attack by Tuareg rebels on army camps in Kidal 
(May 2006) 47242 


MARIANA ISLANDS see COMMONWEALTH OF 
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 


MARSHALL ISLANDS 
Economy: 
Suspension of all government expenditure from 
general funds due to revenue shortfalls (Feb. 
2006) 47105 
Foreign relations: 
USA 
Lawsuit filed by inhabitants of Bikini Atoll for 
compensation (April 2006) 47214 
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MAURITANIA 
Constitution: 

Reduction of presidential term to five years 

(April 2006) 47189 
Immigration and asylum: 

Death of migrants attempting to reach Europe 

via Mauritania (March 2006) 47137 
Political parties: 

Election of Cheikh Sidi Anmed Ould Baba as 
leader of Mauritanian Al Wasat (Centre) 
Party (April 2006) 47189 

Knights of Change military organisation trans- 
formed into political party (Feb. 2006) 47085 


MAURITIUS 
Political parties: 
Separation of Mauritian Socialist Movement 
(MSM) and Mauritian Militant Movement 
(MMM) opposition coalition (April 2006) 
47193 


MEXICO 
Disaster: 

Death of 65 miners in coal mine explosion (Feb. 
2006) 47088 

Miners’ union to file charges of murder against 
mining company Grupo Mexico (March 2006) 
47146 

Drugs: 

Amendment of bill to decriminalise drugs (May 
2006) 47247 

Senate approval of bill to decriminalise drug 
possession (April 2006) 47195 

Elections: 

Presidential 
Candidacy of former Mexico City mayor reg- 
istered (Jan. 2006) 47033 

Foreign relations: 

USA 
Unarmed Mexicans shot by police in USA 
(Jan. 2006) 47033 

Media: 

Transfer of licensing and regulation to Federal 
Commission of Telecommunications (April 
2006) 47195 

Security: 

Charges of rape against police officers in 
Mexico state (May 2006) 47247 

Dramatic kidnap rescue staged by government 
(Feb. 2006) 47088 

Report on murder of women (May 2006) 47247 

Zapatista National Liberation Army (EZLN): 

Launch of the “other campaign” nationwide tour 

(Jan. 2006) 47033 


MIDDLE EAST see ARAB LEAGUE 


MOLDOVA 
Cabinet: 

Formation of new Public Administration Ministry 

(Jan. 2006) 47054 
Dnestr: 

Revocation of 1993 resolution on creation of 

Moldovan confederation (May 2006) 47270 
Economy: 

Approval of IMF development loan (May 2006) 

47270 
Foreign relations: 

Russia 
Agreement on price of natural gas supplies 
from Russia (Jan. 2006) 47054 

Political parties: 

Election of Dumitru Braghis as leader of new 
Party of Social Democracy (April 2006) 
47229 

Formation of new Humanist Party (Feb. 2006) 
47118 

Security: 

New charges of conspiracy against former 
Defence Minister Valeriu Pasat (Feb. 2006) 
47118 
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MOLDOVA (contd) 
Trial: : 
Conviction of former Defence Minister Valeriu 


Pasat for abuse of office in relation to arms 
sales (Jan. 2006) 47054 


MONGOLIA 
Appointment: 
S. Otgonbayar as Minister for Emergencies 
(May 2006) 47268 
Cabinet: 
New (Jan. 2006) 47043 
Political crisis: 

Resignation of all 10 ministers of Mongolian 
People’s Revolutionary Party (MPRP) (Jan. 
2006) 47043 

Prime Minister: 

Appointment of Miyeegombo Enkhbold (Jan. 

2006) 47043 
Security: 

Demonstration by Free Union of Mongolian 
Senior Citizens against government (April 
2006) 47206 

Demonstrations against President Nambariyn 
Enkhbayar (Jan. 2006) 47043 


MONSERRAT 
Elections: 
Legislative (May 2006) 47251 


MONTENEGRO see SERBIA AND MONTENEGRO 


MOROCCO 
Appointments: 
Chakib Benmoussa as Minister of Interior (Feb. 
2006) 47127 
Mustapha Sahel as permanent representative 
to UN (Feb. 2006) 47127 
Foreign relations: 
Visit of President Hu Jintao of China (April 
2006) 47235 


MYANMAR see BURMA 


NAMIBIA 
Economy: 
Budget (March 2006) 47138 


NEPAL 
Appointment: 

Leader of United Communist Party of Nepal 
(UCPN) Khadka Prasad Sharma Oli as 
deputy Prime Minister (May 2006) 47260 

Cabinet: 

New, inclusion of communist members (May 

2006) 47260-61 
Communist Party of Nepal-Maoist (CPN-M): 

Alliance with political parties against rule of King 
Gyanendra to be maintained (Jan. 2006) 47041 

Announcement of end of unilateral ceasefire 
(Jan. 2006) 47041 

Announcement of truce after lifting of road 
blockade (April 2006) 47210 

Blockade of roads to force King Gyanendra into 
negotiations (March 2006) 47148-49 

Dismissal of senior leaders after criticism of 
chairman Prachanda (March 2006) 47149 

Escalation of fighting with Royal Nepalese Army 
(March 2006) 47148 

Initial peace talks with Prime Minister Koirala 
(May 2006) 47261 

Pledge given by chairman Comrade Prachanda 
to back decision of constituent assembly on 
monarchy (Feb. 2006) 47100 

Renewal of agreement with alliance of opposi- 
tion parties (March 2006) 47148 

Threats to candidates in local elections (Jan. 
2006) 47041 
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NEPAL (contd) 
Defence: 
Support by army for new government (May 
2006) 47261 
Elections: 
Municipal 
Call to boycott (Jan. 2006) 47041 
Held despite boycott (Feb. 2006) 47100 
House of Representatives: 
Reinstatement (April 2006) 47210 
Human rights: 
Estimate of casualties in war with Maoists (Jan. 
2006) 47041 
Increase in civilian casualties since end of 
ceasefire (March 2006) 47148 
King Gyanendra: 
Call on political parties to resume talks (Feb. 
2006) 47100 
Curtailment of powers by House of 
Representatives (May 2006) 47261 
Reinstatement of House of Representatives 
(April 2006) 47210 
Prime Minister: 
Formation of Cabinet by Girija Prasad Koirala 
(May 2006) 47260 
Nomination by seven-party alliance of Girija 
Prasad Koirala (April 2006) 47210 
Security: 
Arrest of political activists (Jan. 2006) 47041 
Attempt by police and Royal Nepalese army to 
break up protests (April 2006) 47210-11 
Demonstrations against King Gyanendra (Jan. 
2006) 47041 
Detention of four former ministers in connection 
with excessive use of force (May 2006) 
47261 
Mass protests against King (April 2006) 47210 
Release of Maoist prisoners (May 2006) 
47261 
Six people killed by troops firing on crowd 
protesting against rape and murder of 
woman by soldiers (April 2006) 47211 
Victory rally in Kathmandu (April 2006) 47210 
Supreme Court: 


Ruling on release of former Prime Minister Sher 


Bahadur Deuba (Feb. 2006) 47100 


NETHERLANDS 
Elections: 
Municipal (March 2006) 47167-68 
Foreign relations: 

Vote by legislature to commit more troops to 
NATO operation in Afghanistan (Feb. 2006) 
47099 

Human rights: 

Trial of businessman on charges of violation 
of arms embargo on Liberia (May 2006) 
47277 

Immigration and asylum: 

Introduction of tests for immigrants on Dutch 
history and language (March 2006) 47168 

Threat by Immigration Minister Rita Verdonk to 
revoke Dutch nationality of Somali-born 
politician (May 2006) 47276 

Nuclear issues: 

Only nuclear reactor at Borssele to remain open 

until 2033 (Jan. 2006) 47061 
Political parties: 

Election of Mark Rutte as leader of VVD (May 
2006) 47276 

Launch by Dutch paedophiles of Charity, 
Freedom and Diversity (NVD) party (May 
2006) 47277 

Religious issues: 

Criticism of film in immigrants’ study package 
likely to offend Muslims (March 2006) 47168 

Proposed ban on wearing of Muslim burqa on 
grounds of public safety (Jan. 2006) 47061 

Resignation: 

Somali-born politician Ayann Hirsi Ali (May 

2006) 47276 


NETHERLANDS (contd) 
Security: 

Arrest in Portugal of three suspects linked with 
Rotterdam nightclub shooting (Feb. 2006) 
47121 

Social issues: 

Protests at launch of paedophile political party 

(May 2006) 47277 
Trial: 

Hearing in Switzerland of Dutch government 
claim against Médecins sans Frontiéres for 
refund of ransom (Jan. 2006) 47061 

Members of militant Islamic Hofstad group 
charged with plotting to murder Dutch politi- 
cians (Feb. 2006) 47121 

Sentencing of nine members of militant Islamic 
Hofstad group (March 2006) 47167 


NETHERLANDS ANTILLES 
Cabinet: 
New (March 2006) 47144 
Elections: 
Legislative (Jan. 2006) 47036-37 


NEW CALEDONIA 
Economy: 
Sabotage by indigenous campaigners at Goro 
nickel mine (April 2006) 47214 


NEW ZEALAND 
Appointment: 

Judge Anand Satyanand as Governor-General 
(April 2006) 47214 

Lt-Gen. Jerry Mateparae as head of Defence 
Force (March 2006) 47159 

Economy: 
Budget (May 2006) 47265-66 
Governor-General: 

Appointment of Judge Anand Satyanand (April 

2006) 47214 
Maori Queen: 

Celebration of 40th anniversary of coronation of 
Te Arikinui Dame Te Atairangikaahu (May 
2006) 47266 

Visit: 

Visit by UK Prime Minister Tony Blair (March 

2006) 47157-58 


NICARAGUA 
Economy: 
End of strike by medical sector after pay offer 
(May 2006) 47248 
Foreign relations: 
Dispute with Costa Rica over control of border 
(May 2006) 47248 
National Assembly: 
Unanimous election of officials in legislature 
(Jan. 2006) 47038 
Security: 
Student protests against rising transport costs 
(May 2006) 47248 


NIGERIA 
Constitution: 
Rejection of amendment to extend presidential 
term (May 2006) 47243-44 
Defence: 
Senior staff changes (May 2006) 47244 
Disaster: 

Explosion of petroleum pipeline near Lagos 

(May 2006) 47244 
Economy: 

Discrepancies between oil companies payments 
and receipts confirmed by Central Bank of 
Nigeria (April 2006) 47191 

Loan from China to improve railways (May 
2006) 47244 

Oil production halted by Shell due to violence 
(Feb. 2006) 47081 

Settlement of debts to Western creditors (April 
2006) 47190-91 


NIGERIA (contd) 
Foreign relations: 
China 
Increased investment (May 2006) 47244 
Health: 
Avian influenza 
Outbreak among poultry in Kaduna state 
(Feb. 2006) 47081-82 
President: 
Call for resignation of Olusegun Obasanjo (April, 
2006) 47190 
Security: 
Attacks by Movement for the Emancipation of 
the Niger Delta (Jan. 2006) 47021 
Attacks on Port Harcourt offices of oil compa- 
nies (Jan. 2006) 47021 
Car bomb attacks on military barracks and oil 
tankers (April 2006) 47190 
Continued unrest in Niger Delta (May 2006) 
47244 
Kidnapping of four Western oil workers; later 
released (Jan. 2006) 47021 
Kidnapping of nine foreign oil workers (Feb. 
2006) 47081 
Release by MEND of six of nine hostages 
seized in February (March 2006) 47136 
Threats of escalation of campaign by Movement 
for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta 
(MEND) (Feb. 2006) 47081 
Trial: 
Damages awarded against Royal Dutch Shell 
for pollution of Niger delta (Feb. 2006) 
47081 


NORFOLK ISLAND 
Constitution: 
Modification of self-government arrangements 
need to avoid insolvency (Feb. 2006) 
47105 
Security: 
Charging of New Zealand national with murder 
of Janelle Patton in 2002 (Feb. 2006) 47105 


NORWAY 
Religious issues: 
Condemnation by Muslims of re-publication of 
Danish cartoons of Prophet Mohammed 
(Jan. 2006) 47064-65 
Social issues: 
New legislation on appointment of women to 
boards of public companies (Jan. 2006) 
47065 


NUCLEAR ENERGY 
Brazil: 
Inauguration of uranium enrichment plant after 
dispute with IAEA (May 2006) 47250-51 
India: 
Agreement by Russia to supply uranium (March 
2006) 47146 
Agreement to purchase nuclear fuel and tech- 
nology from USA (March 2006) 47146 
Refusal by Australia to export uranium to India 
(March 2006) 47146 
Iran: 
Agreement by USA to join EU in direct negotia- 
tions (May 2006) 47286-87 
Proposal by Russia to create joint enrichment 
facility in Russia (Jan. 2006) 47070; (Feb. 
2006) 47122 
Referral by IAEA to UN Security Council (Jan. 
2006) 47070; (Feb. 2006) 47122; (March 
2006) 47179; (April 2006) 47230 
Response of EU (Jan. 2006) 47070; (Feb. 2006) 
47122; (March 2006) 47179; (May 2006) 
47286 
Response of USA (April 2006) 47230; (May 
2006) 47286 
Resumption of uranium enrichment (Jan. 2006) 
47070; (Feb. 2006) 47122; (April 2006) 
47230 
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NUCLEAR ENERGY (contd) 
Lithuania: 

Hope to extend life of Ignalina power plant to 
allow time to build new reactor (Jan. 2006) 
47063 

Netherlands: 

Only nuclear reactor at Borssele to remain open 

until 2033 (Jan. 2006) 47061 
Pakistan: 

Report of purchase of nuclear reactors from 

China (Jan. 2006) 47039 
Spain: 

Closure of oldest power station near 

Guadalajara (April 2006) 47217 
Turkey: 

Criticism of decision to build nuclear power 

plant at Sinop (April 2006) 47226 


NUCLEAR WASTE 
Ireland, Republic of: 
EC4J ruling of illegality of action at UN against 
BNFL nuclear reprocessing plant (May 2006) 
47284 


NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
see also ARMS TRADE; DISARMAMENT; 
NUCLEAR ENERGY 
France: 

Declaration by President Chirac of willingness 
to retaliate with nuclear weapons in certain 
circumstances (Jan. 2006) 47060 

Korea, North: 

Six-party talks 
Failure of meeting to agree on restarting 
talks (Feb. 2006) 47101; (April 2006) 47205 


oO 
OMAN 
Foreign relations: 
USA 
Bilateral trade agreement (Jan. 2006) 
47071-72 


ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION 
AND DEVELOPMENT (OECD) 
Economic growth: 
Forecast of global growth raised (May 2006) 
47292 
Economic Outlook (May 2006) 47292 
Rules: 
Changes to enlarge membership and introduce 
qualified majority voting (May 2006) 47292 


ORGANISATION FOR SECURITY AND 
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE (OSCE) 
Azerbaijan: 

Report on Nov. 2005 elections (Feb. 2006) 
47116 

Georgia: 

Call for “measured response” to Russian 
peacekeepers in South Ossetia (Feb. 2006) 
47116 

Nagorno-Karabakh: 

Meeting in London of foreign ministers of 
Armenia and Azerbaijan on basic principles 
of settlement (Jan. 2006) 47055 

Meeting of Presidents of Armenia and 

’ Azerbaijan with President Chirac in Paris 
(Feb. 2006) 47115-16 


ORGANISATION OF PETROLEUM EXPORTING 
COUNTRIES (OPEC) 
Oil prices: 
Rise after decision to maintain production quo- 
tas (Jan. 2006) 47074 
Production quotas: (Jan. 2006) 47074 
Unchanged (March 2006) 47183 
Russia: 
Warning on production growth (March 2006) 
47164 


ORGANISATION OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE 
(OIC) 
Cartoons controversy: 
Condemnation of publication of cartoons of 
Prophet Mohammed (Jan. 2006) 47064-65 


P 


PAKISTAN 
Baluchistan: 

Accusation of Indian support for militants (Jan. 
2006) 47038-39 

Announcement of development projects to com- 
bat unemployment (March 2006) 47149 

Attacks on Chinese engineers blamed on 
Baluchistan Liberation Army (Feb. 2006) 47098 

Banning of Baluchistan Liberation Army as ter- 
rorist organisation (April 2006) 47208 

Bombings attributed to tribal rebels including an 
attack on a wedding party (March 2006) 47149 

Deaths in bombing of police training school in 
Quetta (May 2006) 47264 

Escalation of anti-federal insurgency (Feb. 
2006) 47099 

Evidence of army atrocities (Jan. 2006) 47038 

Shooting of leader of pro-government PWP and 
cousin (March 2006) 47149 

Cabinet: 
Reshuffle (April 2006) 47208 
Corruption: 

Issue of international arrest warrants for Benazir 
Bhutto and her husband Asif Ali Zardari (Jan. 
2006) 47039 

Death penalty: 

Death sentence on 11 members of Jundullah 
Islamic group for attack on army convoy in 
Karachi in 2004 (Feb. 2006) 47099 

Rejection of appeal by man convicted in 1991 
as Indian spy (March 2006) 47150 

Elections: 

First phase of senatorial elections (March 2006) 

47150 
Foreign relations: 

India 

Warning over support for militants in 
Baluchistan (Jan. 2006) 47038-39 

USA 

Deaths in US helicopter gunship attack in 
North Waziristan (Jan. 2006) 47038 

Protests at US missile strike in Bajour tribal 
agency region (Jan. 2006) 47038 

Visit of President Bush (March 2006) 47149 

Warning by President Bush on need for 
legislative elections (March 2006) 47149 

Health: 

Avian influenza ; 

Outbreak of H5N1 strain in North-West 
Frontier Province (March 2006) 47150 
Human rights: 

Evidence of army atrocities in Baluchistan (Jan. 

2006) 47038 
Kashmir earthquake: 

Completion of emergency relief operation 
(March 2006) 47149 

UN report on beginning of reconstruction effort 
(March 2006) 47149 

Media: 

Lifting of ban on Indian historical films (Feb. 

2006) 47099 
North Waziristan: 

Death of al-Qaida member wanted for 1998 
embassy bombings in Africa (April 2006) 
47208 

Demolition of madrassa near Miranshah linked to 
Afghan Talibaan leader (March 2006) 47149 

Increased efforts to remove Afghan Talibaan mil- 
itants from border areas (March 2006) 47149 

US helicopter gunship attack (Jan. 2006) 47038 

North-West Frontier Province: 

Death of senior al-Qaida leader Abu Marwan al- 

Suri in gunfight (April 2006) 47208 


PAKISTAN (contd) 

Preference of new governor for non-military 

means towards peace (May 2006) 47264 
Nuclear issues: 

Closure of investigation of disgraced nuclear 
scientist Abdul Qadeer Khan (May 2006) 
47264 

Report of purchase of nuclear reactors from 
China (Jan. 2006) 47039 

Obituary: 

Wali Khan, Khan Abdul (Pashtun leader) (Jan. 

2006) 47039 
Political opposition: 

Agreement between exiled former Prime 
Ministers Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif 
on democratic changes (May 2006) 47263-64 

President: 

Reiteration of strategy against al-Qaida and 

Talibaan (April 2006) 47208 
Security: 

Abduction of Maulana Khalil, leader of Harakat- 
ul-Mujaheddin militant group (March 2006) 
47150 

Claim by UK citizen of illegal treatment by 
Pakistani authorities (March 2006) 47150 


Death in detention in Berlin of student held after 


attack on German newspaper editor (May 
2006) 47264 

House arrest of Imran Khan to prevent him 
leading protests against Musharraf (March 
2006) 47149 

Massacre of Shia Muslims by suicide bomber in 
Hangu (NWFP) (Feb. 2006) 47098 

Protests led by Islamic opposition parties 
against visit of President Bush (March 2006) 
47149 

Several deaths in violent demonstrations 
against publication of satirical Danish car- 
toons (Feb. 2006) 47098 

Shooting of former al-Qaida suspect Dr Ahmad 
Javed Khawaja in Lahore (Feb. 2006) 47099 

Stampede at women-only mosque (April 2006) 
47207-08 

Suicide bombing at Sunni prayer meeting in 
Karachi followed by riots (April 2006) 47207 

US missile strike targeted at suspected al- 
Qaida meeting place (Jan. 2006) 47038 

Senate: 

Senior officers of Inter-Services Intelligence 
agency to brief senators on operations and 
functions (May 2006) 47264 

Social issues: 

Moves to outlaw practice of forced marriage to 

settle disputes (April 2006) 47208 
South Waziristan: 

Report of increased influence of and attacks by 

Talibaan (April 2006) 47208 
Trials: 

Conviction in Lahore of seven men in connec- 
tion with attempted assassination of Prime 
Minister Shaukat Aziz (May 2006) 47264 

Sentencing of two men for bombing of Shia 
shrine in Fatehpur (March 2006) 47150 


PALAU 
Dismissal: 
State governor Jackson Ngiraingas (April 2006) 
47214 
Supreme Court: 
Overturning of impeachment of state governor 
Jackson Ngiraingas (May 2006) 47268 


PALESTINE 
Cabinet: 
New (March 2006) 47176-77 
East Jerusalem: 
Restrictions by Israel on voters (Jan. 2006) 47066 
Economy: 
Agreement of USA, EU, UN, and Russia on 
“temporary mechanism” to allow direct aid 
(May 2006) 47288 
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PALESTINE (contd) 
Crisis due to cancellation of foreign aid funding 
(April 2006) 47233 
Elections: 

Legislative 

Victory for Hamas (Jan. 2006) 47066-67 
Fatah party: 

Claim of plot to undermine Hamas government 
(May 2006) 47287 

Internal unrest (Jan. 2006) 47066 

Foreign relations: 

Calls on Hamas to renounce violence (Jan. 
2006) 47067; (Feb. 2006) 47126 

Canada 
Immediate suspension of aid to PNA (March 

2006) 47176 

Egypt 

Attempts to persuade Hamas to modify 
approach towards Israel (Feb. 2006) 
47126 

EU 

Cessation of payments to PNA (April 2006) 
47233 

Iran 

Offer of funds to deal with budget crisis (April 
2006) 47233 

Israel 

Continuation of policy of targeted assassina- 
tions and arrests (May 2006) 47288 

Freezing of tax and customs receipts due to 
PNA (Feb. 2006) 47126 

Meeting of President Abbas with senior 
Israeli ministers (May 2006) 47288 

Refusal to deal with PNA and Hamas (April 
2006) 47233 

Russia 

Offer by President Putin to mediate in talks 
with Israel (Feb. 2006) 47126 
Visit by Hamas delegation to Moscow (March 
2006) 47177 
UK 
~ Recognition of mandate for Hamas (Jan. 
2006) 47067 
USA 
Refusal to deal with Hamas government 
(Jan. 2006) 47067 
Restatement of refusal to deal with Hamas 
(March 2006) 47176-77 
Suspension of aid to PNA (April 2006) 
47233 
Gaza City: 

Heavy fighting between Hamas's “implementa- 
tion force” and police loyal to Abbas (May 
2006) 47287 

Storming of Danish and Norwegian embassies 
in protest at publication of cartoons of 
Prophet Mohammed (Jan. 2006) 47065 

Storming of EU offices demanding apology for 
Danish cartoons (Feb. 2006) 47106 

Withdrawal of “implementation force” to defuse 
tension (May 2006) 47288 

Gaza Strip: 

Deployment of Hamas-led militia (May 2006) 
47287 

Israeli attacks targeted on Palestinian militants 
(Feb. 2006) 47126 

Israeli bombardment (April 2006) 47233; (May 
2006) 47288 

Protest by al-Aqsa Martyrs’ Brigade against 
arrest of Alaa al-Hams (Jan. 2006) 47067 

Legislature: 

Swearing in of Palestinian Legislative Council 

(Feb. 2006) 47126 
Peace process: 

Call by Quartet to Hamas to renounce violence 

(Jan. 2006) 47067 
President: 

Friction between President Abbas and Hamas 
government leaders (April 2006) 47233; 
(May 2006) 47287-88 


PALESTINE (contd) 
Meeting with senior Israeli ministers (May 2006) 
47288 
Ultimatum to Hamas government to recognise 
Israel or face national referendum (May 
2006) 47288 
Veto on creation of new security force in Gaza 
(April 2006) 47233 
Prime Minister: 
Resignation of Ahmed Qurie (Jan. 2006) 
47067 
Resignation: 
Special international envoy James Wolfensohn 
(May 2006) 47288 
Security: 
Death of Fatah leader in central Gaza (May 
2006) 47288 
Gun battle in Ramallah as result of Israeli 
undercover operation (May 2006) 47288 
Israeli response to home-made Qassam rockets 
fired into Israel (May 2006) 47288, 47289 
Suicide bomb in restaurant in Tel Aviv (Jan. 
2006) 47067 
Suicide bomb in Tel Aviv (April 2006) 47233 
Suicide bomb in West Bank settlement of 
Kedoumim (March 2006) 47177 
West Bank: 
Arrest by Israeli military of Hamas leader 
Sheikh Ibrahim Hamed (May 2006) 47288 
Siege of Palestinian prison in Jericho by Israeli 
forces and seizure of six inmates (March 
2006) 47177 


PALESTINIAN ORGANISATIONS 
Aqsa Martyrs’ Brigade: 
Government offices stormed in protest at arrest 
of Alaa al-Hams (Jan. 2006) 47067 
Hamas: 
Victory in legislative elections (Jan. 2006) 
47066-67 
Islamic Jihad: 
Boycott of elections (Jan. 2006) 47066 
Head of armed wing (al-Quds brigade) killed in 
Gaza City (March 2006) 47177 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO): 
Criticism of Hamas government (April 2006) 
47233 
Popular Resistance Committees (PRC): 
Commander of Salah el-Din Brigades killed in 
car explosion in Gaza City (March 2006) 
47177 


PANAMA 
Appointment: 

Guillermo Salazar as Agriculture Minister (Jan. 

2006) 47038 
Corruption: 

Arrest ordered of former Nicaraguan President 
Arnoldo Aleman Lacayo for fraud (May 2006) 
47252 

Foreign relations: 

USA 

Proposed free trade agreement criticised 
(Jan. 2006) 47038 
Panama Canal: 

Plans to expand canal and build new locks 

(April 2006) 47200 
Resignation: 

Agriculture Minister Laurentino Cortizo Cohen 

(Jan. 2006) 47038 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
Bougainville: 
By-election (Jan. 2006) 47050 
Clash between police and supporters of Noah 
Musingku (May 2006) 47266 
Cabinet: 
Reshuffle (April 2006) 47212 
Corruption: 
Arrest of senior finance minister on fraud 
charges (May 2006) 47266 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA (contd) 

Investigation of senior politicians for misuse of 

public funds (March 2006) 47158 
Dismissal: 

Finance Secretary Thaddeus Kambanei (May 

2006) 47266 
Elections: 

Rejection by National Parliament of Election 
Boundaries Commission recommendations 
(April 2006) 47212-13 

Madang province: 

Bunag Kiup to continue as chairman of assembly 

(Jan. 2006) 47050 
Obituary: 

Skate, Sir William (former Prime Minister) (Jan. 

2006) 47050 
Resignation: 

Planning Minister Arthur Somare (March 2006) 

47158 
Science: 

Discovery of 40 new species of animals, birds 

and plants (Feb. 2006) 47128-29 
Storms and floods: 

Outlying atolls swamped by storms (March 

2006) 47158 
Trials: 

Dismissal of fraud charges against opposition 
leader Peter O’Neill (Jan. 2006) 47050 

Sentencing of Madang provincial governor 
James Yali (Jan. 2006) 47050 


PARAGUAY 
Appointments: 
Alejandro Takahase as president of state oil 
company PETROPAR (April 2006) 47198 
Carlos Santa-Cruz Britos as Minister of 
Agriculture (April 2006) 47198 
Defence: 
Changes in senior posts (April 2006) 47198 
Obituary: 
Gomez, Captain Napoleon Ortigoza (longest- 
serving political prisoner in Latin America) 
(Jan. 2006) 47038 
Supreme Court: 
Ruling that President could also act as presi- 
dent of Colorado Party (PC) (March 2006) 
47146 


PERU 
Elections: 
Legislative 
Provisional results (April 2006) 47196-97 
Presidential 
Disqualification of former President Alberto 
Fujimori (Jan. 2006) 47034 
Provisional results (April 2006) 47196 
Foreign relations: 
Venezuela 
Diplomatic row over President Chavez’s 
promotion of Peruvian presidential candi- 
date (Jan. 2006) 47034; (May 2006) 
47249 
Withdrawal of ambassador to Venezuela 
(May 2006) 47249 
Security: 
Denial of bail to former President Alberto 
Fujimori (Feb. 2006) 47092 
Grant of bail to former President Alberto 
Fujimori (May 2006) 47249 
Lawsuit filed against 13 former ministers for role 
in autogolpe staged by Fujimori (March 
2006) 47142 
Trials: 
Sentencing of two leaders of MRTA guerrilla 
movement (March 2006) 47142 
Sentencing of two members of Shining Path 
faction (March 2006) 47142 
Volcano: 
Evacuation of people near Ubinas volcano 
(April 2006) 47197 
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PETROLEUM AND GAS 
see also ORGANISATION OF PETROLEUM 
EXPORTING COUNTRIES (OPEC) 
Afghanistan: 

Survey revealed larger than expected gas and 

oil reserves (March 2006) 47150-51 
Arctic: 

Concern over US oil exploration project (April 

2006) 47236 
Australia and East Timor: 

Agreement on share of revenues from Timor 

Sea fields (Jan. 2006) 47049 
Brazil: 

Inauguration of new oil platform in Campos 

Basin (April 2006) 47198 
China: 

Agreement with India to co-operate on overseas 

oil contracts (Jan. 2006) 47044 
East Timor: 

Agreement with Australia on shares of gas and 
oil revenues from Timor Sea fields (Jan. 
2006) 47049 

Georgia: 

Deterioration in relations with Russia over gas 
pipeline explosions (Jan. 2006) 47053, 
47054 

Kuwait: 

Discovery of large oil and natural gas field 

(March 2006) 47181 
Russia: 

Agreement with neighbouring states on natural 
gas supplies (Jan. 2006) 47052, 47053, 
47054; (March 2006) 47165; (April 2006) 
47229 

Agreement to supply natural gas to China 
(March 2006) 47151-52 

Launch of East Siberia-Pacific Ocean oil 
pipeline (April 2006) 47227 

Veto by President Putin of planned pipeline 
route near Lake Baikal (March 2006) 47164; 
(April 2006) 47227-28 

Saudi Arabia: 

Intention to double oil refining capacity over five 

years (Feb. 2006) 47124 
Venezuela: 

Government control over foreign-owned oil 
companies (Jan. 2006) 47036; (April 2006) 
47198; (May 2006) 47251 


PHILIPPINES 
Appointment: 
Conrado Limcaoco to Philippine Information 
Agency (March 2006) 47154 
Cabinet: 
Changes (Feb. 2006) 47093 
Constitution: 
Ruling by Supreme Court on presidential power 
to call state of emergency (May 2006) 
47255 
Death penalty: 
Commutation of sentences on more than 1,000 
convicts (April 2006) 47203 
Disasters: 
Deaths of 74 people in stampede at stadium in 
Manila (Feb. 2006) 47093 
Economy: 
New sales tax (Feb. 2006) 47093 
Elections: 
Report alleged fraud in 2004 election (April 
2006) 47203 
Espionage: 
Extension of legal protection for Estrada for 
espionage case in USA (April 2006) 47203 
Human rights: 
Protests against deaths of journalists and 
activists (May 2006) 47255 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF): 
New round of talks despite clashes on 
Mindanao (Feb. 2006) 47093 
Talks on reunification with Moro National 
Liberation Front (MNLF) (April 2006) 47203 


PHILIPPINES (contd) 
New People’s Army: 
Death of guerrillas in clash with troops near 
Santa Ignacia (Jan. 2006) 47051 
Resignation: 
Solicitor General Alfredo Benipayo (March 
2006) 47154 
Security: 
Bomb explosion in karaoke bar on Jolo island 
blamed on ASG (Feb. 2006) 47093 
Bomb explosion at store in Jolo town (March 
2006) 47154 
Call to end spate of killings of journalists and 
activists (May 2006) 47255 
Charges brought against 17 people in connec- 
tion with stampede at stadium (March 2006) 
47154 
Charges of rape of Filipina woman against US 
marine (April 2006) 47203 
Charges of rebellion against 49 people in con- 
nection with attempted coup in February 
(April 2006) 47203 
Demonstrations against President in defiance of 
ban in Manila (Feb. 2006) 47093 
Discovery of mass graves in Mindanao thought 
to be result of Communist Party (CPP) 
purges (May 2006) 47255-56 
Four members of Special Action Force charged 
in connection with alleged coup plot (March 
2006) 47154 
State of Emergency: 
Imposed after alleged coup attempt (Feb. 2006) 
47093 
Lifted amid criticism of measures taken (March 
2006) 47153-54 
Storms and floods: 
Coastal village covered by landslide after heavy 
rain (Feb. 2006) 47093 
Typhoon Chanchu (May 2006) 47256 
Trial: 
Former President Joseph Estrada on corruption 
charges (March 2006) 47154 


POLAND 
Appeal Court: 

Upholding of conviction of Andrzej Lepper for 

slander (May 2006) 47274 
Appointments: 

Anna Fotyga as Foreign Minister (May 2006) 
47274 

Gen. Franciszek Gagor as armed forces chief of 
staff (Feb. 2006) 47112 

Wojciech Jasinski as Treasury Minister (Feb. 
2006) 47112 

Zyta Gilowska as Finance Minister and Deputy 
Prime Minister (Jan. 2006) 47062 

Cabinet: 

Changes (Jan. 2006) 47062; (May 2006) 47274 

New majority government coalition (May 2006) 
47274 

Corruption: 

Allegation of involvement of Treasury Minister’s 
wife in improper stock dealing (Jan. 2006) 
47062 

Allegations of fraud against former President 
Aleksander Kwasniewski (March 2006) 47166 

Defence: 

Doubt expressed over withdrawal of troops from 

Iraq (April 2006) 47222 
Disaster: 

Deaths resulting from collapse of exhibition hall 
roof under weight of snow (Jan. 2006) 
47063 

Economy: 

Approval of budget, but constitutional deadline 
missed (Jan. 2006) 47062-63 

Budget amendments approved (Feb. 2006) 
47112 

Foreign relations: 

Condemnation of Russian-German gas pipeline 

plan (April 2006) 47222 


POLAND (contd) 


Health: 
Avian influenza 


First outbreak confirmed in wild swan (March — 


2006) 47166 
Political parties: 
Defection of three Civic Platform (PO) deputies 
to ruling PiS party (Jan. 2006) 47062 
Election of Janusz Onyszkiewicz as leader of 
Democratic Party (March 2006) 47166 
Inclusion in coalition government of anti-EU 
agrarian Self-Defence party (April 2006) 47222 
Inclusion of right-wing nationalist parties in gov- _ 
ernment coalition (May 2006) 47274 
Racial issues: 
Apology by director of Catholic Radio Maryja for 
anti-Semitic comments (April 2006) 47222 
Attack on Chief Rabbi Michael Schudrich (May 
2006) 47274 
Religious affairs: 
Visit by Pope Benedict XVI (May 2006) 47274 
Resignation: 
Foreign Minister Stefan Meller (April 2006) 
47222; (May 2006) 47274 
Treasury Minister Andrzej Mikosz (Jan. 2006) 
47062 
Security: 
Arrest of three directors of trade fair in connec- 
tion with collapse of hall (Feb. 2006) 47112 
Sejm (lower house of legislature): 
Failure to pass budget by deadline (Feb. 2006) 
47112 
Severe weather: 
Deaths of at least 191 people in exceptionally 
cold weather (Jan. 2006) 47063 


. 


PORTUGAL 


Elections: 
Presidential (Jan. 2006) 47057 
President: 
Election of Anibal Cavaco Silva of Social 
Democratic Party (Jan. 2006) 47057 
Inauguration ceremony (March 2006) 47175 


Q 


QAIDA, AL- 


Australia: 

Conviction of Jack Thomas on charges of 
receiving funds from al-Qaida (Feb. 2006) 
47103 

Bangladesh: 

Claim of responsibility for bomb explosions 

(Feb. 2006) 47096 
Lebanon: 

Detainees suspected of belonging with al-Qaida 
charged with planning terrorist operations 
(Jan. 2006) 47068 

Pakistan: 

Deaths of alleged operatives in US missile 
strike in Pakistan (Jan. 2006) 47038 

Former suspect Dr Ahmad Javed Khawaja shot 
dead in Lahore (Feb. 2006) 47099 

US missile strike targeted at suspected al- 
Qaida meeting place (Jan. 2006) 47038 

Saudi Arabia: 

Arrest of 40 suspected members (March 2006) 

47181 
Spain: 

Arrest of Islamist extremists suspected of 

recruiting for al-Qaida (Jan. 2006) 47057 
Turkey: 

Arrest of six al-Qaida suspects in Gaziantep 
(April 2006) 47226 

Sentencing of Anmed Omar Abu Ali for conspir- 
acy with members of al-Qaida to assassinate 
President Bush (April 2006) 47194 

Yemen: 

Escape of 23 convicted militants (Feb. 2006) 

47123-24 
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REFUGEES 
see also IMMIGRATION AND EMIGRATION; 
UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER 
FOR REFUGEES (UNHCR) 
Congo (DRC): (April 2006) 47235 
Darfur (Sudan): (Feb. 2006) 47083; (May 2006) 
47241 
Iraq: 
Internal, due to sectarian violence (May 2006) 
47285 
USA: 
Acceptance of North Korean refugees (May 
2006) 47254 
Zimbabwe: 
Drowning of migrants trying to cross Limpopo 
river to South Africa (Jan. 2006) 47025 


ROMANIA 
Appointments: 
Mihai Voicu as Minister in charge of Relations 
with Parliament (May 2006) 47269 
Radu Stroe as Secretary General of 
Government (May 2006) 47270 
Chamber of Deputies: 
Election of Bogdan Olteanu as Speaker (March 
2006) 47162 
Corruption: 
Indictment of former Prime Minister Adrian 
Nastase for bribery (Feb. 2006) 47117 
Investigation of former Prime Minister Adrian 
Nastase and former Economy and Trade 
Minister Dan loan Popescu (Jan. 2006) 47066 
European accession: 
Delay of final decision for further progress in 
L- agriculture and tax areas (May 2006) 47269 
a Positive report on judicial reforms and controls 
on corruption (April 2006) 47225 
Warning by European Commission on govern- 
ment control over corruption (Feb. 2006) 
47117 


Foreign relations: 
Admission that secret CIA flights had passed 
through Romania (Feb. 2006) 47117-18 
Political parties: 
Party of Romanian National Unity absorbed by 
5 Conservative Party (PC) (Feb. 2006) 47118 
Resignation: 
Speaker of Chamber of Deputies Adrian 
Nastase (March 2006) 47162 
Storms and floods: 
Breach of flood defences on Danube (April 
2006) 47225 


RUSSIA 
Adygeya republic (North Caucasus): 
Resignation of president Khazret Sovmen (April 
2006) 47228 
Appeals Court: 
Overturning of conviction of motorist Oleg 
Shcherbinsky for causing death of governor 
of Altai (March 2006) 47164-65 
Aviation: 
Crash of Armenian airliner in Black Sea (May 
2006) 47272 
Chechnya: 
Election of Ramzan Kadryov as Prime Minister 
(March 2006) 47164 
Ramzan Kadryov expected to become Prime 
Minister (Feb. 2006) 47119 
Reorganisation of government by separatist 
leader Abdul-Khalim Sadulayev (Feb. 2006) 
47119 
Resignation of Prime Minister Sergei Abramov 
(Feb. 2006) 47119 
Russian special forces operation against mili- 
tants in Stavropol krai (Feb. 2006) 47119 
Corruption: 
Arrest of governor of Yamalo-Nenets okrug on 
embezzlement charges (May 2006) 47273 


RUSSIA (contd) 

Dismissal of Federal Security Service officials 

(May 2006) 47272 
Dagestan: 

Resignation of President Magomedali 
Magomedov (Feb. 2006) 47119 

Two Chechen militants arrested and three killed 
in separate operations (Jan. 2006) 47054 

Two militant Islamic leaders shot dead in sepa- 
rate incidents (April 2006) 47228 

Defence: 

Conviction of deputy commander Vladimir 
Kontonistov on charges of hiring out troops 
as labourers (Feb. 2006) 47119 

Public outrage over case of brutality against 
army conscript (Feb. 2006) 47119-20 

Disaster: 

Collapse of Baumansky indoor market in 
Moscow under weight of heavy snow (Feb. 
2006) 47120 

Earthquake: 
Kamchatka peninsula (April 2006) 47228 
Economy: 

Gazprom became sixth-largest publicly traded 
company in world (April 2006) 47228 

Increased funding by European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) 
(May 2006) 47273 

Merger of all aircraft manufacturers into state- 
controlled United Aircraft Construction 
Corporation (OAK) (Feb. 2006) 47120 

Protests against costs of housing and utilities 
(April 2006) 47228 

Reduction in goods brought into Russia without 
payment of customs duties (Feb. 2006) 
47120 

Elections: 
Local (March 2006) 47164 
Energy: - 

Change of name of Sibneft oil company to 
Gazpromneft (May 2006) 47272-73 

Disputes with Ukraine over gas supplies (Jan. 
2006) 47052, 47053 

Launch of East Siberia-Pacific Ocean oil 
pipeline (April 2006) 47227 

Sale of stake in Lithuanian oil refinery (May 
2006) 47273 

Tension over access of Gazprom to European 
gas market (April 2006) 47227-28 

Environment: 

Approval of oil pipeline route close to Lake 
Baikal despite fears (March 2006) 47164 

Veto by President Putin of planned pipeline 
route near Lake Baikal (April 2006) 47227-28 

Espionage: 

Allegations that UK diplomats used fake rock in 
Moscow to conceal transmitter (Jan. 2006) 
47052 

Foreign relations: 

EU 

Proposal for bilateral agreements between 
member states and Gazprom (March 
2006) 47163-64 

Georgia 

Implicit accusation of Russian involvement in 
sabotage to gas pipelines (Jan. 2006) 
47053 

Germany 

Meeting of Chancellor Angela Merkel with 
President Putin in Tomsk (April 2006) 47227 

Tension over access of Gazprom to European 
gas market (April 2006) 47227 

UK 

Protest at alleged funding of Russian NGOs 
through UK diplomats (Jan. 2006) 47052- 
53 
Ukraine 
Accusation that Ukraine created fuel short- 
ages in Europe by taking gas from 
pipelines crossing its territory (Jan. 2006) 
47053 


(se) 


RUSSIA (contd) 
Dispute over price charged to Ukraine for 
natural gas (Jan. 2006) 47052 

USA 

Adverse reports from US sources on 
democracy and human rights (March 
2006) 47164 

Talks between foreign ministers on Middle 
East (March 2006) 47164 

Tensions over US criticism of Russian energy 
policy (May 2006) 47272 

G-8 energy ministers meeting: 

Refusal of Russia to ratify Energy Charter 

(March 2006) 47163 
G-8 finance ministers meeting: 

Call for Russia to ratify Energy Charter treaty 

(1994) (Feb. 2006) 47119 
Human rights: 

Adverse report by US State Department on 
centralisation of power (March 2006) 47164 

Compensation awarded by ECHR to Aleksei 
Mikheyev for torture by Russian police (Jan. 
2006) 47053 

Restrictions on activities of NGOs (Jan. 2006) 
47053 

Immigration and asylum: 

Simplification of conditions for obtaining 
Russian citizenship for citizens of former 
Soviet states (Jan. 2006) 47053 

Karelia: 

Election of Sergei Katanandov as president 

(March 2006) 47164 
Law and legislation: 

New wide-ranging anti-terrorism measures 
(Feb. 2006) 47119 

Restrictions on activities of NGOs (Jan. 2006) 
47053 

Media: 

Closure of two newspapers over re-publication 

of Danish cartoons (Feb. 2006) 47120 
North Caucasus: 

Armed militants killed by police in Dagestan 
(May 2006) 47272 

Attacks by Islamic militants in Ossetia and 
Ingushetia (April 2006) 47228 

Bomb explosion in Ingushetia (May 2006) 
47272 

Insurgents besieged by police in Dagestan 
(May 2006) 47272 

Militants killed in Chechnya (May 2006) 47272 

Political parties: 

Election of Aleksandr Babakov as chairman of 
Rodina party (March 2006) 47164 

Formation of People’s Democratic Union (NDS) 
(March 2006) 47164 

President: 

State of the nation address (May 2006) 47272 
Programme of reforms (May 2006) 47272 
Response to criticism by US Vice President 

Dick Cheney (May 2006) 47272 
Public Chamber: 
First plenary session (Jan. 2006) 47054 
Racial issues: 

Break-up of extremist right-wing group by police 
(May 2006) 47273 

Fear of rising anti-Semitism and extremism 
(Jan. 2006) 47053 

Racially motivated attacks in St Petersburg 
(March 2006) 47164 

Racist attacks against Roma, a Senegalese 
student, a Vietnamese trader, and an 
Armenian (April 2006) 47228 

Region: 

Vote to merge Irkutsk oblast and Ust-Ordyn- 
Buryat autonomous okrug (April 2006) 
47228 

Security: 

Establishment of anti-terrorism committee (Feb. 
2006) 47119 

Extremist gang blamed for racially motivated 
attacks broken up (May 2006) 47273 


Subject index 


a en 


RUSSIA (contd) 

Protests by motorists against abuse of traffic 
regulations by high-ranking officials (Feb. 
2006) 47120 

Several hurt by man on rampage in Moscow 
synagogue (Jan. 2006) 47053 

Severe weather: 
Coldest winter since 1978-79 (Jan. 2006) 47053 
Trade: 

Claim that accession to WTO was being impeded 

by USA (March 2006) 47164 
Trial: 

Conviction of Magomed Salikhov on lesser 
charges relating to bomb explosion in 
Dagestan in 1999 (Jan. 2006) 47054 

Conviction of man for attack at synagogue in 
Moscow (March 2006) 47164 

Conviction of Nur-Pasha Kulayev for role in 
Beslan siege (May 2006) 47272 

Conviction of Oleg Shcherbinsky for causing car 
crash which killed governor of Altai krai (Feb. 
2006) 47120 

Sentencing of journalist on charges of inciting 
religious hatred in Chechnya (Feb. 2006) 
47120 

Trials: 

Acquittal of three men for murder of Paul 
Klebnikov editor of Russian edition of Forbes 
Magazine (May 2006) 47272 

Yukos affair: 

Bank accounts of Open Russia foundation 
frozen (March 2006) 47164 

Drop in share price caused by further demand 
for tax arrears (Jan. 2006) 47053-54 

Outstanding Yukos debt bought by Rosneft 
(March 2006) 47164 


RWANDA 
Cabinet: 
New (March 2006) 47135 
War crimes: 

Arrest of Hutu rebel leader Ignance 
Murwamashyaka in Germany (April 2006) 
47192 

Rejection of appeals against acquittals of André 
Ntagerura and Emmanuel Bagambiki (Feb. 
2006) 47080 

Request by ICTR for transfer of Michel 
Bagaragaza to Norway (Feb. 2006) 47080 

Sentencing of Paul Bisengimana for role in 
1994 genocide (April 2006) 47192 

Trial of Francois Karera at ICTR (Jan. 2006) 


47023 
Ss 
SAMOA 
Cabinet: 
New (April 2006) 47213-14 
Elections: 


Decisive victory for ruling Human Rights 
Protection Party (March 2006) 47159 

Final results (April 2006) 47213-14 

Indication in opinion polls of support for opposi- 
tion Samoan Democratic United Party 
(SDUP) (Jan. 2006) 47050 

King: 

93rd birthday of King Susuga Malietoa 

Tanumafili II (Jan. 2006) 47050 


SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE 
Appointment: 
Lt-Col Oscar Aguiar Sacramento e Sousa as 
Minister of Foreign Affairs (Jan. 2006) 47026 
Cabinet: 
New government (April 2006) 47191 
Elections: 
Legislative (March 2006) 47136-37 
Resignation: 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Ovidio Manuel 
Barbosa Pequeno (Jan. 2006) 47026 


SAUDI ARABIA 
Defence: 
Agreement to purchase Eurofighter Typhoon air- 
craft (April 2006) 47232 
Disasters: 
Death of 76 Haj pilgrims when roof of hostel 
collapsed (Jan. 2006) 47071 
Death of at least 363 Haj pilgrims in stampede 
near Mecca (Jan. 2006) 47071 
Economy: 
Intention to double oil refining capacity over five 
years (Feb. 2006) 47124 
Foreign relations: 
China 
Visit of President Hu Jintao (April 2006) 
47232 
USA 
Criticism of US moves to reduce dependency 
on oil (Feb. 2006) 47124 
King: 
Visit of King Abdullah to China, India, Pakistan, 
and Malaysia (Jan. 2006) 47071 
Security: 
Arrest of 40 suspected members of al-Qaida 
(March 2006) 47181 
Arrest of five al-Qaida suspects (April 2006) 
47232 
Attempted suicide attack on oil processing facility 
(Feb. 2006) 47124 
Proposed construction of security fence on Iraq 
border (April 2006) 47232 


SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 
see also ENVIRONMENT; HEALTH AND 
EPIDEMIC DISEASES 
Abel Prize: 

Awarded to Lennart Carleson of Sweden for 
work on harmonic analysis (March 2006) 
47183 

Archaeology: 

Egypt 

Discovery of new tomb in Valley of the Kings 
(Feb. 2006) 47129 
Diseases: 

Claims by Russian Influenza Institute of vaccine 
against H5N1 strain of avian influenza (Feb. 
2006) 47129 

Rejection by study of links between mobile 
phone use and brain cancer (Jan. 2006) 
47072 

Study of new pathogens (Feb. 2006) 47129 

Fossils: 

Discovery in Canadian Arctic of transitional 
sea-land animal named Tiktaalik roseae 
(April 2006) 47236 

Early hominid remains found in Ethiopia and 
named Australopithecus anamensis (April 
2006) 47236 

Genetics, stem cell, and cloning developments: 

Confirmation of continuing evolution of human 
genes (March 2006) 47183 

Formal retraction of South Korean stem cell 
research (Jan. 2006) 47072 

Greenland: 

EU grant in return for scientific research facili- 

ties (April 2006) 47229 
Species: 

40 new species of animals, birds, and plants 
identified in Papua New Guinea (Feb. 2006) 
47128-29 

Identification in Laos of rodent member of 
extinct mammal family (March 2006) 47183 

USA: 

Alternative energy technology programme 

announced (Jan. 2006) 47029, 47030-31 


SENEGAL 
Cabinet: 
Reshuffle (Feb. 2006) 47082; (March 2006) 
47133 


SENEGAL (contd) 
Dismissals: 
Minister of Local Collectives Aminata Tall 
(March 2006) 47133 
Political parties: 
Formation of opposition coalition (May 2006) 
47242 ; 
Security: 
Arrest of opposition leader Jean-Paul Dias 
(April 2006) 47189 
Continued fighting on Guinea-Bissau border 
(April 2006) 47189 
Fighting with separatist Casamance Movement 


of Democratic Forces (MFDC) on border with — 


Guinea-Bissau (March 2006) 47133 
Release from detention of former Prime 
Minister Idrissa Seck (Feb. 2006) 47082 
Renewed fighting in Casamance (May 2006) 
47242 


SERBIA AND MONTENEGRO 
Disaster: 
Derailment and crash of passenger train near 
Podgorica (Jan. 2006) 47065 
EU accession: 
Suspension of talks due to failure to arrest Gen. 
Ratko Mladic (May 2006) 47269 
Foreign relations: 
EU 
Recognition of Montenegro as independent 
state (May 2006) 47269 
Support for independent Montenegro from 
leaders of former Yugoslavia (May 2006) 
47269 
Kosovo: 
Election of Fatmir Sejdiu as new President 
(Feb. 2006) 47116 
Election of Kole Berisha as Speaker of 
Assembly (March 2006) 47160 
Election of Lt-Gen. Agim Ceku as Prime 
Minister (March 2006) 47160 
First round of final status talks in Vienna (Feb. 
2006) 47116-17 
New round of “final status” talks in Vienna (April 
2006) 47225 
Resignation of Prime Minister Bajram Kosumi 
(March 2006) 47160 
Montenegro: 
Alliance formed by opposition parties against 
independence (March 2006) 47160-61 
Referendum on independence 
Narrow vote in favour (May 2006) 47268-69 
Scheduled for May (Feb. 2006) 47117 
Obituaries: 
Bakalli, Mahmut (communist-era leader in 
Kosovo) (April 2006) 47225 
Milosevic, Slobodan (former President, in deten- 
tion at ICTY at The Hague) (March 2006) 
47160-61 
Rugova, Ibrahim (President of province of 
Kosovo) (Jan. 2006) 47065 
Political parties: 
Bosniak Party (BP) formed in Montenegro (Feb. 
2006) 47117 
President: 
Recognition by Boris Tadic of outcome of refer- 
endum (May 2006) 47269 
Prime Minister: 
Expression of regret for failure to arrest Mladic 
(May 2006) 47269 
Resignation: 
Deputy Prime Minister Miroljub Labus (May 
2006) 47269 
Security: 
Arguments about funeral arrangements for 
Milosevic (March 2006) 47160 
Storms and floods: 
ee of river Danube (April 2006) 47225 
Resolution 1660 on composition of ad litem 
judges at ICTY (March 2006) 47160 
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SLOVAKIA (contd) 
Formation of new liberal called Hope ( 
2006) 47062 ord “these 
Delence Minister Juraj Liska (Jan, 206) 47062 
SLOVENIA 


EU: 


Approval by EC of application to join single 
rency (Way 2006) 47284 6 cl 


Development Minister Joze P. Darnijan (March 
one 


Sessa te asetesvixioe) at village of 
Hoimec (April 2006) 47224 


SOLOMON ISLANDS 
Cabinet: 
Changes (Jan. 2006) 47051; (Feb. 2006) 47102 
New (May 2008) 47266 
Dismissal: 


infrastructure Minister Alfred Saszko (March 
20068) 47154 


Cancellation by new mines minister A bonuses 
for board members of SIEA (Feb. 2006) 
47103 


Election: 
Gee, 
Ficts after inconctusive result (April 2006) 
47212 
Start of campaign (March 2006) 47152 
Prime mranisterial 


Scheduled for Way 4 (April 2006) 47212 
Victory tor WMarasseh Sogarave (May 2006) 
4728 


Resignation A Furi che: tots (Way 2006) 
STH 


pocouncement A withdrawal A puctrelian 206 
New Zealand troops (Way 2006) 47267 

Arti-Crinese cesnoneirations (Apri 2006) 
47213 

Charges of arson and inctement to fot against 
formes Wart: Alex Bartet (Way 2006) 
45T2L 


SOMALIA 
Drought and tamine: 
Viasning by UN humanitarian co-ordinator of 
widespread tamine (Warch 2006) 4714 
Foreign relations: 
USA 
Permission granted to US Navy to patrol 
cata waters (Apri 29%) 47732 
Government: 
Agseement in pincaple to move from Jowthas to 
Wogadetu (Jan. 2098) 47022-Z2 


Vesting A tanstional egeiaure io Baitoz 
(Feb. 2006) 47062 


President: 
Agssement teaches with Speck Si egeiaixe 
(Jan: 2098) 47022-Z2 


Security: 

Continued heary fighting in Mogadienu (May 
LID) 47240 

Demonstrations and turther unrest in 
Wogadienu (Feb. 2006) 47023 

Heayy fighting in Mogadisnu between isemic 
Courts militia and new Alliance for 
Resioxation & Peace Warch 2906) 4714 
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SOMALIA (contd) 

Kiting of six suspected strike-breakers by 
being thrown from moving train (April 2006) 
47192 

UN: 

Resolution 1676 calling for panel of experts to 
investigate violations of arms embargo (May 
ZH) 47240 


SOUTH AFRICA 
Corruption: 
Aiegations A comuption against Deputy 
Phurmzile Wi 


President Miarnibo-Noguka (Jan. 
LVS) 47025-26 


Plans to regulate land sales to foreigners (Feb. 
2K) 4708 


Deleats in Cape Town for ANC (iarch 2006) 


411B 
Media: 
Controversial interview with former President 
PV Botha nt broadcast by SABC (Jan. 
2006) 47026 


State of the Nation address by Thabo Mbeki 
(Feb. 2006) 47084 


hogitia A Jacde Zuma on rape chasges (Way 
ZO) 47244 

Formes Deputy President Jacob Zuma on rape 
hatge (Feb. 2006) 47084 


Vice-President: 
Resumption of duties by Jacob Zuma (Way 
LI) 47244 


SPACE 
Asteriods: 
Announcement by NASA of miesion to study 
Vesta and Cares astexcids (March 2006) 
47122 
Comets: 
Report on examination A matesal from Wid-2 
come tall (Vasc 2006) 471282 
Dark matter: 
Deductions on properties of dark matter (Feb. 
LO) 471228 
international Space Station: 
Replacement crew (April 2006) 47236 
Kuiper Bett: 
Object found to be larger than Pluto (Feb. 2006) 
47°2E 


Orbiter Wasrch 2008) 47122 

Evidence of distinct geological esas (April 2006) 

4TZE 
Moon: 

Russian plans to establish permanent station 

on Woon to mine helium (Jan. 20065) 47072 
Planets: 

Detection of “carte” planet beyond solar 

sygiem (Jan. 2006) 47072 
Pluto: 
Launch by NASA of unmanned probe New 
Horizons (Jan. 2096) 47672 
Space exploration: 
Plans by private companies for spaceporis for 
pri il ait ge 
Space shuttie: 

Completion of intemational Space Station (ISS) 
Qiven priority in NASA budget (Feb. 2005) 
471Z3B 

Stardust mission: 

Return of mission to collect samples of 
cometary and infersicliar dusi (San. 2006) 
47072 
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Venus: 
European Space Agency’s Venus Express in 
preliminary orbit (April 2006) 47236 


SPAIN 


Appointment: 

Gen. Carlos Villar Turrau as army commander 
(April 2006) 47216 

José Antonio Alonso as Defence Minister (April 
2006) 47216 

Basque country: 

Announcement of peace talks with government 
(May 2006) 47281 

Ban imposed on rally by Batasuna in San 
Sebastian (April 2006) 47216 

Ban on planned rally by outlawed Batasuna 
political wing of ETA (Jan. 2006) 47057 

Concerns over ceasefire after arson attack in 
Navarre (April 2006) 47216 

Declaration by ETA of permanent ceasefire 
(March 2006) 47169 

Demonstration in Bilbao demanding amnesty 
for prisoners (April 2006) 47216 

Demonstration in Madrid against possible nego- 
tiations with ETA (Feb. 2006) 47110 

Extradition of suspected ETA members from 
Mexico (May 2006) 47281 

Rejection by government of call by ETA for nego- 
tiations on peace talks (Feb. 2006) 47110 

Three bomb attacks preceded by warnings by 
ETA (Feb. 2006) 47110 

Two small bombs in continuation of low-level 
violence (March 2006) 47169 

Catalonia: 

Controversy over statute giving greater autonomy 
(Jan. 2006) 47056-57 

Petition to Congress of Deputies for referendum 
on greater autonomy (April 2006) 47216 

Statute giving greater autonomy approved by 
Congress of Deputies (March 2006) 47169 

Corruption: 

Dissolution of city council of Marbella (April 

2006) 47217 
Dismissal: 

Army commander Gen. José Antonio Garcia 

Gonzalez (April 2006) 47216 
Economy: 

New law on labour reforms limiting temporary 

contracts (May 2006) 47281 
Foreign relations: 

Argentina 

Indictment of former Argentinian naval officer 
Ricardo Miguel Cavallo on charges arising 
from “dirty war’ in 1970s in Argentina 
(Jan. 2006) 47036 

Immigration and asylum: 

Assistance from EU to stop illegal migrants 

from Africa (May 2006) 47281 
Nuclear issues: 

Closure of oldest power station near 

Guadalajara (April 2006) 47217 
Obituary: 

Sanchez Montero, Simon (former leader of 
Spanish Communist Party) (April 2006) 
47217 

Political parties: 

Election of Manuel Fraga as leader of Popular 

Party in Galicia (Feb. 2006) 47110 
Resignation: 

Chairman of Popular Party in Galicia Manuel 
Fraga (Jan. 2006) 47057 

Defence Minister José Bono (April 2006) 47216 

Security: 

Arrest of Islamist extremists suspected of 
recruiting for al-Qaida (Jan. 2006) 47057 

Arson attack on Muslim sanctuary in Ceuta 
enclave, North Africa (April 2006) 47216 

Authorisation by UK of extradition of terrorism 
suspect Hedi Ben Youseff Boudhiba (Feb. 
2006) 47110 
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SPAIN (contd) 

Discovery of fraudulent stamp-investing 
schemes (May 2006) 47281 

DNA links to hitherto unidentified Madrid 
bombers (Feb. 2006) 47110 

Indictment of 29 suspects in connection with 
Madrid train bombings (April 2006) 47216 

Indictment of suspected Islamic radicals over 
plot to bomb Madrid national court (March 
2006) 47170 


Rioting after mass street parties protesting against 


higher alcohol prices (March 2006) 47170 
Trial: 


Batasuna leader Arnaldo Otegi released on bail 


(March 2006) 47169 

Leader of Batasuna political wing of ETA 
Arnaldo Otegi charged with glorifying terror- 
ism (Feb. 2006) 47110. 

Sentence of imprisonment on Batasuna leader 
Arnaldo Otegi (April 2006) 47216 


Sentencing of Algerian national for membership 


of al-Qaida (April 2006) 47216 


Sentencing by French court of members of Anti- 


Fascist Resistance Groups (GRAPO) (Jan. 
2006) 47057 


SRI LANKA 
Foreign relations: 
Designation by Canada of LTTE as terrorist 
organisation (April 2006) 47211-12 
Peace process: 


Appointment of new Norwegian peace mediator 


(March 2006) 47147 

Cancellation of peace talks as LTTE unable to 
travel by sea (April 2006) 47211 

Failure by Norwegian peace envoy to secure 


commitment to peace talks (April 2006) 47211 


Major violations of ceasefire by LTTE against 
naval patrols (May 2006) 47263 
Peace talks in Geneva mediated by Norwegian 
Sir Lankan Monitoring Mission (Feb. 2006) 
47098 
Political parties: 


New alliance of leftist parties (April 2006) 47212 


Security: 

Air strikes on LTTE camps near Trincomalee 
(April 2006) 47211 

Communal tension in Trincomalee (Aprii 2006) 
47211 

Supreme Court: 

Ruling against investigation of finances of 
President Mahinda Rajapakse (March 2006) 
47148 

Tamil Tigers (LTTE): 


Abduction of two schoolboys in defiance of child 


recruitment agreement (March 2006) 47148 
Agreement on talks between President and 
LTTE leader Velupillai Prabhakaran in 
Geneva (Jan. 2006) 47041 
Announcement of ceasefire by Karuna faction 
(Jan. 2006) 47041 


Attack by female suicide bomber on army head- 


quarters in Colombo (April 2006) 47211 
Attacks on Batticaloa (April 2006) 47211 


Designation by Canada as terrorist organisation 


(April 2006) 47211-12 
EU ban on LTTE as terrorist organisation (May 
2006) 47263 


Naval personnel killed by landmines (Jan. 2006) 


47040-41 


Naval vessel sunk by fishing boat allegedly run- 


ning guns for LTTE (March 2006) 47147-48 
Report by Human Rights Watch of extortion of 


funds from Tamil diaspora (March 2006) 47148 


Serious violations of ceasefire and escalating 
violence (April 2006) 47211 
Threat to ceasefire by escalating violence (Jan. 
2006) 47040-41 
Time: 
Announcement of adjustment to time zone 
(April 2006) 47212 
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ST LUCIA 
Elections: 
By-election defeat for ruling St Lucia Labour 
Party (March 2006) 47146 


ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 
Security: 
Murder of Prime Minister Gonsalves’ press 
secretary Glen Jackson (March 2006) 47146 


STORMS, CYCLONES, AND FLOODS 
Australia: 

Considerable damage caused by two cyclones 

(March 2006) 47157 
Bulgaria: 

State of emergency after River Danube reached 
highest level for 111 years (April 2006) 
47225-26 

Widespread flooding after weeks of snow and 
rain (March 2006) 47162 

Czech Republic: 

Heavy flooding in Bohemia and Moravia and 

threat to Prague (March 2006) 47166 
Hungary: 

State of emergency after flooding of Danube 

and Ipoly rivers (April 2006) 47223 
Indonesia: 

Landslides after heavy rain in Central Java and 
Jember district of East Java (Jan. 2006) 
47049 

Japan: 

Heaviest snowfalls since records began (Jan. 

2006) 47046 
Papua New Guinea: 

Outlying atolls swamped by storms (March 

2006) 47158 
Philippines: 

Coastal village covered by landslide after heavy 
rain (Feb. 2006) 47093 

Typhoon Chanchu (May 2006) 47256 

Romania: 
Breach of flood defences on Danube (April 
2006) 47225 
Serbia and Montenegro: 
Flooding of river Danube (April 2006) 47225 
Surinam: 

Widespread flooding after heavy rain (May 

2006) 47252 
Thailand: 

Flash floods after heavy rain in north (May 

2006) 47258 
USA: 

Severe thunderstorms in south and mid-west 

states (April 2006) 47195 
Vietnam: 
Typhoon Chanchu (May 2006) 47259 


SUDAN 
AU: 

Candidacy of President Omar Hassan al-Bashir 
for Chairmanship withdrawn (Jan. 2006) 
47026 

Darfur (Sudan): 

Acceptance by Sudan Liberation 
Movement/Army of AU peace plan (May 
2006) 47241 

Agreement by Justice and Equality Movement 
(JEM) and Sudan Liberation Movement/ 
Army (SLM/A) to unite as Allied 
Revolutionary Forces of Western Sudan 
(Jan. 2006) 47022 

AU rejection of UN and EU peacekeeping mis- 
sion (Jan. 2006) 47022 

Call purportedly from Osama bin Laden for new 
holy war in Darfur (April 2006) 47188 

Cut in World Food Programme food supplies 
due to lack of funds (May 2006) 47241 

Demand by refugees for deployment of UN 
peacekeeping force (May 2006) 47241 

Extension of AU Mission in the Sudan (AMIS) 
(March 2006) 47134 
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SUDAN (contd) 

Government acceptance of AU peace plan 
but rejection by rebel groups (April 2006) 
47188 

Killing of AMIS official (May 2006) 47241 

Reports of renewed violence and attacks on 
refugee camps by janjawiet militia (Feb. 
2006) 47083 

Warning of deterioration in humanitarian situa- 
tion in part due to lack of funding (April 
2006) 47188 

Political parties: 

Merger of pro-government South Sudan 
Defence Forces militia with Sudan People’s 
Liberation Movement (Jan. 2006) 47022 

Refugees: (April 2006) 47235 
Demand by refugees for deployment of UN 
peacekeeping force (May 2006) 47241 
UN: 
Report of confidential annexe to UN report 
naming individuals cited for violations of US 
Resolution 1591 (Feb. 2006) 47083 
Resolution 1663 to extend mandate of UN 
Mission (UNMIS) (March 2006) 47134 
Resolution 1665 to extend mandate of panel of 
experts appointed in March 2005 (March 

2006) 47134 

Resolution 1672 to impose sanctions on four 
Sudanese accused of war crimes (April 
2006) 47188 

Resolution 1679 calling for progress in peace 
agreement (May 2006) 47241-42 

Vice President: 

Publication of report into death of John Garang 

in 2005 (April 2006) 47188 


SURINAM 
Foreign relations: 

Refusal by Transport Minister Alice Amafo to 
submit to security inspection at Amsterdam 
airport (March 2006) 47146 

Resignation: 

Ambassador to Netherlands Edgar Amanh 

(March 2006) 47146 
Storms and floods: 

Widespread flooding after heavy rain (May 

2006) 47252 


SWAZILAND 
Cabinet: 
New (Feb. 2006) 47084-85 
Security: 
Detention of political activists ordered by King 
Mswati Ill (Jan. 2006) 47026 


SWEDEN 
Appointment: 
Jan Eliasson as Foreign Secretary (March 
2006) 47174; (April 2006) 47229 
Economy: 
Plans to end dependency on fossil fuels without 
new nuclear plants (Feb. 2006) 47106-07 
Health: 
Avian influenza 
First case of H5N1 virus in wild ducks 
(March 2006) 47174 
Internet: 
Closure by site host of website which published 
one of the Danish cartoons (Feb. 2006) 
47106 
Political parties: 
Foundation of new left-wing Democrats of the 
Left party (Feb. 2006) 47107 
New Pirate party formed to oppose copyright 
(Jan. 2006) 47066 
Religious issues: 
Closure of website of anti-immigrant newspaper 
(March 2006) 47173-74 
Resignation: 
Foreign Minister Laila Freivalds (March 2006) 
47173-74 


SYRIA 
Cabinet: 
Changes (Feb. 2006) 47124-25; (March 2006) 
47178 
Economy: 
Government hard currency changed from US 
dollar to euro (Feb. 2006) 47125 
Foreign relations: 
USA 
Accusation by Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice of government support 
for Muslim violence (Feb. 2006) 47124 
Political parties: 
Announcement of law to allow opposition par- 
ties (Jan. 2006) 47072 
Election of Hunayn Nimr as leader of Syrian 
Communist Party (May 2006) 47287 
Formation of new National Salvation Front by 
exiled opponents of President al-Assad 
(March 2006) 47178 
Security: 
Attacks on Nordic embassies in protest against 
Danish cartoons (Feb. 2006) 47124-25 
Islamic militants killed by security forces (Feb. 
2006) 47125 
Release of two opposition legislators (Jan. 
2006) 47072 
Reported detention of dissidents and human 
rights activists (May 2006) 47287 
UN: 
Resolution 1680 urging Syria to establish full 
diplomatic relations (May 2006) 47287 
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TAIWAN 
Cabinet: 

Mass resignation after DPP election defeat 
(Jan. 2006) 47044 

New (Jan. 2006) 47044-45 

Chiang Kai-shek: 

Report of government plan to remove statues of 

founder of Taiwan (March 2006) 47152 
Defence: 

Rejection of budget by opposition (April 2006) 

47206 
Dismissal: 

Suspension of chairman of Financial 

Supervisory Commission (May 2006) 47253 
Health: 

Rejection by WHO of observer status (May 

2006) 47253-54 
Kuomintang (Nationalist Party): 

Meeting of chairman Ma Ying-jeou with 
President Chen Shui-bian (April 2006) 47206 

Statement by leader Ma Ying-jeou critical of 
China’s formula for unification (March 2006) 
47152 

National Unification Council: 

Suspended by President Chen after Chinese 
(PRC) warnings against independence 
moves (Feb. 2006) 47101 

Obituary: 

Sun Yun-suan (former Premier) (Feb. 2006) 

47101 
Political parties: 

Inauguration of Yu Shyi-kun as chairman (Jan. 

2006) 47045 
President: 

Calls for resignation after arrest of son-in-law 
for insider trading (May 2006) 47253 

Demission of powers by Chen Shui-bian to 
Premier Su Tseng-chang (May 2006) 47253 

Prime Minister: 

Appointment of Su Tseng-Chang (Jan. 2006) 

47044-45 
Resignation: 

Frank Hsieh as Prime Minister (Jan. 2006) 
47044 

National Science Council vice chairman Hsieh 
Ching-chih (May 2006) 47253 


TAJIKISTAN 
Appointment: 
Abdullo Yorov as Energy Minister (April 2006) 
47214 
Dismissal: 
Energy Minister Dzhurabek Nurmakhmadov 
(April 2006) 47214 


TANZANIA 
Cabinet: 
New (Jan. 2006) 47023 
Disaster: 
Capsize of ferry on Lake Victoria (April 2006) 
47193 


TERRORISM see QAIDA, AL-; Security subheading 
under individual countries 


THAILAND 
Corruption: 

Charges upheld against Prime Minister's son 
over share dealing irregularities (Feb. 2006) 
47095 

Criticism of Prime Minister's Shinawatra family 
over sale of shares in media company (Feb. 
2006) 47095 

Death penalty: 

Two men sentenced for murder of UK tourist 

Katherine Horton (Jan. 2006) 47047 
Elections: 

By-elections (April 2006) 47200-01 

Date for new elections set for Oct. 15 (May 
2006) 47258 

Fresh elections order after ruling of invalidation 
of general election (May 2006) 47258 

Legislative 
Many seats uncontested (April 2006) 47200 

Senatorial 
Allegations of irregularities (April 2006) 
47201 

Human rights: 

Admission by Prime Minister of death of Muslim 
human rights lawyer Somchai Neelaphailit 
(Jan. 2006) 47047 : 

Insurgency in southern provinces: 

Attack by gunmen in Pado village (March 2006) 
47156 

Attacks by militants on mobile phone installa- 
tions (Jan. 2006) 47047 

Deaths in incidents in Pattani and Yala 
provinces (March 2006) 47156 

King: 

Calls for King Bhumibol Adulyadej to intervene 
in political crisis (March 2006) 47155-56 

Intervention in constitutional dispute (April 
2006) 47201 

Presentation to King Bhumibol of UN Human 
Development Lifetime Achievement Award 
(May 2006) 47258 

Political parties: 

Formation of new party by People’s Alliance for 
Democracy (May 2006) 47258 

Leader of PAD surrendered to police on 
charges connection with interview with king 
(April 2006) 47201 

Proposal to form pro-monarchy Pracharaj Party 
(April 2006) 47201 

Registration of New Alternative Party (April 
2006) 47201 

Prime Minister: 

Appearance of Thaksin Shinawatra on reality 
television show (Jan. 2006) 47047-48 

Call for early election in response to campaign 
for resignation (Feb. 2006) 47095; (March 
2006) 47155 

Increasing protests calling for resignation 
(March 2006) 47155 

Renewed calls for resignation (April 2006) 
47200 

Resignation but continuation in caretaker role 
(April 2006) 47200-01 
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THAILAND (contd) 
Resumption of post by Thaksin (May 2006) 
47258 
Resignations: 
Culture Minister Uraiwan Thienthong (Feb. 
2006) 47095 
Former Deputy Prime Minister Maj.-Gen. 
Chamlong Srimuang (Feb. 2006) 47095 
Security: 
Small bomb near home of former Prime 
Minister Prem (March 2006) 47156 
Vandalisation of Erawan shrine in Bangkok 
(March 2006) 47156 
Storms and floods: 
Flash floods after heavy rain in north (May 
2006) 47258 
Supreme Court: 
Ruling that plans to privatise electricity genera- 
tion were illegal (March 2006) 47156 
Trial: 
Two men convicted of murder of UK tourist 
Katherine Horton (Jan. 2006) 47047 


TOKELAU 
Constitution: 
Failure of referendum to support self-govern- 
ment independent of New Zealand (Feb. 
2006) 47105 


TONGA 
Appointment: 
Feleti (Fred) Sevele as acting Prime Minister 
(Feb. 2006) 47104 
Cabinet: 
Reshuffle (May 2006) 47267-68 
Constitution: 

Failure of King Taufa’ahau Tupou IV to respond 
to amendment proposals by deadline (Jan. 
2006) 47050-51 

Earthquakes: 

Minor offshore earthquake and small tsunami 

(May 2006) 47268 
Elections: Two by-elections (March 2006) 47160 
Obituary: 

Tutoatasi Fakafanua (former Cabinet Minister) 

(Feb. 2006) 47104 
Prime Minister: 

Confirmation of Feleti (Fred) Sevele as Prime 
Minister (March 2006) 47160 

Resignation without explanation of Prince 
Ulukalala Lavaka Ata (Feb. 2006) 47104 

Visit of Feleti (Fred) Sevele to New Zealand 
(May 2006) 47268 

Trial: 

Conviction of Veikune (Speaker of Fale Alea 
legislature) on bribery charges (Jan. 2006) 
47051 

Veikune stripped of title and parliamentary seat 
(Feb. 2006) 47104 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
Death penalty: 

Sentencing of former police officer for shooting 

at 2004 carnival (March 2006) 47145 
Political parties: 

Merger of three opposition parties (April 2006) 

47199 
Privy Council ruling: 
On constitutionality of delay in calling election 
after tied election in 2001 (April 2006) 47199 
Resignation: 
Energy Minister Eric Williams (Jan. 2006) 47037 
Security: 

Recruitment from UK of police officers to 
address rising crime rate (March 2006) 
47144-45 

Trials: 

Opening of trial of former Prime Minister 
Basdeo Panday (March 2006) 47145 

Postponement of trial of former Prime Minister 
Basdeo Panday (Jan. 2006) 47037 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO (contd) 
Sentencing of former Prime Minister Basdeo 
Panday for failure to disclose bank account 
details (April 2006) 47199 
Weapons charges against Yasin Abu Bakr 
dropped (Jan. 2006) 47037 


TUNISIA 
Trial: 
Sentencing in Spanish court of two men for role 
in bombing on island of Djerba (May 2006) 
47290 


TURKEY 
Appointment: 

Durmus Yilmaz as governor of Central Bank 

(April 2006) 47226 
Aviation: 

Collision between Greek and Turkish fighter jets 
over Aegean Sea (May 2006) 47271 

Large fire at Ataturk airport near Istanbul (May 
2006) 47270 

Defence: 

29 military personnel charged with death of con- 

script at military prison (Feb. 2006) 47115 
Economy: 

Commitment to independent central bank 
despite row over new governor (March 2006) 
47162 

Warning by IMF on monetary policy (May 2006) 
47271 

EU accession: 

Allegations that army commander involved in 
plan to spoil chances of EU membership 
(March 2006) 47162 

Call by EU Enlargement Commissioner for 
improvement in ‘conditions of Kurds (March 
2006) 47162 

Commitment by Prime Minister Erdogan to full 
membership (Jan. 2006) 47055 

Trial of journalists seen as test of freedom of 
speech (Feb. 2006) 47115 

Foreign relations: 

Belgium 

Inquiry into escape of Kurdish militant 
awaiting sentencing (March 2006) 47162-63 

Dispute with France and Canada over French 
bill to recognise deaths of Armenians under 
Ottomans as genocide (May 2006) 47271 

Greek Cypriot demand that Turkey open ports 
and airports to Cypriot traffic (Feb. 2006) 
47115 

Troops deployed on Iraq border to curtail activi- 
ties of Kurdish guerrillas (May 2006) 47270 

USA 
Row over remarks by US ambassador about 

Armenian genocide (March 2006) 47162 
Visit of Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice 
(April 2006) 47226 
Health: 
Avian influenza 
Four human deaths and rapid spread west- 
wards of virus (Jan. 2006) 47055 
Spread of suspected cases and further cull 
of poultry (Feb. 2006) 47115 
Human rights: 

Arrest of head of AKP in Fatsa for insulting 
memory of Kemal Ataturk (April 2006) 47226 

New lawsuit against novelist Orhan Pamuk 
(April 2006) 47226 

Parliamentary commission to investigate prac- 
tice of “honour killings” (April 2006) 47226 

Report by Human Rights Foundation of Turkey 
of use of torture by officials (Jan. 2006) 
47055 

UN special rapporteur to investigate surge of 
forced female suicides in eastern city of 
Batman (May 2006) 47271 

Immigration: 

Deaths of 40 illegal immigrants in truck crash 

(May 2006) 47271 


TURKEY (contd) 


Kurds: ss 
Call by EU Enlargement Commissioner for 


improvement in conditions of Kurds (March 
2006) 47162 
Claim by Kurdish People’s Defence Forces of 
death of 1,076 Turkish forces in clashes in 
2005 (Jan. 2006) 47055 
Concern over support of Iraqi Kurds for Kurdish 
separatism in Turkey (April 2006) 47226 
Continuing violence and riots (April 2006) 
47226 
Radio broadcasts in Kurdish Kirmanji dialect 
(March 2006) 47162 
Statistics on deaths of security forces in clashes 
with Kurds in 2005 (March 2006) 47162 
Warning by US against sending troops into 
Kurdish areas of Iraq (April 2006) 47226 
Law and legislation: 
Changes to pension ages and entitlements 
(April 2006) 47226 
Social security and health insurance reforms 
(April 2006) 47226 
Nuclear issues: 
Criticism of decision to build nuclear power 
plant at Sinop (April 2006) 47226 
Political parties: 
Election of Recai Kutan as leader of Happiness 
Party (April 2006) 47226 
President: 
Warning against increased Islamicisation (May 
2006) 47270 
Prime Minister: 
Publication on website of his and his wife's 
assets (Feb. 2006) 47115 
Religious issues: 
Increase in Islamic attacks (May 2006) 47270 
Security: 
Arrest of six al-Qaida suspects in Gaziantep 
(April 2006) 47226 
Arrest of teenaged boy for shooting of Catholic 
priest (Feb. 2006) 47115 
Arrests of Kurds in connection with firebomb 
attacks and riots (April 2006) 47226 
Attack by female suicide bomber in city of Ordu 
(April 2006) 47226 
Attack on Kurdish student in Istanbul (May 
2006) 47270 
Bomb attacks in eastern provinces (May 2006) 
47270 : 
Bomb attacks in Istanbul (April 2006) 47226; 
(May 2006) 47270 
Bomb explosion targeted at police officers in 
Istanbul (Feb. 2006) 47115 
Bomb explosions in Van and Diyarbakir (March 
2006) 47163 
Charges against nine people for spreading pro- 
Kurdish propaganda (Jan. 2006) 47055 
Demonstrations against possible US naval base 
in Iskenderum (April 2006) 47226 
Demonstrations in protest against Danish car- 
toons (Feb. 2006) 47115 
Detention of Islamic extremists (May 2006) 47270 
Escape from Belgian custody of Turkish militant 
Fehriye Erdal (March 2006) 47162-63 
Outrage at murder of senior judge in courtroom 
of Council of State (May 2006) 47270 
Re-imprisonment of Mehmet Ali Agca, gunman 
convicted of attempted assassination of 
Pope John Paul Il (Jan. 2006) 47055 
Remand in custody of 50 suspected Islamic 
fundamentalists (March 2006) 47163 
Youth indicted for murder of Italian priest (April 
2006) 47226 
Trials: 
Adjournment of trial of 73 suspected al-Qaida 
members (March 2006) 47163 
Dropping of charges against novelist Orhan 
Pamuk (Jan. 2006) 47055 
Five journalists charged with insulting courts 
(Feb. 2006) 47115 
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TURKEY (contd) 

Former naval chief sentenced for misappropria- 
tion of funds (Feb. 2006) 47115 

Paramilitary officers charged with attack on 
Kurdish shopkeeper in Van (May 2006) 
47270 © 

Reduced sentence for Mehmet Ali Agca for rob- 
beries (Feb. 2006) 47115 

Ruling against promotion of schoolteacher who 
wore Islamic headscarf on way to work (May 
2006) 47270 

Two professors charged with inciting hatred 
(Feb. 2006) 47115 


TURKMENISTAN 


Appointment: 
Enebay Atayeva Geldiyevna as Culture Minister 
(April 2006) 47207 
Esenmyrat Orzageldiyev as Agriculture Minister 
(Jan. 2006) 47052 
Muhammetberdy Bashiev as head of presiden- 
tial commission (May 2006) 47268 
Yklymberdy Paromov as Textiles Minister (May 
2006) 47268 
Corruption: 
Accusation against former Prosecutor General 
of taking bribes (April 2006) 47207 
Dismissal: 
Agriculture Minister Begench Atamuradov (Jan. 
2006) 47051 
Culture Minister Maral Bashimova (April 2006) 
47207 
Economics and Finance Minister Atamurad 
Berdyev (March 2006) 47160 
Former Textiles Minister Dortguly Aydogdyev 
(May 2006) 47268 


U 


UGANDA 
Disaster: 

Collapse of roof of church in Kampala killing 23 

worshippers (March 2006) 47135 
Economy: 
Approval of IMF Policy Support Instrument 
(PSI) (Jan. 2006) 47024 
Elections: 
Legislative (Feb. 2006) 47080 
Presidential (Feb. 2006) 47080 
High Court: 

Release of opposition leader Col Kizza Besigye 

on bail (Jan. 2006) 47024 
Lord’s Resistance Army: 

Videotape of Joseph Kony requesting peace 

talks (May 2006) 47241 
President: 

Criticism by International Criminal Court of 
peace overtures to LRA by Museveni (May 
2006) 47241 

Victory in first multiparty elections for Yoweri 
Museveni (Feb. 2006) 47080 

Trial: 

Dismissal of rape charges against opposition 

leader Col Kizza Besigye (March 2006) 47135 


UKRAINE 
Economy: 

Naming of Ukrainian part-owners of 
RosUkrEnergo consortium (April 2006) 
47229 

Recognition by USA as market economy (Feb. 
2006) 47118 

Elections: 

Legislative 

Victory for Party of Regions of Viktor 
Yanukovych (March 2006) 47163 
Foreign relations: 

Russia 

Deal agreed on price of natural gas from 
Russia after supplies reduced (Jan. 2006) 
47052 


UKRAINE (contd) 
Legislature (Verkhovna Rada): 
First session (May 2006) 47273 
National Assembly: 
Vote of no-confidence in protest at terms of gas 
deal with Russia (Jan. 2006) 47052 
Political parties: 
Coalition-building in Verkhovna Rada (May 
2006) 47273 
Failure of talks between President Yushchenko 
and former Prime Minister Tymoshenko (Feb. 
2006) 47118; (April 2006) 47228-29 
Prime Minister: 
Opposition to nomination of Yuliya Tymoshenko 
(May 2006) 47273 
Resignation: 
Chairman of Naftohaz Ukrainy energy company 
Oleksy Ivchenko (May 2006) 47273 
Yury Yekhanurov at first sitting of Verkhovna 
Rada (May 2006) 47273 
Russian language: 
Dispute over status of Russian as official lan- 
guage in regions (May 2006) 47273 
Severe weather: 
Deaths of 738 people due to period of extreme 
cold weather (Feb. 2006) 47118 
Supreme Council: 
Continuing failure to form government (April 
2006) 47228-29 
Trial: 
Indefinite adjournment of trial of three police 
officers charged with murder of Georgy 
Gongadze (Feb. 2006) 47118 


UNDP see UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMME (UNDP) 


UNEP see UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT 
PROGRAMME (UNEP) 


UNESCO see UNITED NATIONS EDUCATION, 
SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANISATION 
(UNESCO) 


UNHCR see UNITED NATIONS HIGH 
COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES (UNHCR) 


UNHRC see UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS 
COMMISSION (UNHRC) 


UNICEF see UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN’S FUND 
(UNICEF) 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES (UAE) 
Cabinet: 
Changes (Feb. 2006) 47123 
Dubai: 
Death of Shaikh Maktoum bin Rashid al- 
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister 
(Jan. 2006) 47071 
Gen. Shaikh Mohammed named as new ruler 
(Jan. 2006) 47071 
Strikes and unrest by migrant workers at Burj 
Dubai tower (March 2006) 47181 
Supreme Federal Council: 
Approval of appointment of Gen. Shaikh 
Mohammed as Vice President and Prime 
Minister of Dubai (Jan. 2006) 47071 


UNITED KINGDOM (UK) 
Appointment: 
John Reid as Home Secretary (May 2006) 
47277 
Margaret Beckett as Foreign Secretary (May 
2006) 47277 
Nomination of Richard Lambert as next director 
general of CBI (March 2006) 47172 
Cabinet: 
Reshuffle (May 2006) 47277 
Corruption: 
Arrest of Liberal Democrat donor Michael 


UNITED KINGDOM (UK) (contd) 
Brown to face forgery and other charges 
(April 2006) 47219-20 

Resignation and subsequent arrest of head- 
master in connection with donations to acad- 
emy achools (April 2006) 47219 

Scandal over donations to political parties in 
return for honours (March 2006) 47170 

Separation of Culture Secretary Tessa Jowell 
from husband after implication of David Mills 
in scandal involving Italian Prime Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi (March 2006) 47170 

Court of Appeal: 

Grant of leave to remain to ethnic Albanian les- 
bian on human rights grounds (April 2006) 
47220 

Rejection of appeal by Home Secretary over 
passport for Australian detainee in 
Guantanamo Bay (April 2006) 47220 

Ruling on unauthorised demonstration in 
Parliament Square (May 2006) 47279 

Defence: 

Agreement on co-operation with France on con- 
struction of aircraft carriers (Jan. 2006) 47059 

Appeal against finding in Porton Down case 
dropped (Feb. 2006) 47109 

Compensation paid to three ex-servicemen by 
MI6 for drug experiments made without con- 
sent in 1950s (Feb. 2006) 47109 

Conviction of RAF doctor for disobeying order 
to deploy to Basra (April 2006) 47221 

Payment of compensation to family of service- 
man killed in 1953 by nerve gas experiments 
at Porton Down (May 2006) 47279 

Promotion to admiral of Cdre Amjad Hussain 
(April 2006) 47221 

Report on deaths of recruits at Deepcut army 
training barracks (March 2006) 47172 

Deputy Prime Minister: 

Disclosure of affair of John Prescott with secre- 
tary (April 2006) 47219 

Loss of departmental duties in Cabinet reshuffle 
(May 2006) 47277 

Dismissal: 

Foreign Secretary Jack Straw in Cabinet 

reshuffle (May 2006) 47277 
Drugs: 

Partial decriminalisation of cannabis to remain 
(Jan. 2006) 47059 

Review of classification system announced 
(Jan. 2006) 47059 

Economy: 

Budget (March 2006) 47172 

Closure by Peugeot of Ryton car assembly 
plant (April 2006) 47221 

Forecast that budget deficit would exceed EU 
limits (Jan. 2006) 47059 

Increase in national minimum wage (March 
2006) 47172 

Increase in unemployment (March 2006) 47172 

Prediction of lower GDP growth and reduction 
in public borrowing (March 2006) 47172 

Rejection by London Stock Exchange of bid by 
US Nasdag (March 2006) 47172 ; 

Strike by public sector workers in protest at 
raising of retirement age (March 2006) 
47172 

Elections: 

By-election defeat for Labour Party (Feb. 2006) 
47107 

Local 
Controversies over fraudulent postal votes 

(April 2006) 47220 
Significant gains for Conservative Party (May 
2006) 47277-78 
Environment: 

Speech by Prime Minister Tony Blair on 
replacement of nuclear power stations (May 
2006) 47279 

Target on “greenhouse gas” emissions missed 
(March 2006) 47172 
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UNITED KINGDOM (UK) (contd) 

European Court of Human Rights (ECHR): 

Ruling on refusal of pension as woman to per- 
son who had undergone sex-change (May 
2006) 47279 

European Court of Justice (ECU): 

Ruling on refusal of pension as woman to per- 
son who had undergone sex-change (April 
2006) 47221 

Ruling on reimbursement of UK nationals for 
hospital treatment in other EU states (May 
2006) 47279 

EU: 

Activation by Council of Economic and Finance 

Ministers (EcoFin) of “excessive deficit pro- 

cedure” (Jan. 2006) 47059 

Lifting on ban on UK exports of beef (March 
2006) 47172; (May 2006) 47279 

Foreign relations: 

Algeria 

Failure to secure memorandum of under- 
standing on treatment of deportees (May 
2006) 47278 

Ethiopia 

Aid reduced due to human rights concerns 
(Jan. 2006) 47022 

Grants to districts and civil society groups 
(May 2006) 47241 

Jordan 
Legal test of Memorandum of understanding 

on treatment of deportees (May 2006) 
47278 

Libya 

Assets of UK-based businessmen frozen by 
Bank of England (Feb. 2006) 47107 

Memorandum of understanding on treatment 
of deportees (May 2006) 47278 

USA 
Claims that UK airspace had been permitted 

for “extraordinary rendition” flights (Jan. 
2006) 47031 

Criticism of fast-track extradition treaty by 
civil liberties groups (Feb. 2006) 47108 

Extradition approved of man accused of 
hacking into US military computers (May 
2006) 47279 

Former UK residents detained in 
Guantanamo Bay granted leave to 
demand UK government to petition for 
release (Feb. 2006) 47107 

Pressure on government to condemn US 
detentions at Guantanamo Bay (Feb. 
2006) 47107 

Visit of Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice 
to Blackburn constituency of Foreign 
Secretary Jack Straw (March 2006) 47172 

Health: 

Approval of smoking ban in workplaces and 
pubs and private clubs (Jan. 2006) 47058; 
(Feb. 2006) 47108-09 

Avian influenza 
First case confirmed in wild swan in Scotland 
(April 2006) 47220 

ECJ Ruling on reimbursement of UK nationals 
for hospital treatment in other EU states 
(May 2006) 47279 

Hostile reception for Health Minister Patricia 
Hewitt from Royal College of Nursing over 
NHS reforms (April 2006) 47219 

Smoking ban in force in Scotland (March 2006) 
47172 

Third suspected case of transmission of vCJD 
by blood transfusion (Feb. 2006) 47109 

High Court rulings: 

Criticism of Home Office over refusal to grant 
Afghani hijackers leave to remain (May 2006) 
47278 

Imposition of “control order” on terrorist suspect 
in breach of 1998 Human Rights Act (April 
2006) 47220 


UNITED KINGDOM (UK) (contd) 

In favour of demand for damages by ethnic 
Serb couple for detention (April 2006) 
47220 

No power to order FCO to seek release of for- 
mer UK residents from Guantanamo Bay 
(May 2006) 47278 

Permission granted to challenge refusal of pub- 
lic inquiry into Potter's Bar train crash (April 
2006) 47221 

Rejection of appeal by three bankers against 
extradition to US on charges connected with 
Enron case (Feb. 2006) 47108 

Home Office: 

Admission that numbers of illegal immigrants 
was unknown (May 2006) 47278 

Appointment of John Reid as Home Secretary 
(May 2006) 47277 

Calls for resignation of Home Secretary Charles 
Clarke over failure to deport foreign prison- 
ers (April 2006) 47219 

Disclosure about employment of illegal immi- 
grants as cleaners in Immigration and 
Nationality Department (May 2006) 47278 

Disclosure of offer by immigration officer of help 
for immigrant women in exchange for sex 
(May 2006) 47278 

Further disclosures over departmental failings 
(May 2006) 47278 

Removal of Home Secretary Charles Clarke in 
Cabinet reshuffle (May 2006) 47277 

House of Commons: 

Apology by former Transport Secretary for inac- 
curate statement given in 2001 (Feb. 2006) 
47109 

Defeat of important clauses in Racial and 
Religious Hatred Bill (Jan. 2006) 47057-58 

Defeat of most of House of Lords amendments 
on ID Cards bill (Feb. 2006) 47107 

Defeat of parts of Terrorism Bill (Jan. 2006) 
47057-58 

Free vote for Labour MPs on bill for partial ban 
on smoking (Jan. 2006) 47058 

Future move to compulsory scheme for ID 
cards to require new primary legislation (Feb. 
2006) 47107 

Pressure on government over educational 
reform bill from backbench Labour MPs (Jan. 
2006) 47058 

Reinstatement of “glorification” clause in 
Terrorism bill approved (Feb. 2006) 47107 

Restoration of allowances paid to Northern 
Ireland MPs (Feb. 2006) 47109-10 

Ruling on breach of rules by George Galloway, 
MP (April 2006) 47221 

House of Lords: 

Defeat of proposal to extend period of detention 
of terrorism suspects to 60 days (Jan. 2006) 
47058 

Five defeats for government on parts of Identity 
Cards bill (Jan. 2006) 47058 

Nomination by Prime Minister of new life peers 
(April 2006) 47219 

Vote to delete reference to “glorification” of ter- 
rorism in latest Terrorism Bill (Jan. 2006) 
47058 

Human rights: 

Consultation on enfranchisement of serving 
prisoners (Feb. 2006) 47109 

Damages awarded to companion of Stephen 
Lawrence for discrimination by Metropolitan 
Police (March 2006) 47171 

Dismissal by Law Lords of claim by traveller 
family of breach of human rights by eviction 
(March 2006) 47171 

Ruling by Law Lords that school in Luton justi- 
fied in ban on wearing of Islamic jilbab 
(March 2008) 47171 

UN warning on proposal to extend period of 
detention of terrorism suspects to 60 days 
(Jan. 2006) 47058 


UNITED KINGDOM (UK) (contd) 

Vote by Isle of Man parliament (Tynwald) to 

reduce voting age to 16 (Feb. 2006) 47109 
Immigration and asylum: 

Admission of backlog of applications for UK citi- 
zenship (Feb. 2006) 47108 

Allegation that women given permission to 
remain in UK in return for sex (Jan. 2006) 
47059 

Announcement of introduction of points-based 
system for non-EU immigrants (March 2006) 
47171 

Claim of improper conduct at Croydon immigra- 
tion centre (March 2006) 47171-72 

Criticism by chief judge of Asylum and 
Immigration Tribunal of failure to deport failed 
asylum seekers (Jan. 2006) 47059 

Criticism by Children’s Commissioner for 
England of deportation of children of failed 
asylum seekers (Jan. 2006) 47059 

Decision by Home Secretary not to resume 
deportations to Zimbabwe (April 2006) 47220 

Furore over admission of failure to deport over 
1,000 convicted foreign nationals after 
release from prison (April 2006) 47219 

Hunger strikes by detainees at removal centres 
(April 2006) 47220 

Increase in applications for asylum from 
Zimbabwe (May 2006) 47278 ; 

Proposal for tighter controls over failed asylum 
seekers (Jan. 2006) 47059 

Protest against new immigration rules for non- 
EU doctors (April 2006) 47220 

Reintroduction of vouchers for subsistence pay- 
ments for failed asylum seekers (March 
2006) 47172 

Scheme to offer cash payments to failed asylum 
seekers to return home (Jan. 2006) 47059 

Statistics on applications for asylum (Feb. 2006) 
47108 

Statistics on applications from immigrants from 
EU to work in UK (Feb. 2006) 47108 

Statistics on asylum applications (May 2006) 
47278 

Statistics on grants of citizenship (May 2006) 
47278 

Isle of Man: 

Introduction of income tax limit (April 2006) 

47220-21 
Law and legislation: 

Amendments tabled to Electoral Administration 
Bill to require declaration of loans to parties 
(April 2006) 47220 

Amendments to be made to Legislative and 
Regulatory Reform bill (April 2006) 47221 

Education and Inspection bill given second 
reading with Conservative support (March 
2006) 47171 

Education and Inspection bill given third reading 
with Conservative support (May 2006) 47279 

Identity cards bill passed with compromise on 
compulsion (March 2006) 47170-71 

Terrorism bill passed with controversial “glorifi- 
cation” clause (March 2006) 47170-71 

London: 

Further investigation of Mayor Ken Livingstone 
for offensive remarks to Jewish property 
developers (April 2006) 47220 

Reporting of Mayor Ken Livingstone for remarks 
against US ambassador for refusal to pay 
traffic congestion charges (March 2006) 
47172 

Suspension of Mayor Ken Livingstone for offen- 
sive remarks to Jewish reporter (Feb. 2006) 
47109 

Media: 

No re-publication of Danish cartoons (Feb. 

2006) 47106 
Nuclear issues: 

Speech by Prime Minister Blair on replacement 

of nuclear power stations (May 2006) 47279 
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UNITED KINGDOM (UK) (contd) 
Obituaries: 

Forth, Eric (Conservative MP) (May 2006) 
47279 

Laws, Peter (Independent MP) (April 2006) 
47221 

Profumo, John (former Defence Secretary and 
charity worker) (March 2006) 47172 

Squire, Rachel (Labour MP) (Jan. 2006) 47059 

Political parties: 

Conservative party 

Offer of support government's educational 
reforms (Jan. 2006) 47058 

Reluctant disclosure of names of loan 
providers (March 2006) 47170 

Labour Party 
Revelation of undeclared funding loans 

linked with nominations for honours 
(March 2006) 47170 
Liberal Democrats 
Beginning of campaign to elect new leader 
(Jan. 2006) 47057 
Election of Sir Menzies Campbell as new 
leader (March 2006) 47170 
Prime Minister: 

Absence from vote blamed for defeat in Racial 

and Religious Hatred Bill (Jan. 2006) 47058 
Racial issues: 

Compensation paid by Avon and Somerset 
police to rejected white candidate (March 
2006) 47171 

Verdict of “unwitting racism” in report on death 
of black former paratrooper in police custody 
(March 2006) 47171 

Religious issues: 

Church of England ban on companies used by 
Israel in Palestinian territories condemned by 
Chief Rabbi (Feb. 2006) 47109 

Danish cartoons re-published on far-right BNP 
website (Feb. 2006) 47108 

Re-publication of Danish cartoons criticised 
(Feb. 2006) 47106 

Resignation: 

Leader of Liberal Democrats Charles Kennedy 
(Jan. 2006) 47057 

Leader of UK Liberal Democrats in European . 
Parliament Chris Davies (May 2006) 47279 

National Health Service chief executive Sir 
Nigel Crisp (March 2006) 47172 

Royal Family: 

Claim by former aide that Prince Charles 
regarded himself as a “dissident” (Feb. 2006) 
47109 

Lawsuit by Prince Charles against publication of 
extracts from personal diary (Feb. 2006) 
47109 

Partial ban on publication of Prince Charles’s 
personal diaries (March 2006) 47172 

Security: 

Animal rights extremists 

Conviction of three people for intimidation of 
family of guinea-pig breeders (May 2006) 
47279 

Court order to prevent campaigners harassing 
shareholders of GlaxoSmithKline (May 
2006) 47279 

Extension of injunction against demonstrators 
at Oxford University laboratory site (May 
2006) 47279 

Criticism of Metropolitan Police Commissioner 
Sir lan Blair for remarks on racism in media 
(Jan. 2006) 47059 

Demonstration by militant Muslims against 
Danish cartoons (Feb. 2006) 47108 

Inauguration of new Serious and Organised 
Crime Agency (SOCA) (April 2006) 47220 

Largest cash robbery from storage depot in 
Kent (Feb. 2006) 47109 

No action to be taken against police officers 
involved in fatal shooting of man in 1999 
(Feb. 2006) 47109 


UNITED KINGDOM (UK) (contd) 
Police and Justice Bill to provide for new pow- 
ers and merger of several existing police 
forces (Jan. 2006) 47059 
Removal of demonstrator from Parliament 
Square (May 2006) 47279 
Terrorism 
Apology by Metropolitan Police Commissioner 
Sir lan Blair for secret taping of conversa- 
tion with Attorney General (March 2006) 
47171 

Approval of extradition to USA of UK national 
Haroun Rashid Aswat on charges of train- 
ing terrorists (Jan. 2006) 47058 

Arrest and charging of man suspected of 
assisting failed 21 July bomber (Jan. 
2006) 47058 

Arrest of eight people suspected of links with 
Libyan Islamic Fighting Group (May 2006) 
47278-79 

Arrest of man on charges under 2000 
Terrorism Act (May 2006) 47279 

Arrest of three members of family in 
Scotland (April 2006) 47220 

Claim by three UK citizens of torture in 
prison in Egypt (March 2006) 47171 

Formal request by Foreign Secretary for 
release of UK resident from Guantanamo 
Bay (April 2006) 47220 

Four Algerians held pending deportation 
after withdrawal of appeals (March 2006) 
47171 

Memorandums of understanding signed with 
three countries for return of terrorist sus- 
pects (May 2006) 47278 

New measures to combat money transactions 
for terrorism (Feb. 2006) 47107 

Pressure on government over provisions in 
latest Terrorism Bill (Jan. 2006) 47058 

Release of Bisher al-Rawi from Guantanamo 
Bay to be sought by Foreign Secretary 
Jack Straw (March 2006) 47171 

Report on July 7, 2005 bombings (May 
2006) 47278 

Statistics on stop and searches under 2001 
Terrorism Act (Jan. 2006) 47058 

Three charged after demonstration against 
Danish cartoons (March 2006) 47171 

Two of July 7 London bombers shown to 
have been known to MI5 (Feb. 2006) 
47107 

Two men held on charges of possessing 
extremist texts (March 2006) 47171 

Will of one of July 7 London bombers (Jan. 
2006) 47058 

Social issues: 

Criticism of Education and Skills Secretary over 
employment of known sex offenders in 
schools (Jan. 2006) 47058 

Disbandment of Fathers for Justice group (Jan. 
2006) 47059 

Proposals to reform and reduce Incapacity 
Benefit (Jan. 2006) 47058 

Publication of White Paper on pensions reform 
(May 2006) 47279 

Trials: 

Acquittal of BNP leaders on charges of inciting 
racial hatred (Feb. 2006) 47108 

Acquittal of Syed Mohsin Bukhari on charges of 
selling arms to Colombian FARC rebels 
(Feb. 2006) 47107 

Acquittals in second trial for murder of Damilola 
Taylor (April 2006) 47220 

British National Party (BNP) leaders on charges 
of inciting racial hatred (Jan. 2006) 47059 

Conviction of Mohammed Ajmal Khan on 
charges of funding Kashmiri separatists 
(March 2006) 47171 

Damages awarded against Daily Telegraph for 
libel of George Galloway MP (Jan. 2006) 
47059 


UNITED KINGDOM (UK) (contd) 

Muslim cleric Abu Hamza on charges of 
inciting murder of non-Muslims (Jan. 2006) 
47058 

Pleas of not guilty five men in connection with 
July 21, 2005, London bomb attempts (April 
2006) 47220 

Second trial of three men charged with murder 
of Damilola Taylor in 2000 (Jan. 2006) 
47059 

Sentencing of Abu Baker Mansha for plot to kill 
UK soldier (Jan. 2006) 47058 

Sentencing of Chinese gang-master for 
manslaughter of cockle-pickers in 2004 
(March 2006) 47172 

Sentencing of Muslim cleric Abu Hamza amid 
controversy over delays in prosecution 
(Feb, 2006) 47107 

Sentencing of three Asian men for murder of 
black man in Birmingham (May 2006) 
47279 

Seven UK Muslims on charges of planning ter- 
rorist attacks (March 2006) 47171 

Unnamed brothers to be re-tried for manslaugh- 
ter of Damilola Taylor (April 2006) 47220 

Wales: 

Opening of Welsh Assembly building in Cardiff 

by Queen Elizabeth (March 2006) 47172 
War in Iraq: 

Call by retired general Sir Michael Rose for 
impeachment of Prime Minister for going to 
war on “false grounds” (Jan. 2006) 47058 

Claim that Prime Minister Blair and President 
Bush were intent on war before March 2003 
(Feb. 2006) 47107-08 

Controversy over apparent influence of strong 
Christian belief on motivations of President 
Bush and Tony Blair (March 2006) 47171 

Defence of professionalism of UK troops in Iraq 
(Feb. 2006) 47108 

Dismissal of appeal by peace activists over 
direct action against military shipments 
(March 2006) 47171 

Leak of memorandum showing Blair had dis- 
suaded President Bush from bombing Al- 
Jazeera television station in Qatar (Jan. 
2006) 47058 

Statistics on injuries to UK troops to date (Jan. 
2006) 47058 

Verdict of unlawful killing on six Royal Military 
Police in clash in 2003 (March 2006) 47171 

World War Il: 

Revelation in Cabinet papers of view of 
Winston Churchill that Hitler and Nazi 
leaders should be executed if captured 
(Jan. 2006) 47059 


UNITED NATIONS 
see also INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT (ICC) 
Appointments: 

Alicia Barcena as acting chief of staff to 
Secretary General (March 2006) 47182 

Mark Malloch Brown as Deputy Secretary 
General (March 2006) 47181-82 

Vijay Nambiar as special adviser to Secretary 
General (March 2006) 47182 

Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF): 

Launch of new reserve fund to enable quick 
reaction to humanitarian disasters (March 
2006) 47181 

Conference on Disarmament: 

Draft treaty on Fissile Material Cut-Off tabled by 

USA (May 2006) 47291 
Corruption: 

Suspension of eight officials in investigation of 
procurement fraud for UN peacekeeping 
operations (Jan. 2006) 47074 

Volcker committee (“oil for food scandal”) 
Charges of conspiracy against South Korean 
businessman Park Tong Sun (Jan. 2006) 
47073 
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UNITED NATIONS (contd) 
Human Rights Council: 

Approval of new body to replace UN Human 
Rights Commission (March 2006) 47181 

Elections (May 2006) 47291 

Refusal of USA to join council (May 2006) 
47291 

Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC): 

Reappointment of Antonio Maria Costa as 
executive director (April 2006) 47236 

Report on human trafficking (April 2006) 
47235-36 

Peacekeeping: 

Nearly 300 complaints of sexual abuse by 
members of peacekeeping missions filed 
(Feb. 2006) 47129 

Need for “strategic reserve” for emergency 
deployment (Feb. 2006) 47129 

Need to reform procurement process (Feb. 
2006) 47129 

Reforms: 

Formation of panel to study operational restruc- 
turing (Feb. 2006) 47129 

Proposals for reform of UN management 
(March 2006) 47181 

Vote on resolution by G-77 stalling proposals 
(May 2006) 47291 

Resignation: 

Deputy Secretary General Louise Fréchette 

(March 2006) 47182 
Secretary General: 

Darfur (Sudan) 

Proposal for UN and EU troops to assist AU 
peacekeeping mission rejected (Jan. 
2006) 47022 

Eritrea 
Address on border tension with Ethiopia 

(Jan. 2006) 47022 

Proposals for reform of UN management 
(March 2006) 47181 

Zimbabwe 
Inquiry into possible UN deal (May 2006) 

47244 
Security Council: 

Resolution 1652, To extend mandate of UN 
Operation in Céte d'lvoire (UNOCI) (Jan. 
2006) 47020 

Resolution 1653, On situation in Great Lakes 
Region of Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) (Jan. 2006) 47024 

Resolution 1654, Provisions for re-establish- 
ment of sanctions committee in Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) (Jan. 2006) 
47024 

Resolution 1655, To extend mandate of UN 
Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) (Jan. 
2006) 47068 

Resolution 1656, To extend mandate of UN 
Observer Mission in Georgia (UNOMIG) 
(Jan. 2006) 47054 

Resolution 1657, To redeploy UN troops from 
Liberia to UN Operation in Céte d'Ivoire 
(Feb. 2006) 47082 

Resolution 1658, To extend mandate of MINUS- 
TAH (Haiti) (Feb. 2006) 47092 

Resolution 1659, To endorse “Afghanistan 
Compact” as framework for co-ordination of 
aid expenditure (Feb. 2006) 47099 

Resolution 1660, On composition of ad litem 
judges at ICTY (March 2006) 47160 

Resolution 1661, To extend mandate of UN 
Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) for 
one month (March 2006) 47134 

Resolution 1662, To extend mandate of UN 
Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) 
(March 2006) 47150 

Resolution 1663, To extend mandate of UN 
Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) (March 2006) 
47134 

Resolution 1664, Call for tribunal to try assas- 
sins of Al-Hariri (March 2006) 47178 


UNITED NATIONS (contd) 

Resolution 1665, To extend mandate of panel of 
experts in Darfur appointed in March 2005 
(March 2006) 47134 

Resolution 1666, To extend mandate of UN 
Observer Mission in Georgia (UNOMIG) 
(April 2006) 47227 

Resolution 1667, To extend mandate of UN 
Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) (April 2006) 47189 

Resolution 1668, To confirm extension of term 
of Joaquin Canivell as judge at ICTY (April 
2006) 47225 

Resolution 1669, Authorising deployment of UN 
troops from Burundi to Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC) (April 2006) 47191-92 — 

Resolution 1670, To extend mandate of UN 
Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) 
(April 2006) 47193 

Resolution 1671, To authorise temporary 
deployment of EU forces to support MONUC 
in Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 
(April 2006) 47191 

Resolution 1672, To impose sanctions on four 
Sudanese accused of war crimes in Darfur 
(April 2006) 47188 

Resolution 1673, Extension of mandate of 1540 
Committee to monitor disarmament (April 
2006) 47237 

Resolution 1674, Condemnation of violence 
against civilians in armed conflicts (April 
2006) 47236 

Resolution 1675, To extend mandate of UN 
Mission in Western Sahara (MINURSO) 
(April 2006) 47235 

Resolution 1676, Call for panel of experts to 
investigate violations of arms embargo 
against Somalia (May 2006) 47240 

Resolution 1677, To extend mandate of UNOTIL 
and expressing concern over unrest in East 
Timor (May 2006) 47257 

Resolution 1679, Call for progress in peace 
agreement in Sudan (May 2006) 47241-42 

Resolution 1680, Urging Syria to establish full 
diplomatic relations with Lebanon (May 
2006) 47287 

Resolution 1681, To extend mandate of UN 
Mission in Eritrea (UNMEE) but reduce 
maximum strength (May 2006) 47240 


UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN’S FUND (UNICEF) 
Haiti: 
Report on child mortality (March 2006) 47145 


UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 
(UNDP) 
East Timor: 
Report of decline in human development 
standards (March 2006) 47157 
Global issues: 
Proposals for new financial initiatives to address 
global threats (Jan. 2006) 47073 


UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME 
(UNEP) 
Appointment: 
Achim Steiner as next executive director (March 
2006) 47182 


UNITED NATIONS FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
ORGANISATION (FAO) 
Burma: 
Report on avian influenza outbreak (March 
2006) 47155 


UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
REFUGEES (UNHCR) 
State of the World's Refugees report: (April 2006) 
47235 
Uzbekistan: 
Uzbek office ordered by government to leave 
country (March 2006) 47151 


UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
(UNHRC) 
see also UNITED NATIONS, Human Rights 
Council 
Abolition: 

Approval of replacement of Commission by new | 

Human Rights Council (March 2006) 47181 
Commissioner: 

Criticism by Louise Arbour of UK government's 
proposal to extend period of detention of 
terrorism suspects to 60 days (Jan. 2006) 
47058 

Report on Guantanamo Bay: ¢ 

Call on USA to close centre (Feb. 2006) 47086 

Interrogation methods amounted to torture 
(Feb. 2006) 47086 


UNITED NATIONS WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME 
(WFP) 
Darfur (Sudan): 
Cut in food supplies to refugees due to lack of 
funds (May 2006) 47241 
Korea, North: 
Resumption of food aid (May 2006) 47254 


UNITED STATES 
Abortion: 

Legislation in South Dakota to prohibit nearly all 
abortions (March 2006) 47139 

Ruling against use of racketeering legislation to 
ban anti-abortion demonstrations (March 
2006) 47139 ‘ 

Appointments: 

Ben Bernanke confirmed as chairman of US 
Federal Reserve (Jan. 2006) 47032 

Dirk Kempthorne as Interior Secretary (March 
2006) 47138 

Edward Lazear as chairman of White House 
council of economic advisers (Jan. 2006) 
47032 

Gen. Michael Hayden as director of CIA (May 
2006) 47245 

Joel Kaplan as deputy chief of staff (April 2006) 
47193 

Joshua Bolten as White House chief of staff 
(March 2006) 47138 

Nomination of Henry Paulson as Treasury 
Secretary (May 2006) 47245 

Robert Portman as director of White House 
office of management (April 2006) 47193 

Susan Schwab as US Trade Representative 
(April 2006) 47193 

Tony Snow as White House press spokesman 
(April 2006) 47193 

Corruption: 

Confirmation by Tom DeLay of resignation as 
Majority Leader in House of Representatives 
(Jan. 2006) 47032 

Plea bargain entered by Jack Abramoff (Jan. 
2006) 47032 

Resignation of Bob Ney as chairman of admin- 
istration committee in House of 
Representatives (Jan. 2006) 47032 

Sentence of imprisonment on former US 
Representative Randy Cunningham for 
accepting bribes (March 2006) 47139 

State of the Union Address (Jan. 2006) 47030 

Court of Appeals: 

Upholding of right of administration to detain 
“enemy combatants” without charge (April 
2006) 47194 

Defence: 

Calls by senior retired officers for resignation of 
Defence Secretary Donald Rumsfeld (April 
2006) 47193 

Guantanamo Bay 
Release of information about identity of 
detainees by Department of Defence (March 
2006) 47139 

Increased budget expenditure (Feb. 2006) 
47086 
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NITED STATES (contd) 

Reduction of National Guard and US Army 
Reservists deployed in Iraq and Afghanistan 
(Feb. 2006) 47087 

Separate budget allocation for operations in Iraq 
and Afghanistan (Feb. 2006) 47086 

Disasters: 

Twelve miners died after explosion at Sago 

Mine in West Virginia (Jan. 2006) 47032 
Economy: 
Budget presented (Feb. 2006) 47085-86 
Enactment of tax cuts measures (May 2006) 
47246-47 
Energy 
Advanced Energy Initiative announced to 
increase research into alternative sources 
(Jan. 2006) 47029 

US “addiction” to oil recognised (Jan. 2006) 
47029, 47030-31 

Fall in unemployment (Feb. 2006) 47086 

Ford Motor Company to close plants after losses 
(Jan. 2006) 47032 

Forecast of reduction in budget deficit (Feb. 
2006) 47085 

General Motors to close factories after losses 
(Jan. 2006) 47032 

Growth of trade deficit (Feb. 2006) 47086 

Impact of future demands on social security 
noted (Jan. 2006) 47029 

Interest rate raised by US Federal Reserve 
(Jan. 2006) 47032; (March 2006) 47140; 
(May 2006) 47246 

Provision in budget for further tax cuts (Feb. 
2006) 47085 

State of the Union Address (Jan. 2006) 47028-29 

Education: 

American Competitiveness Initiative announced 
to develop maths and science in schools 
(Jan. 2006) 47029-30 

Election: 

Mayoral 

New Orleans (May 2006) 47247 
Environment: 

Major leak from trans-Alaska oil pipeline in 

Prudhoe Bay (March 2006) 47139 
Foreign relations: 

Egypt 
State of the Union Address (Jan. 2006) 47028 

lran 
State of the Union Address (Jan. 2006) 47028 

Libya removed from list of states designated as 
sponsors of terrorism (May 2006) 47290 

State of the Union Address (Jan. 2006) 47027 

Health: 

Reduction in projected expenditure (Feb. 2006) 
47086 

Reform programme (Jan. 2006) 47029 

House of Representatives: 

Election of John Boehner as Majority Leader 
(Feb. 2006) 47087 

Enactment of requirement of greater disclosure 
on lobbyists (May 2006) 47246 

Execution of search warrant by FBI against 
Representative William Jefferson (May 2006) 
47247 

Inquiry into domestic surveillance programme 
announced (Feb. 2006) 47086 

Human rights: 

Abu Ghraib 

Broadcast of previously unseen images of 
abuse of prisoners (Feb. 2006) 47086 

Allegations by Amnesty International over 
human rights abuses in Iraq (May 2006) 
47246 

Demand by UN Committee Against Torture for 
closure of Guantanamo Bay (May 2006) 
47246 

Guantanamo Bay 
Publication of UN report that treatment of 

prisoners amounted to torture (Feb. 2006) 
47086 


UNITED STATES (contd) 

Release of information about identity of 
detainees by Department of Defence 
(March 2006) 47139 

Ruling by District Court in Manhattan that 
Department of Defence must release 
names of detainees (Jan. 2006) 47031 

Marty Inquiry into “extraordinary rendition” inter- 
im report (Jan. 2006) 47031 

Report of US delegation to UN Committee 
Against Torture (May 2006) 47246 

Hurricane Katrina: 

Admission by President of failings in relief effort 
(Jan. 2006) 47030 

Criticism of failings of Department of Homeland 
Security (Feb. 2006) 47087 

Release of videos and transcripts of official 
briefings showing early warnings of cata- 
strophic damage (March 2006) 47139 

Report by Government Accountability Office 
into failures of all levels of government to 
disaster (Feb. 2006) 47087 

Immigration: 

Acceptance of North Korean refugees (May 
2006) 47254 

Demonstration in Los Angeles against measures 
against illegal immigrants (March 2006) 47140 

Guest worker programme and scheme to 
enable illegal immigrants to become citizens 
(May 2006) 47245 

Mass demonstrations against legislation against 
undocumented illegal immigrants (April 
2006) 47195 

Plan to deploy troops on Mexican border to stop 
illegal immigrants (May 2006) 47245 

Protests against immigrants (May 2006) 47245 

Stronger enforcement and border security 
announced (Jan. 2006) 47029 

Internet: 

Google search engine ordered to hand over 
search terms information related to child 
pornography (March 2006) 47139-40 

Rejection by Internet search engine Google to 
hand over information on search terms (Feb. 
2006) 47087 

Obituaries: 

Bentsen, Lloyd (former vice presidential candi- 
date) (May 2006) 47247 

Galbraith, J.K. (economist) (April 2006) 47195 

King, Coretta Scott (widow of Martin Luther 
King) (Jan. 2006) 47032 

Weinberger, Caspar (former Secretary of 
Defence) (March 2006) 47139 _ 

Plame affair: 

Claim by |. “Scooter” Lewis Libby that his disclo- 
sure of identity of Valerie Plame authorised 
by President Bush (April 2006) 47194 

President: 

Acknowledgement in joint statement with UK 
Prime Minister Blair of misjudgements on 
Iraq war (May 2006) 47245 

Announcement of changes to White House staff 
(April 2006) 47193 

Record low popularity rating (March 2006) 
47138; (May 2006) 47245 

State of the Union Address (Jan. 2006) 47026, 
47027-30, 47031 

Resignations: 

Deputy Chief of Staff Karl Rove (April 2006) 
47193 

Director of CIA Porter Goss (May 2006) 47245 

Interior Secretary Gale Norton (March 2006) 
47138 

Retirement of Alan Greenspan as chairman of 
US Federal Reserve (Jan. 2006) 47032 

Tom DeLay to step down from Congress (April 
2006) 47195 

White House chief of staff Andrew Card (March 
2006) 47138 

White House press spokesman Scott McClellan 
(April 2006) 47193 


UNITED STATES (contd) 
Scientific research: 

Alternative energy.technology programme 
announced (Jan. 2006) 47029, 47030-31 

American Competitiveness Initiative announced 
(Jan. 2006) 47029-30 

Security: 

Allegations over analysis and monitoring of 
domestic telephone calls (May 2006) 47246 

Arson attacks on Baptist churches in Alabama 
(Feb. 2006) 47087 

Collapse of take-over bid by Dubai Ports World 
for US port facilities (March 2006) 47139 

Continuing controversy over surveillance of US 
citizens (Feb. 2006) 47086 

Controversy over security implications of lease 
of six major ports to Dubai Ports World (Feb. 
2006) 47086-87 

Senate: 

Emergency spending bill to finance wars and 
for reconstruction after Hurricane Katrina 
(May 2006) 47246 

Enactment of curbs on acceptance of gifts from 
lobbyists (April 2006) 47194 

Sept. 11, 2001: 

Release of security camera images of impact 
on Pentagon building (May 2006) 47247 

Release under Freedom of Information Act of 
transcripts of emergency number calls from 
people in World Trade Centre (April 2006) 
47194 

Social issues: 

Introduction of compulsory health insurance in 
Massachusetts (April 2006) 47195 

More funding for HIV/AIDS (Jan. 2006) 47030 

President's statement on prohibition of human 
cloning and embryo creation (Jan. 2006) 
47030 

State of the Union Address (Jan. 2006) 47030 

Storms and floods: 

Severe thunderstorms in south and mid-west 

states (April 2006) 47195 
Supreme Court: 

Rejection of appeal by US citizen against 
detention without charge (April 2006) 47194 

Ruling against bar on military recruiters from 
college and university campuses (March 
2006) 47139 

Ruling against use of racketeering legislation to 
ban anti-abortion demonstrations (March 
2006) 47139 

Ruling that Attorney General John Ashcroft 
had exceeded his authority (Jan. 2006) 
47032 

Samuel Alito confirmed as justice by Senate 
(Jan. 2006) 47031 

Trials: 
Conviction of former Governor of Illinois George 
Ryan on charges of racketeering (April 2006) 
47195 
Dismissal of civil suit by Maher Arar against US 
government for “extraordinary rendition” (Feb. 
2006) 47087 
Enron 
Conviction of Jeffrey Skilling and Kenneth 
Lay of fraud and conspiracy (May 2006) 
47246 

Jury selection in case of Kenneth Lay and 
Jeffrey Skilling (Jan. 2006) 47032 
Guilty plea by former US Representative Tony 
Rudy to charges of accepting payments from 
lobbyist (April 2006) 47194-95 
Moussaoui 
Sentence of life imprisonment passed (May 
2006) 47246 

Sentencing phase in trial of Zacarias 
Moussaoui convicted of conspiracy in 
involvement with Sept. 11, 2001, attacks 
(March 2006) 47138-39 

Statement by jury on eligibility for death 
sentence (April 2006) 47194 
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UNITED STATES (contd) 
Statement by Moussaoui of link with “shoe- 
bomber’ Richard Reid (March 2006) 47139 

Rejection by Internet search engine Google to 
hand over information on search terms (Feb. 
2006) 47087 

Sentence of imprisonment on former US 
Representative Randy Cunningham for 
accepting bribes (March 2006) 47139 

Sentence of imprisonment on lobbyist Jack 
Abramoff for conspiracy (March 2006) 47140 

Sentencing of Anmed Omar Abu Ali for conspir- 
acy with members of al-Qaida to assassinate 
President Bush (April 2006) 47194 

War in Iraq: 

Admission by President in joint statement with 
UK Prime Minister Blair of “misjudgements” 
(May 2006) 47245 

No timetable for withdrawal (Jan. 2006) 47031 

Revelation of intention of President Bush to 
invade Iraq in 2003 irrespective of UN 
approval (March 2006) 47138 

State of the Union Address (Jan. 2006) 47027-28 

Warning by President Bush on effect of early 
withdrawal of troops (March 2006) 47138 

War on terror: 

Audiotape of Osama bin Laden broadcast by 
Al-Jazeera television channel (Jan. 2006) 
47031 

Cases filed to challenge domestic surveillance 
programme (Jan. 2006) 47031 

Continuing controversy over surveillance of US 
citizens (Feb. 2006) 47086 

Defence by President of anti-terrorist policies 
(Feb. 2006) 47086 

Defence by President of domestic eavesdrop- 
ping programme (Jan. 2006) 47028, 47031 

Extension of Patriot Act approved (Feb. 2006) 
47086 

Marty Inquiry into “extraordinary rendition” inter- 
im report (Jan. 2006) 47031 

Patriot Act to be extended (Jan. 2006) 47028, 
47031 

Renewal of Patriot Act (March 2006) 47138 

Report by European Parliament on undeclared 
flights in “extraordinary rendition” process 
(April 2006) 47194 

State of the Union Address (Jan. 2006) 47028 


URUGUAY 
Economy: 
Protests in Argentina against construction of 
pulp mills at Fray Bentos (April 2006) 47197 
Foreign relations: 
Argentina 
Escalation of dispute over pulp mills (May 
2006) 47250 
Extradition to Chile of Uruguayan military offi- 
cers in connection with 1993 disappearnce 
of Chilean agent Eugenio Berrios Sagredo 
(April 2006) 47197 
Security: 
Arrest of former military and police officers in 
connection with disappearance of Maria 
Claudia Garcia (May 2006) 47250 


UZBEKISTAN 
Appointment: 
Bahodir Matlubov as Interior Minister (Jan. 
2006) 47042 
Nasriddin Najimov as Minister of Foreign 
Economic Relations (April 2006) 47214 
Economy: 
Production-sharing agreement with Russian 
energy company Gazprom (Jan. 2006) 47042 
Resignation: 
Minister of Foreign Economic Relations Alisher 
Shayhov (April 2006) 47214 
Senate: 
Election of Illgizar Sobirov as Speaker (Feb. 
2006) 47105 


UZBEKISTAN (contd) 
Trial: 
Sentencing of opposition leader Sanjar Umarov 
after conviction for theft (March 2006) 47151 
UNHCR: 
Uzbek office ordered by government to leave 
country (March 2006) 47151 
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VANUATU 
Cabinet: 
Reshuffle (March 2006) 47160 
VATICAN 
Health: 


Approval by Cardinal Carlo Maria Martini of 
use of condoms by married couples to 
prevent infection with HIV/AIDS (April 2006) 
47229 

Legionaries of Christ: 

Order by Pope Benedict XVI that founder Father 
Marcial Maciel retire after allegations of sex- 
ual abuse (May 2006) 47284 

Obituary: 

Marcinkus, Archbishop Paul (former President 

of Vatican Bank) (Feb. 2006) 47121 
Pope John Paul II: 

Assassination attempt in 1981 blamed on 

Soviet Union (March 2006) 47175 


VENEZUELA 
Appointment: 

Gladys Gutierrez as Attorney General (April 

2006) 47198 
Aviation: 
Report into Aug. 2005 crash of Colombian 
Airways flight (May 2006) 47251 
Cabinet: 
Changes (Feb. 2006) 47089 
Defence: 

Beginning of new reservist training programme 
(March 2006) 47144 

Delivery taken of three Russian-built helicopters 
(Aprii 2006) 47198-99 

Dismissals: 

Attorney General Marisol Plaza (April 2006) 
47198 

Three ministers linked with corruption scandals 
(Feb. 2006) 47089 

Elections: 

Report by EU on mistrust of National Electoral 
Council in 2005 legislative electians (March 
2006) 47144 

Energy: 

Deal to allow Petroleos de Venezuela (PDVSA) 
majority control of private oilfields (Jan. 
2006) 47036 

Government control over foreign-owned oil 
companies (April 2006) 47198 

Law to increase royalties from foreign oil com- 
panies (May 2006) 47251 

Espionage: 

Suspicion that army officers had passed infor- 
mation to US embassy officials (Jan. 2006) 
47036 

Foreign relations: 

Peru 

Diplomatic row over President Chavez’s 
promotion of Peruvian presidential candi- 
date (Jan. 2006) 47036 

Withdrawal of ambassador to Peru (May 
2006) 47251 

Spain 
Arms deal confirmed (Jan. 2006) 47036 

UK 
Criticism of Chavez by Tony Blair (Feb. 2006) 

47089 

USA 

Arms embargo imposed by USA (May 2006) 
47251 


VENEZUELA (contd) 
Attempt by US to veto arms deal with Spain 
(Jan. 2006) 47036 
Exchange of insults between US and 
President Chavez (March 2006) 47144 
Expulsion of diplomats (Feb. 2006) 47089 
Expulsion of US evangelical missionary 
group (Feb. 2006) 47089 
Renewal of co-operation on drug trafficking 
(Jan. 2006) 47036 
Indigenous peoples: 
Announcement of development programme 
(April 2006) 47199 
National Assembly: 
Inauguration of new leaders (Jan. 2006) 47036 
National flag: 
Changes to coat of arms (March 2006) 47144 
Religious affairs: 
Apology demanded by President Chavez for 
criticism by Cardinal Rosalio Castillo Lara 
(Jan. 2006) 47036 
Social issues: 
Announcement of new housing for poor (March 
2006) 47144 


VIETNAM 
Communist Party of Vietnam (CPV): 
10th Congress 
Election of new central committee (April 
2006) 47202 
Corruption: 
Charges against Deputy Minister for Transport 
Nguyen Van Tien (April 2006) 47202 
Espionage: 
Release of “cyber-dissident” Nguyen Khac Toan 
in amnesty (Jan. 2006) 47052 
Foreign trade: 
Bilateral agreement with USA (May 2006) 
47259 
Health: 
Avian influenza 
Claim of success in containing outbreaks 
(Feb. 2006) 47095-96 
Resignation: 
Minister of Transport Dao Dinh Binh (April 2006) 
47202 
Storms and floods: 
Typhoon Chanchu (May 2006) 47259 
Trial: 
Sentencing of former UK pop star Gary Glitter 
for sexual offences (March 2006) 47160 


VOLCANOES 
Indonesia: 
Mount Merapi (May 2006) 47256 
Peru: (April 2006) 47197 
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WAR CRIMES 
Argentina: 

Arrest of former officer Ricardo Taddei on kidnap 
and torture charges (Feb. 2006) 47090-91 

Call by President to annul pardons for military 
officers charged with crimes during “dirty 
war” (March 2006) 47143 

Indictment in Spain of former naval officer 
Ricardo Miguel Cavallo on charges arising 
from “dirty war" in 1970s (Jan. 2006) 47036 

Secret military documents relating to “dirty war” 
to be published (March 2006) 47143 

Austria: 

Austrian government to return looted Klimt 
paintings to heir of Jewish owners (Jan. 
2006) 47073 

Bosnia-Herzegovina: 

Death of wife of Bosnian Serb war crimes sus- 
pect Dragomir Abazovic in raid by EU-For 
troops (Jan. 2006) 47065 

Denial of reports of arrest of Gen. Ratko Mladic 
(Feb. 2006) 47117 
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JAR CRIMES (contd) ; 

Dragomir Abazovic freed on technicality (Feb, 
2006) 47117 

Extradition from Argentina of Milan Lukic to 
ICTY (Feb. 2006) 47117 

Sentencing of Gen. Enver Hadzihasanoviec and 
Col Amir Kubura (March 2006) 47161 

Sentencing by ICTY of Bosnian Croat Ivica 
Rajic for 1993 crimes in Stupni Do and Vares 
(May 2006) 47269 

Sentencing of Nedjo Samardzic for crimes in 
1992-93 against Muslims at Foca by War 
Crimes Chamber of State Court (April 2006) 
47224 

Transfer of four Bosnian Serbs to State Court in 
Sarajevo (May 2006) 47269 

Congo, Democratic Republic of: 

Referral of cases of Jean-Pierre Bemba and 
Ange-Feélix Patasse to International Criminal 
Court (ICC) (April 2006) 47191 

Transfer of Thomas Lubanga, leader of UPC 
militia to International Criminal Court in The 
Hague (March 2006) 47136 

Croatia: 

Suicide in detention at ICTY in The Hague of 
former Croatian Serb leader Milan Babic 
(March 2006) 47161-62 

Germany: 

Appeal by John Demjanjuk against deportation 
from USA to Ukraine (Jan. 2006) 47073 

Grant of ownership of undeveloped land in 
Berlin to Jewish Claims Conference (May 
2006) 47292 

Italy: 

Death at age of 97 of former SS officer 
Friedrich Engel convicted of massacre at 
Genoa in 1944 (Feb. 2006) 47129 

Liberia: 

Extradition of former President Charles Taylor to 
War Tribunal (March 2006) 47132-33 

First appearance of Charles Taylor before 
Special Court for Sierra Leone (April 2006) 
47189 

Lithuania: 

Conviction of Algimantas Dailide of aiding 
German Nazis in seizure of Jews and Jewish 
property in World War II (March 2006) 47183 

Rwanda: 

Arrest of Hutu rebel leader Ignance Murwa- 
mashyaka in Germany (April 2006) 47192 

Rejection of appeals against acquittals of André 
Ntagerura and Emmanuel Bagambiki (Feb. 
2006) 47080 

Request by ICTR for transfer of Michel 
Bagaragaza to Norway (Feb. 2006) 47080 

Sentencing of Paul Bisengimana for role in 
1994 genocide (April 2006) 47192 

Trial of Francois Karera at ICTR (Jan. 2006) 
47023 

Serbia and Montenegro: 

Death in detention of Slobodan Milosevic 
(March 2006) 47160-61 

Promise by Prime Minister Vojislav Kostunica to 
deliver Ratko Mladic to ICTY (April 2006) 
47224-25 

Report on death of Slobodan Milosevic (April 
2006) 47224 

State charged with genocide at International 
Court of Justice in The Hague (Feb. 2006) 
47117 

Slovenia: 

Closing of file on incident in 1991 at village of 

Holmec (April 2006) 47224 
World War Il: 

Agreement by 11 countries to open archives at 
International Tracing Centre to historians 
(May 2006) 47291-92 


WESTERN SAHARA 
UN: 
Security Resolution 1675 to extend mandate of 
UN Mission (MINURSO) (April 2006) 47235 


WFP see UNITED NATIONS WORLD FOOD 
PROGRAMME (WFP) 


WHALING 
Dispute between Greenpeace and Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society over attempts to stop 
Japanese operation in Antarctic (Jan. 2006) 
47073 


WOMEN 
Kuwait: 
Rights for women to vote and stand for election 
(April 2006) 47231 
Norway: 
Legislation requiring public companies to appoint 
more women to boards (Jan. 2006) 47065 
Turkey: 
Forced suicides (May 2006) 47271 


WORLD BANK 
Cambodia: 
Threat to suspend aid to infrastructure projects 
(May 2006) 47259 
Chad: 
Loans suspended (Jan. 2006) 47021-22 
Ethiopia: 
Grants to districts and civil society groups (May 
2006) 47241 
Malaria programmes: 
Criticism of funding failures (April 2006) 47235 
President: 

Anonymous complaint against Paul Wolfensohn 
over appointment of former colleagues to 
positions in the bank (Jan. 2006) 47074 

Spring Meeting: 

Evaluation of provision for natural disasters 
(April 2006) 47235 

Pledge to combat corruption in developing 
countries (April 2006) 47235 


WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM (WEF) 
Annual meeting in Davos: (Jan. 2006) 47074 


WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION (WHO) 
59th World Health Assembly: 
Geneva (May 2006) 47291 
Appointment: 
Anders Nordstré6m as acting director general after 
death of Lee Jong Wook (May 2006) 47291 
Avian influenza: 
Conference of donor countries on funding of 
research and surveillance (Jan. 2006) 47074 
Global Health Workforce Alliance: 
Launched to address shortage of health work- 
ers (May 2006) 47291 
Malaria: 
Call to halt sales of drugs made from 
artemisinin (Jan. 2006) 47074 
Obituary: 
Lee Jong Wook (director general) (May 2006) 
47291 


WORLD TRADE ORGANISATION (WTO) 
Antigua and Barbuda: 
Protest against US attempts to outlaw internet 
gambling (Feb. 2006) 47092 
Dispute panel: 
To investigate allegations of illegal subsidies to 
European Airbus (May 2006) 47292 
Russia: 
Claim that accession to WTO was being imped- 
ed by USA (March 2006) 47164 


YEMEN 
Cabinet: 
Changes (Feb. 2006) 47123 
Death penalty: 
Death sentence on Abed Abdel Razak Kamel 
for killing three US missionaries in 2002 
(Feb. 2006) 47124 
President: 
Visit by President Ali Abdullah Saleh to China 
and Pakistan (April 2006) 47232 
Security: 
Deaths in northern Yemen in clashes between 
army and supporters of rebel cleric al-Huthi 
(Feb. 2006) 47124 
Escape of 23 convicted al-Qaida militants from 
military detention centre in San’a (Feb. 2006) 
47123-24 
Surrender of escaped al-Qaida convict (April 
2006) 47232 
Trial: 
Conviction of 13 Islamic militants for planning 
attacks on US and Western targets (April 
2006) 47232 
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ZAMBIA 
Corruption: 
Trial of former President Frederick Chiluba on 
new charges (Feb. 2006) 47085 


ZIMBABWE 
Agriculture: 

Reported offer to dispossessed white farmers to 
lease back farms from government (April 
2006) 47192 

Disaster: 

Drowning of migrants trying to cross Limpopo 

river into South Africa (Jan. 2006) 47025 
Economy: 

End of official permission to buy fuel with for- 
eign currency (Feb. 2006) 47084 

Over half of foreign mining shareholdings to be 
transferred to government (March 2006) 
47137; (April 2006) 47192 

Payment of arrears to IMF to avoid expulsion 
(Feb. 2006) 47084 

Rate of inflation at 782 per cent in February 
(March 2006) 47137 

Review by IMF of sanctions imposed (March 
2006) 47137 

Health: 

Cholera epidemic due to slum clearance pro- 

gramme (Feb. 2006) 47084 
Movement for Democratic Change (MDC): 

Announcement of new tactics to counter repres- 
sion (March 2006) 47137 

Election of Arthur Mutambara as leader of new 
Pro-Democracy MDC (Feb. 2006) 47084 

Pro-Democracy faction under Welshman Ncube 
to hold congress in Feb. 2006 (Jan. 2006) 
47025 

Re-election of Morgan Tsvangirai as president 
of anti-Senate faction (March 2006) 47137 

Split over participation in senatorial elections 
(Jan. 2006) 47024-25 

Security: 
Arrest of seven men in connection with plot to 
assassinate President (March 2006) 47137 
* Search for former High Court judge Ben 
Paradza after failure to appear in court for 
sentencing (Jan. 2006) 47025 
UN: 
Inquiry by Secretary General into possible UN 
deal (May 2006) 47244 
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